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NOTES from the DEPARTMENT . . .

THE NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM
By Rick Macsuga,
Department of Agriculture Marketing Representative

The National Organic Program (USDA/NOP) develops, implements
and administers national production, handling and labeling standards for
organic agricultural products. The USDA/NOP also accredits the certifying
agents who inspect organic production and handling operations to certify
that they meet USDA standards.

Since the early 2000’s Connecticut is one of only 15 states to receive
cost-share funding to reimburse producers for the cost of organic certifica-
tion. Each producer may be reimbursed for up to 75 percent of their organic
certification cost, not to exceed $750. The Connecticut Department of Agri-
culture works with about 35-40 Connecticut organic growers each year on
the cost-share program. For more information, call Rick at the Department
of Agriculture at 860-713-2544 or email at richard.macsuga@ct.gov.

NOTABLE TREES TOUR

OF NORTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT
Optional Class: October 14, 7pm — 8:30 pm
Tree Bus Tour: October 17, 9 am — 4:30 pm

About the Tour - The Hartford Cooperative Extension Council will host
a Notable Trees Tour Saturday, October 17, 2009. The bus will depart at
9:00 am and return at around 4:30 p.m. to our Windsor, CT starting point.
The tour offers participants the chance to witness and learn about mag-
nificent and notable trees of northeastern Connecticut during the peak of
autumn’s splendor. We will have access to two private homes with numer-
ous notable and champion trees, as well as stops in Pomfret, UConn Storrs
Campus, and Woodstock. Leaders for the tree tour will be Ed Richardson
and John Kehoe, both widely recognized as leading, local authorities on
rare and important trees.

Notable Trees - Notable trees satisfy criteria having to do with height,
circumference of the trunk and spread of the canopy. Established in 1985,
the Notable Trees Project collects and distributes information about Con-
necticut’s largest and most historic trees, both native and introduced. The
volunteer project is sponsored by the Connecticut Botanical Society, Con-
necticut College Arboretum and the Connecticut Urban Forest Council.
Many of the trees on the tour are not only unique but are located on pri-
vate property and are not normally accessible to the public. To learn more
about notable trees in Connecticut, visit www.oak.conncoll.edu.edu/8080/
notable.trees/

Educational Opportunity - A free, optional classroom session will be
held Wednesday October 14 for all those who purchase a tour ticket. This

evening class will be held at the West Hartford UConn campus. Topics will
include: notable/champion tree characteristics, wellness care and steward-
ship for mature trees, and techniques for tree identification. Instructors will
be the tour guides and UConn educators.

The cost of the class and tour, including lunch from Congress Rotis-
serie, is $65 per person for registrations received prior to September 15,
and $70 thereafter. Proceeds from this educational event will go to support
the Hartford County Cooperative Extension, the educational outreach of the
University of Connecticut, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources. A
portion of the registration fee is tax deductible and a receipt will be provided
the day of the tour.

About the Extension Council - The Council is a non-profit organiza-
tion dedicated to providing funds for various UConn Cooperative Extension
programs, including food and nutrition, food safety, lead paint remediation,
urban gardens, pesticide safety, the Master Gardener Program, 4-H, and
urban forestry. For more information about the Cooperative Extension Sys-
tem and their programs visit www.extension.uconn.edu.

The event will take place, rain or shine!

The downloadable brochure and registration form can be found on the
UConn Cooperative Extension homepage, www.extension.uconn.edu. Pre-
registration is required and is limited to 100 participants. Last year’s tour
was sold out — purchase your tickets early! Upon registration, an e-mail
confirmation of your acceptance will be sent. Questions can be sent to Deb-
bye Rosen at debbyerosen@sbcglobal.net.

CELEBRATING AGRICULTURE
Join the Connecticut Poultry Association for an
Omelet and Crepe Cooking Demonstration
Saturday, September 26, 2009
Demonstrations from 11:30 a.m. through 1:00 p.m.
at the Woodstock Fair Grounds in the Ag Exhibition Barn

Learn the secrets of top local chefs as they show you how to
create restaurant-quality crepes and omelets
using eggs and locally grown ingredients.
Decorated Easter Eggs will also be on display.

