
 April 21, 2015 

  Two donkeys, a mule and a horse seized by the Department of 
Agriculture in cruelty and neglect cases will be offered for adoption 
this Saturday at UConn’s annual Spring Horse Auction.  
 The animals have been living at the department’s Second Chance 
animal rescue facility located at York Correctional Institution in 
Niantic, where inmates assist agriculture department staff in their 
care.  
  “Our team at the Second Chance Large Animal Rehabilitation Fa-
cility has worked hard to bring these animals back to health so they 
can find new homes,” Agriculture Commissioner Steven K. Reviczky 
said.  “Proceeds from their sale will go directly into our rehabilitation 
program, ensuring that other animals will get the kind of care that 
these were fortunate enough to receive.”  
 More than 230 horses, mules and donkeys as well as other various 
livestock and poultry have been rehabilitated at the facility since it 
opened in 2003.   
 The annual auction, along with a tack and equipment sale, is held 
by UConn’s College of Agriculture and Natural Resources, and bene-
fits the Equine Science Program in the Department of Animal Sci-
ence. About a dozen animals are to be auctioned, and the agriculture 
department is offering the following: 

             (Continued on Page 3)   
 

 A former champion barrel racer horse that was rehabilitated by the 
agriculture department is having his story made into a movie by the 
New York City filmmaker who adopted him.    
 Kelly Colbert’s “Midnight in Montana” documentary will recount the 
journey of a Quarter Horse that was brought to the department’s Sec-
ond Chance animal rescue facility after being seized from a Fairfield 
County horse farm whose owner was charged with animal cruelty.  
 A champion barrel racer in Montana, where he was known as Mid-
night, the horse was put up for adoption at age 14 and was bought by 
the Easton horse farm, where he was named Blackie.  
 In 2011, the agriculture department received a complaint that horses 
were being mistreated at the farm.    
 Part of the evidence was a video shot by a visitor that showed an 
emaciated Blackie limping and searching for food in his paddock.  
The agriculture department seized Blackie and four other of the more 
than 100 horses living at the farm.  
 Blackie was found lying in mud and suffering from a severe respira-
tory condition that made breathing so difficult his nostrils had become 
grotesquely enlarged. He was also severely malnourished and de-
pressed when he arrived at Second Chance.                  

           (Continued on Page 3)   

Above left: Firecracker, a donkey seized by the Dept. of Agriculture in a neglect case, is one of four animals rehabilitated at 
the department’s Second Chance large animal rescue facility that will be offered for adoption at UConn’s annual spring  

auction this Saturday. Above right: Supervising Animal Control Officer Ray Connors being interviewed Monday at the Niantic 
facility for a documentary about a neglected horse named Blackie that received care there before being adopted by the film’s 

producer, Kelly Colbert, partially obscured in middle.   

FOUR ANIMALS SEIZED IN NEGLECT CASES OFFERED 
FOR ADOPTION AT ANNUAL UCONN AUCTION  
By Ray Connors, Supervising Animal Control Officer   

DOCUMENTARY TO FEATURE “FAIRY TALE” STORY OF 
HORSE REHABILITATED BY DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE  
By Steve Jensen, Office of Commissioner Steven K. Reviczky 



        PA LIVESTOCK SUMMARY 
  

        Avg. Dressing 
               LOW     HIGH 

  

SLAUGHTER COWS: 

 breakers 75-80% lean   104.00  110.00 

boners 80-85% lean   102.00  110.50 

lean 85-90% lean    98.00   106.00 

CALVES graded bull 
  No 1 100-110Ibs    535.00  560.00 

  No 1 70-100lbs    575.00  625.00 

  No 2 100-120lbs    500.00  535.00 

  No 2 80-100lbs    525.00  560.00 

No 3 120-130lbs    435.00  460.60 

SLAUGHTER STEERS  

 HiCh/Prm 3-4        163.50  165.50 

 Ch2-3           159.00  163.00 

 Sel1-3           156.00  159.50 
SLAUGHTER HOLSTEINS 

 HiCh/Prm 3-4      148.50  150.00 

Ch2-3           141.00  146.00 

Sel1-2          135.00  139.00 

SLAUGHTER HEIFERS  

 HiCh/Prm3-4       155.50  160.00 

Ch2-3           152.00  154.00 

Sel1-2          149.00  150.00 

SLAUGHTER LAMBS:Non-Traditonal Markets: 

ch/pr 2-3  

 50-90 lbs         280.00  295.00 

SLAUGHTER EWES: 2-3 

 120-150 lbs        82.00   100.00  

BUCKS 

 120-300 lbs        60.00  127.00 

SLAUGHTER GOATS: Sel.1, by head, est. 

