
NEW DRIVERS 

THE DANGERS OF TALKING ON YOUR CELL PHONE WHILE DRIVING 

 

 KELLY MANNING:  Welcome to DMV Infocast, an audio production of 

the Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles.  This is Kelly Manning, Infocast Editor.  

  Today we are here with Agent Supervisor Steve Wroniak from the 

New Britain Branch Office to talk about the dangers of talking on your cell phone 

while driving.   

 

KELLY MANNING:  I know the cell phone law in Connecticut is drivers under the age 

of 18 cannot use a cell phone at all even with a hands-free device, but Agent 

Wroniak, can you please explain Connecticut’s cell phone law for drivers 18 

years of age and older? 

STEVE WRONIAK:  Certainly.  The law is very explicit that cell phone use in a motor 

vehicle is a violation of any laws when there is not hands-free device in use.   

KELLY:  There are exceptions to this cell phone law.  A person of any age can use a 

cell phone without a hands-free device in an emergency situation such as 

contacting an ambulance, a physician’s office, a hospital, a health clinic or 

even a fire or police department.  In addition, drivers who are 18 years of age 

or older who are police officers, fire fighters or ambulance drivers and who are 

on duty may use a hand-held cell phone.   

Agent Wroniak, can you explain why it is so dangerous for new drivers, 

or any drivers for that matter, to be using cell phones while driving? 

STEVE:  Well, first of all, for any driver our society has come complacent with most 

things that we do, especially driving a motor vehicle.  When it applies to a new 

driver, we’re talking about someone who’s relatively inexperienced behind the 

  



wheel.  When you compound that with the use of a cell phone, we’re now 

involving something that’s an interruption with what we’re doing. 

KELLY:  Do you know the fines a person can get for talking on their cell phone 

illegally?  And have the fines recently gone up? 

STEVE:  Presently the fines are $99.  As far as the fines going up, it’s my 

understanding that legislation is looking into increasing the fines, but whether 

it’s passed at this point or not, I’m not sure. 

KELLY:  Do you know what the increased fines would be if it passed? 

STEVE:  It’s my understanding that at this time they are proposing that the fines 

should go up to $125. 

KELLY:  What are some of the other consequences that can result from a person 

talking on their cell phone while driving? 

STEVE:  Well, I think the most dire consequences are a motor vehicle accident. 

KELLY:  Do you know of anyone who has gotten into an accident as a result of 

talking on his or her cell phone while driving and can you explain it? 

STEVE:  I don’t know of anyone personally involved in a motor vehicle accident, but I 

do know of circumstances involving accidents where people have used cell 

phones.  And I do know from following newscasts that some of those have 

resulted in deaths. 

KELLY:  A cell phone has more outlets of communication besides just talking, such 

as text messaging, picture messaging, using the internet.  Can you explain a 

little bit about the law when it comes to this kind of functions? 

STEVE:  Certainly.  The law also applies to, say, television use in motor vehicles.  

Not only does text messaging come in to play, cell phones also have the 

capability of going to the internet, video play, MTV, such use as getting 

  



  

sportscasts on it.  And those do apply to the law such as your television use in 

your motor vehicle. 

KELLY:  So people are not allowed to text message or picture message either? 

STEVE:  Oh, absolutely not.   

KELLY:  Are there any other devices, I know you mentioned a television, that aren’t 

allowed to be used while operating a vehicle? 

STEVE:  Well, presently the televisions in cars are one that is in the law book.  It’s my 

understanding that legislation is proposing that ipods will be included in that in 

the future legislation only because ipods are also coming into use where 

there’s video screen in use where you perhaps might have MTV use on it. 

KELLY:  Well, I’d like to thank you, Agent Wroniak, for being with us here today.  Do 

you have any closing remarks or advice out there for our new drivers? 

STEVE:  Certainly.  Just use your heads, pay attention to the road, and remember, 

it’s a heavy vehicle you’re driving and just you want to make sure you know 

where you’re going with it.   

 

    KELLY MANNING:  This has been an Infocast produced by the State 

of Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles.  Thank you for listening.   

 


