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CT Department of A griculture’s Farmland Preservation Program 

The mission of the Farmland Preservation 

Program is to preserve Connecticut’s local 

food security, agricultural heritage, and farm-

land economy through the purchase of devel-

opment rights on farms with the most produc-

tive soils in agricultural communities.  Work-

ing with our partners, the goal is to preserve 

130,000 acres of farmland, with 85,000 in 

cropland, in Connecticut before it’s too late.  

In 2007, more than 1,186 acres in 11 farms 

were preserved.  To date, 25% of this goal 

has been realized through the protection of 

32,300 acres in 234 farms by the Program. 

In 2007 
  

 11 farms 
 1,186 acres 
 $5,504,372 
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Crooke Orchards, Ashford, CT 

 With a cost share by the Town of Ashford, 
federal Farm and Ranch Lands Protection 

Program, and Joshua’s Tract Conservation & 
Historic Trust, the State purchased the     

development rights to this 140-acre orchard 
with Community Investment Act funds 

County   # Farms  Acres 

Fairfield     3     293 

Hartford   30  3,158 

Litchfield   51  6,596 

Middlesex  10  1,434 

New Haven    6     677 

New London  57  9,319  

Tolland   25  3,773 

Windham  52  7,050 

Program Lands by County 

Farmland  

Preservation 

Advisory 
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Photo by James L. Gothreau, First Pioneer Farm Credit 

In June, Governor Rell signed  a bill 
creating a 12-member 

to involve farm community repre-
sentatives in planning, policy        

and decision making. 



The main objective of 
the Farmland Preserva-
tion Program is to secure 
a food and fiber produc-
ing land resource base, 
consisting primarily of 
prime and important 
farmland soils, for the 
future of agriculture in 
Connecticut.   

This land base will en-
able CT to produce at 
least 50% of its fluid 
milk needs and 70% of 
its in-season fresh fruits 
and vegetables.   

This in-state production 
ensures local availability 
of fresh farm products, 
reduces costly energy 
expenditures, and       
provides agriculture re-
lated jobs remain an im-
portant part of the  
State’s economy. 

Far mland 
Preser vat ion  

Prog ram 
 

Object ive   
and 

 Benef i t s  

2007 Funding 
Of the 2007 dedicated funding,  

State Bonding enabled the Program to close 
on eight farms for a total of $3,439,477.  In 
addition, a lump sum of $5,000,000 authorized 
in December 2007 provides ready state funds 
for the 17 farms pending for 2008. 

Community Investment Act monies en-
abled the Program to close on three farms for a 
total of $1,420,781.    Signed into law in 2005, 
this Public Act 228, provides funding for   
statewide farmland preservation through a $30 
fee on all documents recorded into town land 
records.  Up to four million will be available 
annually for acquiring development rights to 
agricultural properties.  Protected farms re-
main in private ownership and continue to pay 
local property taxes. 

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection     
Program  administered by the U.S. Depart-
ment of   Agriculture, Natural Resources Con-
servation Service provides federal funds for 
state projects.  In 2007, almost $2,000,000 in 
matching funds assisted in the protection of 
Connecticut’s farms that met specific federal 
requirements. 

Local land trusts and towns provided               
$823,844 in funding to assist the state in the 
protection of locally important farms.  The 
Connecticut Farmland Trust and the towns of 
Suffield, Ashford and Woodstock participated 
in joint municipal and/or land trust projects 
that help leverage state funds for farmland 
preservation. 

Stebner Farm, Lebanon, CT (168 acres) Mar-
tha and her brother Walter had “no desire to see 
future development” at Cooks Hill and chose to 
sell development rights to the State.  They lease 
their farm to a local dairy for corn and hay. 

Beneski Farm, Suffield, CT (88 acres) With a 
high percentage of prime and statewide important 
farmland soils, this tobacco and dairy farm was 
protected through a cost share with the Town.  
Stony Brook crosses this farm and Stanley Beneski 
chose the State in this estate settlement.   

Landowners  
participating in the 

 Program: 
∼ do so voluntarily 
∼ are compensated 

for the develop-
ment rights 

∼ maintain ownership 
of the farm 

∼ continue to manage 
and pay taxes on 
the farm 

∼ can reinvest pro-
ceeds in the farm 

∼ can sell or lease the 
farm 

∼ maintain CT’s agri-
cultural heritage 

∼ leave a legacy for 
their families and 
future farmers 

Facing fields and 
barn at Beneski 
Farm in Suffield.  

 

Photo by J. 
Dippel, Director 
of Farmland 
Preservation 
Program. 

Highlights 
of 2007 

Dairy barn at Stebner Farm in 
Lebanon.  

Photo by James L. Gothreau of First 
Pioneer Farm Credit.  

Crane Farm, Franklin, CT (71 acres)  The 
family raises sheep and grows hay for use on the 
farm and other local farms.  Adjacent to other 
protected farms in the Babcock Hill Area, 
forming a block of 1,500 acres, this farm could 
have been sold for development to cover costly 
nursing care had it not been for the State Farm-
land Preservation Program. 

Facing west at 
fields of Crane 
Farm in 
Franklin.   

 

 

Photo by James 
L. Gothreau of 
First Pioneer 
Farm Credit. 
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