 40-60 lbs         147.00  195.00 

 60-80 lbs         210.00  235.00  

 80-100 lbs        255.00  265.00 

 Nannies/Does: 80-130 lbs  200.00  265.00 

       130-180 lbs    220.00  270.00 
 Bucks/Billies: 80-100 lbs  260.00  270.00 

       100-150 lbs    287.00  295.00                          

       150-250 lbs    325.00  400.00 

                       

                 USDA DAIRY  
             NORTHEAST/RETAIL   
 
BUTTER , 1LB         2.99  3.99 
CHEESE, NATURAL, 8OZ   1.49  3.00 
CHEESE,NAT, 1# SHRED   3.49  3.49 
COTTAGE CHEESE, 16OZ  1.99  2.99 
CREAM CHEESE, 8OZ    1.20  2.00 
ICE CREAM, 48-64OZ     2.49  3.50 
MILK, ALL, 1/2 GAL      3.49  3.49 
SOUR CREAM, 16OZ     1.39  2.00 
YOGURT, GREEK, 4-6OZ     .88  1.25 
YOGURT, GREEK 32 OZ   3.99  5.29  
 

   PA FEEDER PIG SUMMARY  
US # 1-2 30-40 lb       195.00    240.00 
     40-50 lb         200.00    210.00 

MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION 
       Middlefield, CT., April 20, 2015  
Bob Calves:           LOW        HIGH  
45-60 lbs.          50.00    60.00 
61-75 lbs.        150.00  185.00 
76-90 lbs.        400.00  410.00 
91-105 lbs.       420.00  430.00 
106 lbs. & up      440.00  445.00 
Farm Calves      450.00  460.00 
Starter Calves        45.00    48.00 
Veal Calves       150.00  185.00 
Open Heifers      160.00  185.00 
Beef Heifers        n/a    n/a 
Feeder Steers      190.00  195.00 
Beef Steers       129.00  137.00 
Stock Bulls       125.00  130.00 
Beef Bulls        140.00  143.00 
Replacement Cows    n/a    n/a 
Replacement Heifers    n/a    n/a 
Boars           n/a    n/a 
Sows           n/a    n/a 
Butcher Hogs       n/a    n/a 
Feeder Pigs        n/a    n/a 
Sheep          100.00  125.00 
Lambs         130.00  170.00 
Goats each       125.00  250.00 
Kid Goats        170.00  180.00 
Canners          up to  107.00 
Cutters         108.00  111.00 
Utility Grade Cows   112.00  115.00 
Rabbits each          8.00    28.00 
Chickens each         5.00    17.00 
Ducks each         10.00     18.00 

            

   NORTHEAST EGG PRICES USDA 
          Per doz. Grade A and Grade A white  
          in cartons to retailers (volume buyers)   
      

  XTRA LARGE       1.10  1.30 
  LARGE          1.04  1.18 
  MEDIUM             .81    .94 

       
      NEW ENGLAND SHELL EGGS 
                  Per doz. Grade A brown in  
          carton delivered store door. (Range) 

       XTRA LARGE        1.64 1.79  
  LARGE           1.58 1.69 
  MEDIUM           1.22 1.32 
            
                NEW HOLLAND, PA.  
        HOG AUCTION 

 Prices quoted by hundred wt.  

48-52   200-300 lbs   40.00  42.00 
      300-400 lbs   38.00  40.00 
52-56   200-300 lbs   45.00  50.00 
Sows, US1-3  

300-500 lbs   17.00  26.00 
500-650 lbs   25.50  31.00 

Boars 
      200-300 lbs   28.00  30.00 
      300-400 lbs   16.00  20.00 
      400-600 lbs     4.00    5.00 
   
         
      

 
 

