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DMHAS AWARDED OVER $12 MILLION IN NEW FEDERAL FUNDS TO SUPPORT 
ENHANCEMENTS TO CONNECTICUT’S SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND MENTAL HEALTH 

SYSTEM 
 

The Connecticut Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) continues its emphasis 
supplementing state resources and services through the pursuit of new federal funding opportunities. 
Most recently these efforts have been highly successful in garnering over $12 million in new federal 
funding to support the implementation of the following innovative enhancements to Connecticut’s 
substance abuse and mental health system:  
 
 The Connecticut Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment Program (CT 

SBIRT Program) will be implemented across 30 community health center sites statewide to 
increase identification and treatment of adults, ages 18 and older, who are at-risk for substance 
misuse or diagnosed with a substance use disorder. The CT SBIRT Program is a private-public 
partnership among DMHAS, the Community Health Center Association of CT (CHCACT), the 
University of CT Health Center (UCHC), and community health and behavioral health providers 
statewide. DMHAS was awarded a total of $8.3 million by the federal Center for Substance Abuse 
Treatment Services (CSAT) for a five-year project period. DMHAS was one (1) of only nine (9) 
states/territories awarded SBIRT funding during this cycle.  

 
 The Connecticut Tobacco Enforcement Program offers as an opportunity to enhance current 

efforts to prevent tobacco use among minors across the state by decreasing the number of merchants 
that sell tobacco products to them. DMHAS was awarded a total of $1.9 million by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) for a three-year project period.  

 
 The Connecticut Campus Suicide Prevention Initiative (CCSPI) will bring evidence-based, 

suicide prevention and mental health promotion policies, practices and programs to scale at 
institutions of higher education statewide for students up to age 24. The CCSPI is a collaborative 
partnership among DMHAS, the Departments of Children and Families (DCF), Public Health 
(DPH), Higher Education (DHE), and Veterans Affairs (DVA), and the CT State University (CSU) 
System, the CT Community College System, the University of CT Health Center (UCHC), True 
Colors, the Multicultural Leadership Institute, the United Way of CT/2-1-1, Wheeler Clinic, and the 
Veteran CT Healthcare System (VACT). DMHAS was awarded a total of $1.4 million by the federal 
Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) for a three-year project period. DMHAS was one (1) of 
only sixteen (16) states awarded Suicide Prevention funding during this cycle.  

 
 Through the Connecticut State Prevention Enhancement (SPE) Initiative, DMHAS in 

partnership with the Connecticut Alcohol and Drug Policy Council (ADPC) and community 
providers, will plan an enhanced and expanded statewide prevention infrastructure to promote 
emotional health and reduce the likelihood of substance abuse and its related consequences. 
DMHAS was awarded a one-year $600,000 grant by the federal Center for Substance Abuse 
Prevention (CSAP).  

 
DMHAS, in partnership with other state agencies, academic institutions, and community providers, has 
done a great deal to increase prevention and treatment capacity, enhance recovery-oriented services, and 
address the needs of individuals served. These awards recognize our successes and provide funding to 
continue our efforts. For additional information on the above awards, contact 
Sabrina.Trocchi@po.state.ct.us.  
 

Comments to Pat.Rehmer@po.state.ct.us.   
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