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CONNECTICUT’S 2013 VIBRIO CONTROL PLAN 
Steve Anderson, Office of the Commissioner, and Kristin DeRosia-Banick, Bureau of Aquaculture 

On April 30, 2013, the Connecticut Department of Agriculture’s 

Bureau of Aquaculture hosted a meeting with Connecticut’s shellfish 

industry members at the Bridgeport Regional Aquaculture Science 

and Technology Education Center.  The purpose was to provide an 

update and opportunity for discussion of current regulatory issues 

facing the industry.   

Both state and federal shellfish regulators gave presentations 

on best management practices for Vibrio parahaemolyticus, a natu-

rally occurring bacteria found in marine and estuarine waters.  Vibrio 

thrives in the brackish waters of Long Island Sound and is not asso-

ciated with a pollution source.  Elevated levels are found in associa-

tion with warm seawater temperatures.   

Vibrio can pose serious--even fatal--health risks to shellfish 

consumers if proper handling practices are not followed by harvest-

ers and dealers.  Symptoms of Vibrio related illness can include 

gastrointestinal distress, abdominal cramping, nausea, vomiting, 

fever, and chills, all of which usually occur within 24 hours from in-

gestion.  According to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion (CDC), the illness is usually self-limiting, typically lasts three 

days, and severe disease is rare (occurring more in those with 

weakened immune systems).   

While the CDC estimates that 

there may be as many as 4,500 cas-

es of Vibrio related illness nationally,  

it also states that the number of ac-

tual cases may be significantly high-

er because many go undetected 

and/or unreported.   

In 2012, according to the Food-

borne Diseases and Active Surveil-

lance Network, there were 193 cas-

es of illness, 55 hospitalizations, and 

6 deaths reported in the United 

States due to Vibrio.  The CDC re-

ports that the incidence of laboratory

-confirmed Vibrio infections has 

been on the rise since 1996.   

While there has been a rise nationally in the incidence rates for 

Vibrio related illnesses, the Connecticut Department of Agriculture’s 

proactive work with the FDA and state’s shellfish industry has lim-

ited confirmed illnesses here in Connecticut to one each year since 

2009, staving off any outbreaks (defined as two or more persons 

from different households with illness)—even while they have oc-

curred in neighboring states.   

An illness outbreak would require emergency shellfish bed clo-

sures and recalls of shellfish harvested from affected areas, which 

could potentially devastate Connecticut’s shellfish industry.   

Why has Connecticut been so successful in these efforts?  

Simply put, the state Department of Agriculture has been out in front 

every step of the way, bringing national recognition as a progressive 

leader in Vibrio management. 

The agency’s shellfish program operates as part of the National 

Shellfish Sanitation Program, a cooperative effort of state, FDA, and 

industry partners who agree to accept and meet specific responsibil-

ities in order to ensure public safety with regard to shellfish.   

Among other requirements, this program requires the state to 

conduct an annual risk evaluation and, if necessary, implement a 

mandatory Vibrio parahaemolyticus 

control plan (VPCP).    

        The risk evaluations are based 

upon the number of illnesses linked 

to oysters in the state, levels of Vibrio 

bacteria and pathogenic indicators in 

the growing areas, water a air tem-

peratures, and the risk factors asso-

ciated with harvest techniques prac-

ticed in Connecticut waters.   

        Each Connecticut shellfish in-

dustry member must enter into a 

memorandum of agreement with the 

Connecticut Department of Agricul-

ture committing to compliance with 

the 2013 VPCP.   
  

(continued on Page 3) 

DoAg’s Kristin DeRosia-Banick presents information about the 2013 

Vibrio Control Plan to Connecticut shellfish harvesters and dealers 

http://www.fda.gov/Food/FoodSafety/Product-SpecificInformation/Seafood/FederalStatePrograms/NationalShellfishSanitationProgram/default.htm
http://www.fda.gov/Food/FoodSafety/Product-SpecificInformation/Seafood/FederalStatePrograms/NationalShellfishSanitationProgram/default.htm
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WHOLESALE MUSHROOMS 
PENNSYLVANIA 

NEW HOLLAND, PA, HOG AUCTION 
May 6, 2013 

Sold by actual weights; prices quoted by hundred wt. 
 