  WHOLESALE FRUITS & VEGETABLES   
NEW ENGLAND GROWN   

   Boston Terminal and Wholesale Grower Prices  
                                                              
                     LOW     HIGH 

ALFALFA SPROUTS, 5LB     14.00  14.00 
APPLE, MACS,12-3 LBS     18.00  18.00 
APPLE, MACS,120 US#1     17.00  18.00 
BEAN SPROUTS, 12-12OZ    12.00  15.00 
CIDER, APPLE 4-1 GAL      24.00  24.00 
LETTUCE,HYDR0PONIC,12/CS 15.00  15.00  
PARSNIPS, 25LB         24.00  30.00 
RUTABAGAS, 50LBS       16.00  16.00 
SQUASH, BTTRNT,1-1/9 BU   12.00  14.00 
TOMATOES,12LB, GRHSE, VR  24.00  25.00 
TOMS,GHSE, ON VINE,11LB   12.00  15.00 

 
SHIPPED IN 

APPLE,RED DEL,NY,88,USXFCY 22.00  22.00 
APPLE,FUJI,88,PA,USXFCY   15.00  18.00 
ASPARAGUS,CA, JBO,11LB   34.00  36.00 
BEANS,GREEN,FL,BU,MCHPK  19.00  21.00 
BLUEBERRIES, FL,12-6OZ    23.00  23.00 
BOK CHOY, FL, 20LB       24.00  28.00 
BROCCOLI, CA, 20 LB, CRWNS 18.00  22.00 
CARROTS, CA, 16-3LB      19.00  23.00 
CABBAGE, SAVOY,TX, 40LB   18.00  18.00 
CORN, BICOLOR,FL, 4DZ    15.00  17.00 
CUKES, FL, 1-1/9 BU,       14.00  18.00 
LETTUCE, OAKLEAF,CA,2.2LB  11.00  12.00 
MACHE, PA, GRHSE, 3LB    12.00  12.00 
ORANGES,NAVEL,CA, 88    21.00  23.00 
PEAR,D’ANJOU,OR,US#1,120  34.00  34.00 
PEPPERS,GRN,FL,LG,1-1/9BU  10.00  16.00 
RASPBERRIES,CA 6-12OZ    24.00  25.00 
RHUBARB, WA, 20LB       42.00  42.00 
SWEET POTATOES, LA, 40LB  16.00  18.00 
SWISS CHARD, GA, 12/CTN   16.00  16.00 

                

       CONNECTICUT GROWN PLANTS  

FLAT, FLOWERS         7.75  8.00 
FLAT, VEGETABLES       7.75  8.00 
4”IMPATIENS,NEW GUINEA    1.60  2.10 
4.5” GERANIUM          1.70  2.10 
6” GERANIUM           3.50  4.25 
10” HANGING BASKET      8.75  9.00 
12” PATIO PLANTER        10.90  12.00 
12”HANGER, MOSS/FIBER     17.00  17.75 
8” SUMMER ANNUAL           4.50   5.00 
TOMATO, 2 GALLON            5.00  5.40 

 
   USDA BEEF 

       NORTHEAST/RETAIL PER LB.    
 

RIBEYE STEAK, B/IN          6.97    12.99 
RIB EYE ROAST, BNLS        7.99   8.99 
PORTERHOUSE STEAK          9.99  10.99 
NY STRIP STEAK, BNLS       6.97  10.99 
BOTTOM ROUND ROAST     3.99   4.99 
TOP ROUND STEAK        4.99   6.49 
LONDON BROIL           4.99   7.99 
BRISKET              2.99   2.99 
CUBE STEAKS           4.49   5.49 
STEW MEAT            4.99   5.99 
GROUND BEEF, 90%        5.29   9.99 
GROUND BEEF, 80-89%         4.79   5.19 
SKIRT STEAK             9.99    9.99  



 

FOR SALE 
1-R. Blumenthal & Donahue is now Connecticut’s first independ-

ent NATIONWIDE Agri-Business Insurance Agency. Christmas tree 
growers, beekeepers, sheep breeders, organic farmers and all others, 
call us for all your insurance needs. 800-554-8049 or 
www.bludon.com. 

2-R. Farm, homeowner and commercial insurance—we do it all. 
Call Blumenthal & Donahue 800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com. 

3-R.  Gallagher electric fencing for farms, horses, deer control, 
gardens, & beehives. Sonpal’s Power Fence 860-491-2290. 

4-R.  Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases, 
30 doz and 15 doz.  Polinsky Farm 860-376-2227. 

5-R. Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Program, endorsed by 
the CT Farm Bureau, save up to 23% on your farm insurance and get 
better protection. References available from satisfied farmers. Call 
Marci today at 203-444-6553. 

8-R. CT non-GMO grain and corn. Hay and straw. Pleasant View 
Farms. Louis. 860-803-0675.  