Make and meet friends at Celebrating Agriculture!
Rt. 169, South Woodstock, CT
Rain or shine Free Parking Free Admission
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FRESH FRUITS & VEGETABLES

NORTHEAST EGG PRICES U.S.D.A.
September 14, 2009
Prices To Retailers, Sales To Volume Buyers,
USDA Grade A and Grade A, White Eggs In
Cartons, Warehouse, Cents Per Dozen

EXTRA LARGE 89-93
LARGE 87-91
MEDIUM 62-65

METROPOLITAN AREA

MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION
Middlefield, CT, September 14, 2009
Live animals brought the following average
prices per cwt.:

Bob Calves: Low High
45-60 Ibs. 28.00 38.00
61-75 Ibs. 39.00 40.00
76-90 Ibs. 4400 47.00
91-105 Ibs. 48.00 55.00
106 lbs. & up 60.00 70.00

Farm Calves 80.00 180.00

Started Calves 28.00 35.00

Veal Calves 65.00 102.50

Open Heifers 75.00 115.00

Beef Heifers 45.00 48.00

Feeder Steers 48.00 70.00

Beef Steers 44.00 65.00

Stock Bulls 80.00 107.50

Beef Bulls 75.00 80.00

Feeder Pigs each 27.50 40.00

Sheep each 60.00 85.00

Lambs each 55.00 155.00

Goats each 35.00 130.00

Canners Up to 40.50

Cutters 41.00 45.00

Utility Grade Cows 46.00 48.00

Rabbits each 5.00 18.00

Chickens each 4,00 17.00

Ducks each 3.00 16.00

Provided by Middlesex Livestock Auction.

NEW HOLLAND LIVESTOCK AUCTION
MONDAY, September 14, 2009

Bulk/ High/ Low Dressing
SLAUGHTER COWS:
Breakers 75-80 65-75% lean

43.00-47.00 47.00-50.00 40.25-43.50

Boners 80-85 65-75% lean
42.50-46.50 ------m-mm- 37.00-42.25
Lean 85-90 65-75% lean

37.00-43.00 43.00-44.25 30.00-36.50
SLAUGHTER BULLS: Yield Grade 1
1120-2270 lbs 55.00-61.00
SLAUGHTER LAMBS: Wooled & Shorn
Choice and Prime 2-3

50-60 Ibs 128.00-146.00
60-70 Ibs 124.00-136.00
70-80 Ibs 116.00-132.00
80-90 Ibs 110.00-128.00
90-110 Ibs 106.00-125.00
110-130 Ibs 102.00-108.00
130-150 Ibs 100.00-113.00
150-200 Ibs 90.00-110.00
Choice 2-3 50-60 Ibs 122.00-128.00
60-70 Ibs 116.00-126.00
70-80 Ibs 102.00-113.00
80-90 Ibs 98.00-110.00
90-110 Ibs 92.00-106.00
110-130 Ibs 90.00-100.00