 

49-54     220-300 lbs 60.00-64.00 

        300-400 lbs   58.00-61.50 

45-49     220-300 lbs n/a 

        300-400 Ibs 54.00-58.00 

Sows: US 1-3 300-500 lbs 45.00-48.00 

        500-700 lbs  52.00-52.50 

Boars:     300-700lbs  16.00-16.50 

 

MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION 
Middlefield, May 6, 2013 

Live animals brought the following ave. prices per cwt. 

Bob Calves: 

45-60 lbs. 

61-75 lbs. 

76-90 lbs.  

91-105 lbs. 

106 lbs. & up 

Farm Calves 

Starter Calves 

Veal Calves 

Open Heifers 

Beef Steers 

Beef Heifers 

Feeder Steers 

Stock Bulls 

Beef Bulls 

Boars 

Sows 

Butcher Hogs 

Goats each 

Kid Goats 

Canners 

Cutters 

Utility Grade Cows 

Replacement Heifers 

Replacement Cows 

Rabbits each 

Chickens each 

Ducks each 

Feeder Pigs 

Lambs 

Sheep 

Low 

55.00 

80.00 

95.00 

107.50 

115.00 

150.00 

60.00 

80.00 

85.00 

101.00 

101.00 

85.00 

75.00 

 89.00 

n/a 

30.00 

2 at 

60.00 

50.00 

Up to 

81.50 

85.00 

n/a 

n/a 

7.00 

5.00 

11.00 

n/a 

50.00 

55.00  

High 

57.50 

90.00 

105.00 

110.00 

125.00 

160.00 

65.00 

130.00 

115.00 

125.00 

124.00 

102.50 

107.50 

95.50 

n/a 

37.00 

70.00 

135.00 

85.00 

80.00 

84.50 

88.50 

n/a 

n/a 

25.00 

25.00 

35.00 

n/a 

80.00 

95.00  

 

ENOKI,12/3.5oz 

OYSTER,5lb 

OYSTER,3lb 

PRTBLLA,lg,5lb 

SHIITAKE,lg,3lb 

WHITE,lg,10lb 

Low 

16.00 

18.00 

13.00 

9.50 

14.00 

16.00 

High 

18.00 

20.00 

13.50 

11.00 

15.00 

16.50 

 

