PDR farms completed or
approved in 2008 & 2009

Farms Acres Cost $
2008 closed 7 675 3,785,198
2009 closed 10 1,370 7,179,659
Approved 23 2,183 13,271,376

The mission of the Farmland Preservation Pro-
gram is to preserve farmland soils by acquiring
the development rights on farms in farm com-
munities. The collective goal for the State is to
preserve 130,000 acres of farmland, with
85,000 in cropland. In 2008 & 2009, 40 farms
comprised of 4,228 acres for $23,723,281
were negotiated and approved for preserva-
tion. Since inception of the Program, develop-
ment rights have been acquired, or approved
for acquisition, on 268 farms totaling 35,518
acres by the State with help of the agricul-
tural community and private & public partner

organizations .

445-acre Thrall Farm, East Granby
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268 Preserved Farms 1978 - 2009
35,518 Acres of Farmland
73 Municipalites

PDR farms approved in Program by County

County # Farms Acres
Fairfield 3 293
Hartford 37 3,871
Litchfield 59 7,376
Middlesex 10 1,434
New Haven 8 824
New London 66 9,887
Tolland 27 3,890
Windham 62 7,942
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138-acre Sherman Farm, Thompson

Sherman Farm, Thompson, CT

138-acre Sherman Farm in Thompson supports
their family’s active Connecticut dairy in
neighboring Woodstock. Planted in corn and hay,
Sherman Farm is part of an active agricultural
cluster of eight farms comprised of 870 acres, and
is directly adjacent to another preserved farm.
The State Farmland Preservation Program and the
Federal Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Pro-
gram partnered in the $887,752 purchase of de-
velopment rights to this farm. Preservation of the
Sherman Farm helps to protect our local milk
supply and promotes food security.
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Objective
and
Benefits

Landowners who
participate in the
Program:
~  do so voluntarily
~  are compensated
for the develop-
ment rights
~  can still own and
manage the farm

~  continue to pay

local property taxes

~ canreinvest pro-
ceeds in the farm

and apply for farm

viability grants
farm

cultural heritage
~  conserve wildlife
habitat & scenic
vistas
~  foster local food
security and a

farmland economy

~  leave a legacy for
their families and

future farmers

can sell or lease the

maintain CT’s agri-
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The main objective of

the Farmland Preserva-
tion Program is to secure
a food and fiber produc-
ing land resource base,
consisting primarily of
prime and statewide im-
portant farmland soils,
for the future of agricul-
ture in Connecticut.

This land base will en-
able CT to produce at
least 50% of its fluid
milk needs and 70% of
its in-season fresh fruits

Highlights of 2009
and vegetables. In-state ~ preserved 10 farms comprised of 1,370 acres
production ensures local in five counties

availability of fresh farm ~ protected the 250th farm, a milestone for the

second oldest farmland preservation program
in the Country

products, reduced en-
ergy costs on transporta-
tion, and jobs in agricul-
first joint acquisition with the Connecticut
Farmland Trust and the federal FRLPP

~ acquired development rights to one of the
largest farms (445-acre Thrall Farm in the CT
River valley) in the history of the Program

ture, an important part ~
of the State’s economy.

~ participated in two joint State-Municipal pro-
jects in Granby and Pomfret

g

% £ ~ drafted criteria to prepare for a pilot of the
gfg Community Farms Preservation Program
éi which target smaller and locally important
§ E farms
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Funding Status

State Bonding Monies: Lump sums of $5
million each were authorized in April and Septem-
ber of 2009, for a total of $10 million. State bond
funding provides money to leverage federal and
municipal dollars for farmland preservation and
were used to acquire development rights to 10
farms for a total of $7,179,659. Another 23 farms
were approved for the Program at a projected cost
of $13,271,376.

Community Investment Act Funds:
Signed into law in 2005, this Public Act 228 funds
farmland preservation through a portion of a fee
on documents recorded into town land records.
In addition to acquisitions, these funds provide
staff to manage projects and a ready source of
funding for land acquisition expenses such as ap-
praisals, surveys and title work. Over 11 million
has been received into this Program since 2005;
some was diverted to CT dairy farmers in 2009.

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection
Program: Administered by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service provides federal cost-sharing funds
for farmland protection. In 2009, about $4 mil-
lion in FRPP matching funds was awarded to the
State, municipalities and land trusts for CT farms
that met specific federal requirements.

Local Partners: Towns and Connecticut
Farmland Trust, a statewide farmland conservation
organization, provided $269,581 in funding to
assist the State in the protection of farms impor-
tant to the local community in 2009.

Wisneske Farm