U.S.D.A.
NEW ENGLAND GROWN NEW YORK PRICES
APPLES, Cortland Fcy 2-1/2 up bu 20.00 24.00 WHITE EGGS
APPLES, Gala 100 ct exfcy 24.00 25.00 TO RETAILERS
APPLES, Mcintosh ex fcy 96¢t 23.00 25.00 For 1 dozen,
APPLES, Mcintosh, no grade bu 18.00 18.00 Grade A eggs on:
APPLE CIDER, 4/1-gal 13.00 13.00 September 14, 2009
BEANS, Green bu CT 16.00 18.00 EXTRA LARGE 96-100
BEETS, 25Ibs-organic 22.00 22.00 LARGE 94-98
BROCCOLI, 14ct 10.00 11.00 MEDIUM 71-75
BROCCOLI, Cut Crown 20lbs 9.00 12.00 Above quotations based on
CABBAGE, Green 50lb med CT 8.00 10.00 CARTON sales to retailers.
CANTALOUPS, bin 24” — price each 1.00 1.40
CORN, 5dz 10.00 14.00
CUCUMBERS, 1-1/9bu super sel CT 20.00 22.00
CUCUMBERS, Pickles 1/2bu 12.00 14.00 NEW BEDFORD
EGGPLANT, 1-1/9bu med CT US #1 14.00 17.00 WHALING CITY SEAFOOD
LEEKS, 12's 14.00 14.00
LETTUCE, Green Leaf 24ct organic 28.00 29.00 SEADSI?;ZI_-I:D(‘)YPQBS\BICI)\JgS &
LETTUCE, Romaine 24ct organic 29.00 29.00 PRICES IN 1. 000 LBS
NECTARINES, 1/2 bu 2-1/2 up 16.00 24.00 DATE 9/14/09’_ PRICES
PEACHES, White 1/2bu 2-1/2 up 17.00 24.00 INCLUDE DEALERS FEES
PEACHES, Yellow 2-1/2” ¥ bu 19.00 23.00 SPECIES SEA SCALLOPS
PEARS, Bartlett 4/5 bu 2-1/2 up 18.00 22.00 LBS MIN HIGH
PEPPERS, Cubanelles 1-1/9bu Ige CT 12.00 14.00 U2 CHANNEL 2.1 825 900
PEPPERS, Green Bell exige 1-1/9bu 10.00 10.00 U/10 2'5 960 965
PLUM, 1/2bu prune 20.00 20.00 10/20 33.6 685 710
POTATOES, Chef 50Ib 11.00 13.00 20/30 56.6 665 700
SQUASH, Acorn 1-1/9 bu Ige 12.00 15.00 30/40 0'4 660 660
SQUASH, Butternut 1-1/9 bu 12.00 15.00 U/10 GEORGES 0.6 915 915
SQUASH, Green %2 bu sm-med CT 14.00 17.00 U2 1'0 870 900
SQUASH, Spaghetti 1-1/9 Ige 13.00 14.00 10/20 55'9 675 710
SQUASH, Yellow %2 bu sm-med 14.00 18.00 20/30 47'5 660 670
TOMATOES, 8qt basket 10.00 12.00 :
TOMATOES, med 10.00 12.00 NEW BEDFORD
TOMATOES, Field 20Ib Ige two layer 14.00 16.00 | WHALING CITY SEAFOOD
TOMATOES, Plum 25Ib field med 14.00 16.00 DISPLAY AUCTION
TOMATOES, Cherry 12-1pt CT 10lb med 12.00 14.00 FISH LANDINGS & PRICES IN
WATERMELON, Sugarbaby Ige price each  2.25  2.50 1,000 LBS & $/CWT DATE 9/14/09
WATERMELON, Seedless 15Ib price each 3.50 4.00 PRICES INCLUDE DEALERS
Above quotations are based on Boston Terminal Prices FEES - 1/ 0 MEANS LESS THAN
100 POUND
SLAUGHTER GOATS: All goats are Selection 1, | gpecIES LBS MIN HIGH
sold by the head, estimated weights. COD WHALE 00 162 162
Kids: 30-40 Ibs 38.00-40.00 LGE 0.0 180 180
40-50 Ibs 40.00-54.00 MKT 49 231 245
50-60 Ibs 46.00-58.00 SCRD 16 221 224
60-70 Ibs 54.00-70.00 MIXED 00 112 12
70-80Ibs 62.00-78.00 GILLNET MKT COD 0.0 214 214
80-90 Ibs 78.00-86.00 HADDOCK 02 214 214
90-100 lbs 86.00-102.00 HADDOCK SCRD 28 127 258
100-110 Ibs 92.00-110.00 POLLOCK 02 69 69
Nannies/Does: 80-130 Ibs 62.00-70.00 WOLF 00 98 98
130-180 Ibs 64.00-78.00 CUSK 01 37 87
Bucks/Billies: 100-150 Ibs 114.00-132.00 HAKE LGE 04 129 149
150-250 Ibs 132.00-152.00 MED 05 103 134
NEW HOLLAND,PA HOG AUCTION SML 0.1 81 81
Mon September 14, 2009 - Hogs sold by actual [ MED DRESSED BLUEFISH 1.0 17 37
weights, prices quoted by hundred weight. OCN PRCH 05 69 69
Percent Lean Weight Price YELLOWTAIL LGE 1.4 110 114
49-54 220-270Ibs  34.50-37.00 SM 22 A 84
270-300 Ibs  34.50-37.00 DABS SML 00 9 91
45-49 220-270Ibs  33.00-34.50 LEMONSOLE GEO 23 88 99
270-300 Ibs  30.50-33.75 LGE GEO BB MIXED 10.0 107 115
Sows: US 1-3 300-500 Ibs  22.50-25.00 MIXED GEO BB 98 127 132
500-700 Ibs  26.00-28.00 PEEWEE 12 89 90
Boars: 300-700 Ibs  5.00-6.00 LGE SHOAL FLDR 0.0 98 103
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ADVERTISEMENTS