NEW HOLLAND LIVESTOCK AUCT. 
AND VA CATTLE SUMMARY 

May 6, 2013 
 

Bulk/          High/         Low Dressing 
 

SLAUGHTER COWS: 
 breakers 75-80% lean 

 76.00-81.00 81.50-82.00  n/a 
 boners 80-85% lean 

 75.00-79.00 80.00-83.50 70.00-74.00 
lean  88-90% lean 

 72.00-77.00 77.50-80.50 67.00-71.50 

CALVES: graded bull  

  No.1   95-125lbs    185.00-220.00  

  No 2   95-120lbs   180.00-200.00 

No 3   100-110lbs   130.00-150.00 

SLAUGHTER BULLS yield gr 1   

     950-1700lbs   92.00-98.00 

SLAUGHTER HEIFERS high  

 Ch/prm 3-4         119.75-124.00 

 Ch 1-3          116.00-119.00 

 Sel 1-2          112.25-115.00 

SLAUGHTER STEERS 

 Ch/prm 2-3        122.50-125.00 

 Ch 1-3          118.00-121.25 

 Sel 1-2          113.25-116.75 

SLAUGHTER HOLSTEINS  

 Ch/prm 3-4        105.00-107.75 

 Ch 2-3           102.75-103.50 

 Sel 1-2           93.75-97.00 

FEEDER STEERS  med/lg1 

     300-400lbs    145.00-153.00 

     400-500lbs    134.00-161.00 

     500-600lbs    124.00-141.00 

     600-700lbs    120.00-140.00 

     700-800lbs    121.00-131.00 

     800-900lbs    n/a 

    1000-1100lbs   n/a 

 Vealers Utl 60-120lb 53.75-83.50 

SLAUGHTER LAMBS: wl&shrngood/ch3-4 

      40-60Ibs     190.00-212.00 

      60-80lbs     168.00-190.00 

      80-90lbs    162.00-174.00 

      90-110lbs   154.00-174.00 

SLAUGHTER EWES: good 2-3: md flesh 

      100-110Ibs   66.00-76.00 

      130-160Ibs   56.00-82.00 

      160-180lbs   54.00-66.00 

 Bucks  140-160lbs   64.00-110.00 

      160-180Ibs   68.00-97.00 

SLAUGHTER GOATS:Sel.1, by the head, est. wt. 

      40-60lbs    130.00-155.00 

      60-80lbs     142.00-160.00 

      80-90lbs    137.00-182.00 

      90-110lbs   132.00-147.00 

 Nannies/Does: 100-125lbs  120.00-137.00 

       130-150lbs  138.00-168.00 

 Bucks/Billies: 120-150Ibs  197.00-205.00 

       150-180lbs  166.00-250.00 

 

PA GRADER FEEDER PIGS 
Lancaster, PA, per cwt. 

April 3, 2013 
 

 Gr US 1-2 wt 20-30    140.00-180.00 

 Gr US 2  wt 20-30     70.00-130.00 

       wt 30-40   135.00-145.00  

  

HARTFORD REGIONAL MARKET 
May 4, 2013 

Wholesale, lease tenants and/or farmers’ market vendors 
  

                    Low    High 
BEDDING PLNT,48/flat      8.00   10.00 

GERANIUM,4”pot         3.00     3.00 

HANGING BSKT,10”        8.00   10.00 

HANGING BSKT,mix,10”   10.00   12.00 

HANGING BSKT,mix,12”   15.00   20.00 

NEW GUINEA IMP,4”POT     3.00     3.00 

PRV WNNR,4”pot          3.00     3.00 

VEG PLNTS,48/FLAT     10.00   10.00 

  

NEW ENGLAND SHELL EGGS  
Per doz., wholesale Grade A brown in cartons (delivered) 

 

  XTRA LARGE         1.36-1.46 

  LARGE            1.24-1.35 

  MEDIUM            1.03-1.13 

 
NORTHEAST EGG PRICES USDA 

Per doz., USDA Grade A/Grade A white  (volume buyers) 
  

  XTRA LARGE         1.08-1.12 

  LARGE            1.06-1.10 

  MEDIUM            0.95-0.99 

WHOLESALE FRUITS & VEGETABLES 
NEW ENGLAND GROWN 

 

(Boston Terminal and wholesale grower prices) 

 

ASPARAGUS,lb 

BEAN SPRT,10lb 

CHIVES,1lb 

FIDDLEHD,lb 

LETTUCE,Bibb,12/4oz 

POTATO,Rd,10/5Ib,A 

POTATO,Rsst,90ct 

TOMATO,5lb,cherry 

TOMATO,loose,25lb 

 

 

ARUGULA,2/1½bag,NJ 

APRICOT,144ct,cCA 

BEAN,grn,bu,FL 

BLUEBRRY,12/6oz,GA 

CILANTRO,24’S,NJ 

CORN,5dz,FL 

LEEK,12s,NJ 

ONION,Vdlia,40lb,GA.jbo 

PEA,Englsh,bu,GA 

RADISHES,24s,NJ 

RHUBARB.10lb,MI 

SPINACH,flt 24s,NJ  

Low 

3.29 

5.50 

8.00 

5.20 

13.00 

14.00 

10.50 

14.00 

14.00 

 

 

13.00 

34.00 

27.00 

27.00 

12.00 

15.00 

16.00 

20.00 

35.00 

13.00 

18.00 

15.00  

High 

3.50 

6.00 

8.00 

5.50 

16.00 

14.00 

11.00 

14.00 

16.00 

 

 

14.00 

36.00 

28.00 

34.00 

12.00 

16.00 

17.00 

22.00 

35.00 

14.00 

18.00 

15.00  

SHIPPED IN  
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FOR SALE 
1-R. Blumenthal & Donahue is now Connecticut’s first independent 

NATIONWIDE Agri-Business Insurance Agency. Christmas tree grow-
ers, beekeepers, sheepbreeders, organic farmers and all others, call us 
for all your insurance needs. 800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com. 