23. 6’X10’ Trail-Flite trailer w/ramp, 15” tires. $900.00 203-266-
0722. 

24. 1930’s farm kitchen Home Comfort wood and coal cooking 
stove. $600.00. 203-266-0722.  

27-R. Irrigation Pump on trailer--Yanmar Diesel-liquid cooled-3cyl-
21.5hp/Rainbow SBB 4x3x9.5 pump/Primer  with 4" SCAN-Kleen Fil-
ter, 4" Foot Valve and 170 Feet of 4"HPDE Suction Pipe. Used one 
season in 2012-excellent condition.  Cost new was $12,400.  Reason-
able offers considered.  Mark after 6pm.  860-977-6948. 

29-R. First cutting hay for sale. $5.00 / bale. 860-881-4219. 
31-R. Kubota M5400 with loader, cab, 4x4. $15,000.00. JD 2940. 

$9,500.00. JD 4040, new motor. $12,000.00. JD 6405, 2WD loader. 
$22,000.00. JD 750 tractor with mower deck. $3,500.00. Several PTO 
generators. NH 311 baler. $4,000.00. NH575 baler with thrower. 
$12,000.00. NH 570 baler with thrower-SHARP! $10,500.00. NH 315 
baler with thrower. $5,500.00. JD 338 baler with kicker. $5,500.00. 
Case IH round baler, RBX 442. JD 300 round baler. $6,000.00. 2 star 
tedder $1,500.00. NH 256 rake. $1,600.00. NH 258 rake. $2,500.00. 
Double hitch for hayrakes. $1,600.00. JD 2 row corn planter, model 
7000. 1,500.00. JD 10’ chisel plow. IH 450 3 bottom reset plow. 
$2,500.00. 6 – 9X18 kicker wagons, used. $3,000.00 each. 2 – IH 4 
bottom 720 reset plows—need work. $1,600.00 apiece. 203-530-4953. 

32-R. For Sale: New Holland 310 baler for parts or repair. Best 
offer. 860-978-5200. 

33-R. Alpaca herd reduction sale/ retirement sale.   Accepting 
Offers. Breeding Females available at reduced package pricing! Herd 
of 11 breeding females. Some national ribbon winners! Carefully se-
lected genetic lineage includes: Bueno, Royal Fawn, & Oliver. All 
Champion Show Breeding lines Chosen for fiber quality. This is a must 
see herd! Exceptional quality! Call today - Bethanne - 860-778-4460 - 
North East Alpacas. 

WANTED 
28-R. Used or new gutter cleaner 14” links for Patz barn cleaner 

and used or new fertilizer hopper for no. 56 International 2 row corn 
planter. Call 203-735-2862. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
6-R. Farm/Land specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real 

Estate.  Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience 
and 40 years of finance.  Representing both Buyers and Sellers.  Call 
Clint Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667. 

FOUR ANIMALS SEIZED IN NEGLECT CASES OFFERED FOR 
ADOPTION AT ANNUAL UCONN AUCTION  

(Continued from Page 1)  

 Firecracker  -  a donkey gelding with a sweet personality that loves 

attention and is easy to handle.  Although in his mid-20s, he is very 
playful with other donkeys and horses, especially the younger ones. 
He would make a great companion for any equine. He is good for the 
farrier and the vet and has no known health conditions.  

 Tri - a donkey in her late 20s, easy to handle and very gentle.  

    She is quiet natured, gets along with everyone and anything on the  
     farm, and enjoys being groomed and sunbathing. She has no vices  
   or known health conditions and is good for the farrier and vet.  

 Moss - a 15-year-old female mule, gentle but spunky. She enjoys 

running around and playing with her herd mates, and likes to be in 
charge of the others but is not aggressive. She is easy to handle, but 
can be a bit timid with new situations. Moss has no vices, and is good 
for the farrier and vet.  

 Isis - a 25-year-old grey Arabian mare that stands 14.2 hands high.  

    She has been owned by the state for several years, and would make  
    a lovely riding partner after getting some saddle time. Although not a  
    fan of other horses, she thrives on human affection.  
    She is not easily spooked and is wonderful for the vet and the farrier. 
   Isis is used to teach new workers how to handle horses, and is be  
   ginner-safe as far as ground work goes. She has some minor arthri- 
   tis in her hocks, but has had no major known health issues. 
 The sale preview begins at 11 a.m. and the auction of about a dozen 
animals starts at 1 p.m. at the Horsebarn Hill Arena on the Storrs campus.   
The horses being offered by UConn have had extensive use in various 
equine programs at the university. 
 All animals have current vaccinations, health certificates and negative 
Coggins tests. Each also has a microchip (LifeChip®) for identification pur-
poses. All records will be available to prospective buyers.  