FOR SALE

1-R. CT. Christmas Tree Growers, CT. Sheep Breeders and CT. Bee-
keepers Associations Special Insurance Packages available through Blu-
menthal/Donahue Insurance Agency--Toll Free 1-800-554-8049, 1-877-
267-8323, ddonahue01@comcast.net or www.hobbyfarmusa.com.. Farm
Commercial Auto Coverage now available.

2-R. Farm Insurance for all types of farming at very competitive rates.
1-800-554-8049, 1-877-267-8323, ddonahueO01@comcast.net or www.
hobbyfarmusa.com., Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency. Farm Com-
mercial Auto Coverage now available.

3-R. CT Grown Mesh Bags - The Connecticut Department of Agricul-
ture has CT Grown Mesh Bags for sale. These bags are super strong and
exceptionally attractive. The dimensions are 16” I x 5" w x 12" h. They are
being sold by the case (40 per case) for $156.16. For more information or
to order, please call (860)713-2503.

4-R. Gallagher High Tensile and portable electric fencing for farms,
deer control, gardens. Sonpal’'s Power Fence (860) 491-2290.

6-R. Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases, 30
doz and 15 doz. Polinsky Farm (860) 376-2227.

76-R. Rough Sawn lumber, fence boards, trailer planks, tomato stakes,
custom and portable sawing. 203-788-2430.

99-R. Battery powered price computing scales with state compliance,
battery powered cash registers, livestock truck scales. 1-800-403-5919.

MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION
488 Cherry Hill Rd.
Middlefield, Ct. 06455

rm & Landscape Equipment Auction -
Sat Oct.17, 2009 @ 8:30 Am (Rain Or Shine)

This—Sate Is Open To The Public To Both Buy & Sell!

The Sale Consists Of But Not Limited To Farm & Compact Tractors,
Rider Mowers, Cars, Trucks, Landscape Trailers, Backhoes, Dozers,
Mini Excavators, 3 Pt Hitch Attachments, Welders, Generators,
Farm Equipment - You Name It We Sell It!

Accepting Consignments From-
Weds. Oct.14 & Thurs. Oct. 15 from 9:00 Am
To 7:00 Pm & Fri. Oct 16, From 9:00 Am To 5:00 Pm
With Preview All Day

Friday From 9:00 Am To 7:00 Pm

Fall Feeder Cattle Auction|
Sat. Oct 24,2009 @ 11:00 AN

This sale consists of all sizes, breeds & gender of beet cattle!
It is open to the public to both buy & sell. It is focused on the
Farmer to get the best prices for their feeder cattle and for
the buyer to get the best quality to raise or show.

Accepting Consignments On
Friday Oct 23,2009 From 10:00 Am To 6:00 Pm &
Sat.Oct. 24,From 7:00 Am To 11:00 Am
With Sale Starting Promptly At 11:00 Am

Cattle Will Be Fed And Watered For No Extra Cost!

Terms Of Sale --- Cash Or Check,
Mastercard & Visa -W/2% Surcharge

For More Information Call: Lisa Scirpo 860-883-5828
Sale Barn 860-349-3204; Res. 860-346-8550
www.auctionzip.com; Email --sscirpo35@comcast.net

LUNCH ROOM OPEN!

116-R. Hay for sale — off meadow in Lebanon. Round bales $45. 860-
886-0716.

138-R. Hay 4x4 round bales and small square bales. Call for more
information at 203-484-0664.

140-R. Lambs, 4 mos - $125. Hay round bales 4x5, $50. p.u., square
bales 1st & 2nd cut. Guinea hen keets $4. 1,500 gal. insulated stainless
tank $1,500. or B.O. 860-537-1974.