2-R. Farm, homeowner and commercial insurance—we do it all. 
Call Blumenthal & Donahue 800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com. 

3-R.  Gallagher electric fencing for farms, horses, deer control, 
gardens, & beehives. Sonpal’s Power Fence 860-491-2290. 

4-R.  Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases, 
30 doz and 15 doz.  Polinsky Farm 860-376-2227. 

5-R. Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Program, endorsed by the 
CT Farm Bureau, save up to 23% on your farm insurance and get better 
protection. References available from satisfied farmers. Call Marci to-
day at 203-444-6553. 

27-R.  JD 6200 Tractor (1994) with 640 loader and 1 yard bucket 
creeper transmission 5500 hours approx-2 owner  

tractor. JD 2600 4 bottom semi mounted plow- excellent condition- 2 
owner. JD 7000 Maxi-Merge planter-4 row. New finger pickups and 
bean cups. Insecticide boxes included. JD 8200 Grain Drill- excellent 
condition. JD post hole digger- little used- one owner. JD model 45 sev-
en(7)foot  scraper blade- one owner.  JD 444 corn head. Lely tine 
weeder- 12 foot with hydraulic fold- mint condition- one owner. Lilliston 
2 and 4 row cultivators with extra parts. I&J 4 row S tine cultivator with 
liquid side dress tanks and crop shields- one owner. Brillion trailer type 
spike tooth harrow with hydraulic lift. Gandy 8 foot drop spreader. 
Haines vegetable washer- rebuilt. 20 foot Kelly Container Freezer/
Cooler with 3 phase convertor- excellent condition. Pequa equipment 
trailer- 20 foot deckover- 2 owner. Amish built picking conveyor- hydrau-
lic powered- one owner. Phil Brown apple bin dumper. Apple/Squash 
bins- approx  40. Waxed vegetable boxes new on pallets. Two piece 
Tomato Boxes new on pallets. Cedar fence posts with rolls of goat/
sheep fence. Chicken coops (2) (8 foot x 16 foot) on skids. Chevro-
let  Step Van C20 (inop) perfect for farm markets. Plant trays- 
50/72/144 cells new and used. Turkey Nesting Boxes- 2 and 4 nest 
boxes. George 860-918-5442. 

39-R  Round Hay Bales, stored inside. Net wrapped 1st cut, few 
2nd. Call 203-530-4953. 

52-R.  Used Tobacco netting. Great for covering berry bushes. 860
-683-0266. 

53-R.  First Cutting Hay for sale. $5.50 per bale at the barn. 860-
633-2942, Glastonbury. 

57-R.   IH 56 2-row corn planter, call 860-670-1275. 
59.  Hay, 2nd cutting. 300 bales @ $5/each. Pick up only. 860-668-

2920 
60.  Dutch variety greenhouse grown tomatoes.  Smell delicious & 

taste even better.  Grown completely chemically free without the use of 
pesticides or fungicides.  Perfect addition to your farmers market or 
farm stand table until your own crop is ready.  Available starting in 
June.  Multiple grade-outs available.  First come first served.  Contact 
Ben March by email: marchfarms@marchfarms.com or 203- 437-0453.   

61.  Cultivators for Farmall Super “A”, $300.  Tire chains 9X24 or 
10X24, $125/pair. 203-265-6012. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
6-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real 

Estate.  Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience and 
40 years of finance.  Representing both Buyers and Sellers.  Call Clint 
Charter of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667. 