More information regarding the auction and on each animal being 
offered is available at   http://www.cag.uconn.edu/ansci/ansci/equine/

horsesale.php 

DOCUMENTARY TO FEATURE “FAIRY TALE” STORY OF 
HORSE REHABILITATED BY DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE  

(Continued from Page 1) 
  “In his condition, the odds of him being adopted were minimal,” Super-
vising Animal Control Officer Ray Connors said Monday as Colbert’s film 
crew toured  the barn where Blackie had fully recovered after about a 
year’s stay. “We were wondering if he would have to spend the rest of his 
life here.”  
 Colbert got involved in 2012 when she saw a friend’s Facebook posting 
about the case and immediately decided she wanted to adopt Blackie, 
(seen below left), who now lives at a horse farm in rural New Jersey near 
Colbert’s home and remains in great health.  
 “Blackie’s story really is a fairy tale,” Colbert said after Monday’s filming. 
“And I’m telling it from the horse’s point of view. The humans are just ac-
cessories.”  
 Colbert had produced a documentary three years ago exposing “puppy 
mills” that was shown on HBO. Her immediate goal for “Midnight in Mon-
tana” is entry into next year’s internationally-known Sundance Film Festi-
val.  
  “It may sound corny but I do this to give these animals a voice,” Colbert 
said.   
 Connors said Blackie’s case is among the most rewarding he has seen. 
 “This horse was so close to dying and now he has this great life,” Con-
nors said. “To see his eyes brighten up and him start to interact with other 
horses and people was fantastic. He got a chance to be a horse again.”  

 
Donations to help offset costs of caring for neglected or cruelly treat-

ed animals can be made by sending a check to: 
THE ANIMAL ABUSE COST RECOVERY ACCOUNT 

c/o Connecticut Department of Agriculture 
165 Capitol Avenue, Room G-8A 

http://www.bludon.com
http://www.cag.uconn.edu/ansci/ansci/equine/horsesale.php
http://www.cag.uconn.edu/ansci/ansci/equine/horsesale.php
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   CONNECTICUT GROWN SALES ITEMS PICKUP DAY 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22 AT HARTFORD REGIONAL MARKET  

 The Connecticut Grown sales items listed below are available for pick-up 
only on Wednesday, April 22, from 7 a.m.- 4 p.m. at the Hartford Regional 
Market, A Building, 101 Reserve Road, Hartford, CT.  

 Tents 

 10' x 10' King Canopy steel frame, instant pop-up tent. White with full color 
Connecticut Grown logo on all four sides. Tents are available to farmers, 
farmers' markets, agricultural organizations and agricultural non-profits. Limit 
2 per organization.  
 Tents must be pre-paid in full prior to scheduled pick-up. VISA/MC/
Discover accepted. Shipping not available.  

 To purchase, visit www.ConnecticutGrownStore.com, click on Farmers 

Only, or www.connecticutgrownstore.com/Connecticut-Grown-Tent-

CTGRO012.htm 

Point-of-Purchase Signs 

5” x 7” cards with Connecticut Grown logo and designated place to iden-

tify products for sale and the producing farm. 

    50 cards per pad.  
       Free – Limited Quantities  

 Plastic Bags 

White plastic bags with full color Connecticut Grown logo.  
$55 per case of 1,000 bags, payable by check only.  

 Questions may be directed to richard.macsuga@ct.gov or 860-713-2544.  

 
Clockwise from upper 
left: Isis, Tri and Moss 

are three of the four ani-
mals that will be offered 
for adoption this Satur-
day at UConn’s annual 
spring horse auction 

after being rehabilitated 
at the Dept. of Agricul-
ture’s Second Chance 

large animal rescue  
facility in Niantic. Sale 
preview begins at 11 
a.m. and the auction 
starts at 1 p.m. at the 

Horsebarn Hill Arena on 
the Storrs campus.  

http://www.ConnecticutGrownStore.com
http://www.connecticutgrownstore.com/Connecticut-Grown-Tent-CTGRO012.htm
http://www.connecticutgrownstore.com/Connecticut-Grown-Tent-CTGRO012.htm