149-R. Round bales 40"x54” approximately 600 Ibs. Real nice mix of
Timothy and Orchard grass. Call Steve 860-729-6408 in East Windsor.

155-R. Registered polled Hereford bred cow-calf combinations, feeder
steers and heifers, 3 year old registered Hereford bull with low birth weight
and high intramuscular fat. Grand View Farm 860-485-5720. lucasles-
lie40@hotmail.com.

159-R. Registered Hereford Bull and Cow/Calf Pairs for sale. Excellent
blood lines www.doublehacres.net or call Herb at 860-250-3311.

160-R. New Holland Super 717 Corn Chopper 1-row. New Holland Su-
per 717 with grass head. Alis Chamlers table ensilage blower PTO driven.
New Holland #56 hay rake. 1989 Ford 8000 diesel engine has less than
30K miles with 18ft Dion self-unloading box. Papec 14’ unloading wagon.
Crop sprayer. 18" thickness planer. 12" Jointer. Power hacksaw. Richardton
1200 dump wagon with 6” riser dumps 10’-3”. 5ft dia x 7ft long rotary ma-
nure spreader. 10ft Culti packer. Bale collector 7x10. 20ft feeder with rub-
ber roof. 40ft hay elevator on wheels. 24ft hay elevator. 30ft hay elevator.
2-row JD corn planter. Call evening before 9:00 — 860-635-1379.

163-R. 1955 Chevy % ton truck with rack body. Best Offer. Call for
more information at 860-712-2919.

164-R. Wholesale pumpkins. Premium quality — all sizes and varieties.
Delivery available. 860-712-2919.

167. Four pieces potato sorting, etc. for warehouse, one price. + 14pt
elect conveyor good for loading cordwood $200. One row J.D. sub soiler
$175. Call for information at 860-684-2206.

168. Straw for sale regular bales 50-60lbs. Phone 860-675-9252.

169-R. Hay 2nd cutting, 90% alfalfa $5.00 per bale. Brush hog #306
heavy duty rotary mower $1,250. (203) 623-2956.

171. Farmall Cub for sale 1950 with cultivators $2,100. IH 16” single
bottom plow on steel $125. JD 7ft harrow $75. Farmall S/SC axle $35 pr.
Kohler engine 12 hp complete not running $75. Cub bar mower $300. Call
860-828-6460.

173-R. Christmas greens, balsam wreaths, several varieties of roping,
kissing balls. Samples gladly shown. We deliver. 203-457-1344.

WANTED

154-R. Ford Tractor Wanted — 1953 NAA and up or 600 or 700 Series.
Please call Bill at 860-653-0491.

162-R. Farm Land - Looking for 1-2 acres of tillable land to rent/lease
in the Windsor area where | can grow chemical free vegetables and de-
velop my small CSA business. Contact: Kim 860-688-6020.

165-R. 3-pt hitch hydraulic forklift wanted. Call 860-712-2919.

172-R. Used calf hutch for student FFA project wanted. Call for more
information at 860-917-5190.

MISCELLANEOUS

6-R. The Connecticut Department of Agriculture has established the
Farm Link Program. It is a matchmaking service to help new farmers find
farm land owners (for rent or for sale) and to aid in the process of land
rental and/or farm transfer to the next generation of farmers. Applications
now available at www.farmlink.uconn.edu or by calling Jane Slupecki at
(860) 713-2588.

7-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real Es-
tate. Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience and 40
years of finance. Representing both Buyers and Sellers. Call Clint Charter
of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667.

8-R. Horse properties, Farms and Land. Ralph’s the man specializing
in all types of Real Estate. With a lifetime of agricultural and business
experience he is the best choice to represent both buyers and sellers and
make your dreams come true. Call Ralph Winn with Century 21 Alaimo &
Corrado at (860) 648-6902 or www.winwithWINN.com.
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FROM CHICKEN FEATHERS TO FLOWER POTS

Chicken feathers, usually an unwanted byproduct of poultry processing,
may have a more valuable future as an ingredient in biodegradable flower
pots, according to an Agricultural Research Service (ARS) scientist.