26-R.  Hytone Farm is CT’s new Hydra-Ram dealer! Whether you 
need a new machine or parts for your old one, contact us for all your 
Hydra-Ram manure spreader needs. hytonefarm1@hotmail.com or 860
-558-3314. 

CONNECTICUT’S 2013 VIBRIO CONTROL PLAN 
(continued from Page 1) 

 

The control plan includes the following:  
1. Time/temperature requirements, including placement of oysters 

harvested for human consumption in a temperature-controlled 
storage area within five hours after the beginning of harvest 
during warmer summer months 

2. Onboard vessel requirements, including product shading and 
cooling with seawater from a certified harvest area 

3. Post-harvest temperature control measures 
4. Specific recordkeeping requirements 

The complete 2013 VPCP can be found on the Department of 
Agriculture’s website at www.CTGrown.gov/Aquaculture. 

Success of these control measures is dependent upon the co-
operation of Connecticut’s shellfish industry.  The Connecticut De-
partment of Agriculture may shut down an operation for noncompli-
ance with the VPCP if agency officials deem the violation presents 
a significant risk to public health and safety. 

In conjunction with the VPCP for the commercial shellfish in-
dustry, the Connecticut Department of Agriculture conducts ongoing 
monitoring, including evaluation of harvester and dealer compli-
ance, inspections, record reviews, and testing of shellstock for Vib-
rio levels, as well as outreach regarding the potential for Vibrio in 
the state via meetings, the agency’s website, and direct communi-
cations.   

Agency staff also has presented Vibrio guidance to municipal 
and regional public health officials and shellfish commission mem-
bers so that they may educate recreational shellfish harvesters to 
prevent related illnesses among that population.   

The Department of Agriculture recognizes that even with their 
comprehensive efforts to ensure Connecticut’s shellfish are safe for 
human consumption, improvements can be made.  For example, 
the ability to measure Vibrio levels on a real-time basis at the agen-
cy’s laboratory in Milford using polymerase chain reaction technolo-
gy, which would require an investment of approximately $70,000 in 
state funds for equipment, would prevent the need to send samples 
out of state for analysis.   

Should this acquisition be approved, the time saved and addi-
tional data gathered would enable the agency to conduct in-state 
studies and better manage Vibrio related risks, thus keeping more 
shellfish beds open on an ongoing basis.   

In the coming weeks and months, as water temperatures rise in 
Long Island Sound, the Connecticut Department of Agriculture will 
continue to assess its VPCP for both compliance and effectiveness.  
The agency is committed to making any changes necessary to en-
sure that Connecticut’s shellfish remains safe, and that the industry 
continues to be a viable and productive part of the state’s economy.   

For more information about the Connecticut Department of 
Agriculture’s Bureau of Aquaculture and the state’s shellfish indus-
try, visit www.CTGrown.gov/Aquaculture. 

 

The Connecticut Week Agricultural Report offers affordable 

classified advertisements for your farm-related needs.  See 

Page 4 for details and rates, or call Jane Slupecki at 

860-713-2588 for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water samples prepared in DoAg’s Milford laboratory 

mailto:marchfarms@marchfarms.com
mailto:hytonefarm1@hotmail.com
http://www.CTGrown.gov/aquaculture
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Advertising Rates:  Fifteen or fewer words: $3.75 per insertion.  

More than 15 words: 25 cents per word per insertion.  (Initial let-
ters, hyphenated words, phone numbers, and addresses are 
counted separately.)  Print or type copy.  Advertisements accepted 
on a first-come, first-served basis; publication on a specific date 
cannot be guaranteed.  Ads with payment must be received by 
noon the Friday before a publication 
date to be considered for insertion in 
that issue.  Only ads of an agricultural 
nature with a Connecticut phone num-
ber will be accepted.  Remittance with 
copy required.  Make check or money 
order payable to the Connecticut  
Department of Agriculture. 

