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CT Department of A griculture’s Farmland Preservation Program 

The mission of the Farmland Preservation  Pro-

gram is to preserve Connecticut’s local food 

security, agricultural heritage, and farmland 

economy through the purchase of development 

rights on farms with the most productive soils 

in agricultural communities.  Working with 

the agricultural community and our partners, 

our goal is to preserve 130,000 acres of farm-

land, with 85,000 in cropland, in Connecticut 

(by 2050 or risk being too late according to 

Council on Environmental Quality).  In 2007 

& 2008, 35 farms comprised of 3,812 acres for 

$19,599,567 were negotiated for preservation.  

As of March 1, 2009, 254 farms totalling 

34,500 acres have been recorded or approved 

for  protection by the Program. 

PDR farms completed or 
approved in 2007 & 2008 
 
       Farms   Acres           Cost $  
Completed   18    1,861 ac       8,542,907  
Approved     17    1,951 ac     11,056,660 

C T  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  
A G R I C U L T U R E ’ S   
 

F A R M L A N D  
P R E S E R V A T I O N  
P R O G R A M  

2 0 0 7 - 2 0 0 8  B I E N N I A L  
R E P O R T  S U M M A R Y  

Fish Kent Farm, Suffield, CT 

This 92-acre dairy support farm           
was protected in 2008 using funds from the           
Community Investment Act, USDA-Federal 
Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program, 
and the Town of Suffield.  This farm was one 
of seven joint state-municipal projects com-
pleted.  Every acre is prime and statewide im-
portant farmland soils and the farm is part of a 
protected five-farm cluster consisting of over 
600 acres of protected farmland. 

County   # Farms  Acres 

Fairfield     3     293 

Hartford   33  3,621 

Litchfield   54  6,980 

Middlesex  10  1,434 

New Haven    8     824 

New London  64  9,940  

Tolland   26  3,773 

Windham  59  7,635 

PDR farms approved in Program by County  
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members meet quarterly to provide input 
from the farm community on policy issues. 



The main objective of 
the Farmland Preserva-
tion Program is to secure 
a food and fiber produc-
ing land resource base, 
consisting primarily of 
prime and statewide im-
portant farmland soils, 
for the future of agricul-
ture in Connecticut.   

This land base will en-
able CT to produce at 
least 50% of its fluid 
milk needs and 70% of 
its in-season fresh fruits 
and vegetables.  In-state 
production ensures local 
availability of fresh farm 
products, reduced en-
ergy costs on transporta-
tion, and jobs in agricul-
ture, an important part 
of the  State’s economy. 

In 2008, legislation 
passed to create a new 
program for the protec-
tion of small farms called 
the Community Farms 
Preservation Program.  
The Farmland Preserva-
tion Advisory Board shall 
draft criteria and await 
funding for this impor-
tant segment of CT’s 
farmland community. 
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Nahibowitz Farm, Eastford (102 acres)  

Mamie Nahibowitz provided the ultimate gift to the 
State of Connecticut; a devise of her land for agri-
cultural preservation.  The State will retain the de-
velopment rights and ensure that the land stays in 
private ownership and agricultural production.  

Landowners  
participating in the 

 Program: 
 do so voluntarily 
 are compensated 

for the develop-
ment rights 

 maintain private 
ownership of the 
farm 

 continue to manage 
and pay local prop-
erty taxes on the 
farm 

 can reinvest pro-
ceeds in the farm 
and apply for farm 
viability grants 

 can sell or lease the 
farm 

 maintain CT’s agri-
cultural heritage 

 leave a legacy for 
their families and 
future farmers 

Highlights of 2008 

 

Great Progress:           
A total of 35 farm negotiations were conducted in 
2007 and 2008 on 3,812 acres.                                        

State Bonding Monies:  Enabled the Pro-
gram to close on 9 farms for a total of 
$3,685,537.  Another 17 farms were approved for 
a total cost of $11,056,660.  Lump sums of $5 
million each were authorized in December 2007, 
February and December 2008, for a total of $15 
million.  State bond funding provides money to 
leverage federal and municipal funds for farmland 
preservation and may be committed to 19 or more 
farms pending protection. 

Community Investment Act Funds: 
Enabled the Program to close on 9 farms in calen-
dar years 2007 – 2008 for a total of $4,213,237.  
Signed into law in 2005, this Public Act 228 funds 
farmland preservation through a portion of a $30 
fee on documents recorded into town land re-
cords.  Since inception, $10,698,877 has been 
generated for farmland preservation statewide.  
These funds also help provide the staff to manage 
acquisitions and provide ready source of funding 
for land acquisition expenses such as appraisals, 
surveys and title work.  

Farm and Ranch Lands Protection 
Program: Administered by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service provides federal funds for farmland 
protection.  In 2007-2008, approximately 3.3 mil-
lion in FRPP matching funds have been received 
for Connecticut farms that met specific federal 
requirements. 

Local Partners: Towns provided $1,214,050 
in funding to assist the state in the protection of 
farms important to the local community.  The 
Connecticut Farmland Trust, a statewide agricul-
tural land trust, and the Towns of Suffield, Ash-
ford, Woodstock, Pomfret and Granby are partici-
pating in joint projects. 

Bass Farm, 
Scotland 
(331 acres)  

Protected in 
two farm units 

of 210 and 120 acres each, Bass Farm is part of a large 
cluster of over 1,600 acres of preserved agricultural 
lands that has taken a number of years to assemble.  
Adjacent to Talbot Wildlife Management Area, this 
farm also provides valuable wildlife habitat, wetland 
resources, scenic vistas and other open space benefits.  
Approximately 175 acres is considered prime or state-
wide important farmland soils, the most productive 
soils for crops.  Bass Farm is in corn and hay support-
ing their large dairy herd.    
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