Chemist Walter Schmidt, in the ARS Environmental Management and
Byproduct Utilization Laboratory in Beltsville, Md., has been developing
practical uses for discarded chicken feathers. Each year, approximately 4
billion pounds of chicken feathers are left over after processing in the United
States.

Working with the Horticultural Research Institute (HRI) in Washington,
DC, Schmidt and HRI research associate Masud Huda have formulated
planting pots that degrade over variable periods of time, ranging from one
to five years.

The pots look and feel like any other plastic planters encountered at
your local nursery, but they are made to disintegrate naturally, without harm
to the environment. In fact, the pots--manufactured without any petroleum
components--would slowly release beneficial nitrogen to the soil.

In 2002, Schmidt and Justin Barone, a former ARS research associate,
found feather-derived plastic could be molded just like any other plastic and
has properties very similar to plastics such as polyethylene and polypropyl-
ene. This makes the feather-derived plastic a unique material for packaging
or any other application where high strength and biodegradability are de-
sired, according to Schmidt. In 2006, the process of making composites and
films from feather keratin was patented by ARS.

Schmidt and Huda are now working to develop fully biodegradable flow-
erpots. Several commercial pot manufacturers are involved in this phase to
determine optimum production-scale molding specifications for the contain-
ers. According to Schmidt, the "green" horticultural end products will not
only help solve the environmental problem by creating biodegradable plas-
tics, but will also provide a cost-effective commercial use for feathers.

ARS is the principal intramural scientific research agency in the U.S.
Department of Agriculture.

WE’VE GOT IT “MADE IN CT”!
The THIRD Annual Made in Connecticut Fair!
Sunday, October 4 , 2009, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
at The Colonial Tavern, 24 Hawley Lane, Oxford, CT
$2 Admission Fee (Kids under 12 FREE)
Rain or Shine (tented patio area)
CT Gourmet Foods, Crafts, Art, And Local Produce!
For questions or vendor info, please contact:
Jane Maher, Event Chairperson, 203-231-5109
Everything made, produced, or grown here in our wonderful state!

AG FACTS - TODAY'S MODERN FARM

Thanks to modern farming techniques, America's farmers and ranch-
ers are producing more food on fewer acres, leaving more open space for
wildlife habitat. Modern farming practices free up millions of acres of wildlife
habitat. Modern farming practices free up millions of acres for wildlife to live
and thrive.

Precision farming practices boost crop yields and reduce waste by using
satellite maps and computers to match seed, fertilizer and crop protection
applications to local soil conditions.

A recent survey of young farmers and ranchers reveals that computers
are used on 83 percent of America's farms. Nearly 75 percent of today's
young farmers have a cellular telephone, and nearly one-third have access
to the Internet, up from 10.5 percent from last year.

NOTICE! NO AG REPORT NEXT WEEK
The Agricultural Report is published weekly, except for Thanksgiving,
Christmas and two other weeks to allow for vacation time for staff. This
year we will not be publishing the last week of June and the 4th week in
September.. Therefore, you will not receive an issue next week. Ads will
be extended to compensate for this time. We apologize for any inconve-
nience.

Connecticut Weekly Agricultural Report (ISSN: 1059- 8723,
USPS 129-340) is published weekly (48 issues), except for
Thanksgiving, Christmas, when the Governor closes State
offices, and two additional weeks, for $20.00 per year (hard
copy - email copies are free) by the Connecticut Department
of Agriculture, 165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.
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Advertising Rates: Fifteen words or less $3.75 per insertion. For
ads of more than 15 words, 25 cents per word per insertion. Initial
letters, hyphenated words, phone numbers and addresses, etc., are
counted separately. Print or type copy. Publication on a specific date
cannot be guaranteed. Advertisements will be published on a first-
come-first serve basis. Ads must be received by noon the Friday before
a publication date to be considered for insertion. Only ads of an agri-
cultural nature with a Connecticut phone number will be accepted.
Remittance with copy required. Make checks or money order payable
to the Connecticut Department of Agriculture and mail to: Marketing
- Ag Report Classifieds, Connecticut Department of Agriculture, 165
Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.
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David Carey (203) 874-2855
(860) 713-2516 (860) 713--2514
E-Mail: jessey.ina-lee@ct.gov
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