 

The Connecticut Weekly 
Agricultural Report (ISSN: 
1059-8723, USPS 129-340) 
is published weekly by the 
Connecticut Department of 

Agriculture, 165 Capitol 
Ave., Hartford, CT  06106, 

except for the weeks of 
Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas, two other weeks 
each year, and when the 

Governor closes state 
offices.  Print subscriptions 
are $40.00 for two years. 

Periodicals postage paid at 
Hartford, CT.   

 
POSTMASTER:  Send 
address changes to the 

Connecticut Department of 
Agriculture, 165 Capitol 

Ave., Hartford, CT  06106.   
 

Print subscriptions  
expire Dec. 31, 2013. 

CONNECTICUT  DEPARTMENT 

OF AGRICULTURE 
165 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT  06106 

www.CTGrown.gov    www.CT.gov/doag 

860-713-2500 

Commissioner Steven K. Reviczky 

860-713-2501 

Marketing  860-713-2503 

Regional Market 860-566-3699 

State Veterinarian Dr. Mary J. Lis 

860-713-2505 

Regulation & Inspection Dr. Bruce Sherman 

860-713-2504 

Farmland Preservation Joseph Dippel 

860-713-2511 

Aquaculture David Carey 

203-874-2855 

NASS TO MAIL JUNE AG SURVEY THIS MONTH 
Later this month the New England field office of USDA’s Na-

tional Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) will be mailing farmers 

a questionnaire asking how many acres of field corn, oats, barley, 

and potatoes they have planted and intend to harvest this season, 

and how much grain is stored on their farms.   

Producers can respond online, or by mail, fax, phone, or per-

sonal interview.  Information provided by respondents is confidential 

by law.  

NASS will compile and analyze the survey information and 

publish the results in the annual acreage and quarterly grain stocks 

reports, both to be released on June 28, 2013. Data also contribute 

to NASS’s monthly and annual crop production reports.  

 All NASS reports are available at www.nass.usda.gov. For 

more information, call the NASS New England field office at 800-

642-9571.  (From 4/23/13 USDA news release.) 

 
NOMINATE A CT FARMER FOR NEW NATIONAL AWARD 

Vance Publishing has announced its new 40 under 40 awards, 

which will recognize innovative young people from around the coun-

try who are involved in agriculture – from animal and crop produc-

tion, biotechnology, and University researchers to food and nutrition 

technology, agricultural equipment, agronomy, and beyond.   

Individuals must be nominated by a colleague or fellow profes-

sional active within America’s food system. Nominees must be 40 

years or younger by July 30, 2013. Deadline for nominations is July 

30, 2013. 

Nominees must be involved (owner, co-owner, employee, con-

sultant, student) with a business engaged in food production, food 

processing, food safety, food research, or food transportation, or a 

group, organization, association, or university that serves those 

industries. 

More information and a nomination form is available at 

www.vancepublishing.com/40-under-40 or by contacting Shonda 

Atwater at 913-438-8700 or 40under40@vancepublishing.com 

 

CT NOFA WELCOMES NEW DIRECTOR 
The Connecticut chapter of the Northeast Organic Farming 

Association (CT NOFA) recently welcomed Eileen Hochberg as its 

new executive director. 

According to a news release, Eileen previously served for eight 

years as director of conservation outreach for the Westchester Land 

Trust, where she created new initiatives in farmland preservation 

and agricultural retention.  She currently serves on the board of 

Slow Food Metro North and as a member of the Bedford 2020 Coa-

lition Food and Agriculture Task Force. 

Eileen was named to the post after the retirement of Bill 

Duesing, who helped found CT NOFA in 1982 and served as its 

executive director for more than 30 years.  He continues to work for 

the organization part time as its organic advocate, while now spend-

ing more time at Old Solar Farm in Oxford. 

The Connecticut Department of Agriculture thanks Bill for his 

decades of service to Connecticut’s agricultural community and 

looks forward to working with Eileen in her new position. 

http://www.nass.usda.gov
http://www.vancepublishing.com/40-under-40
mailto:40under40@vancepublishing.com

