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On April 9, 2010 Governor M. Jodi Rell announced that her administration is taking swift 
action under the national health care reform legislation. Specifically, Governor Rell directed the 
Department of Social Services (DSS), administering agency of the State Administered General 
Assistance (SAGA) Program, to submit a Medicaid state plan amendment to the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services’ Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. With 
this action, Connecticut is requesting approval to transfer the 45,000 single, low-income adults 
covered by SAGA into the larger Medicaid program.  Medicaid has an extensive health care 
benefit package and – significantly for the state budget – provides additional federal 
reimbursement for state expenditures. 
 
The Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services (DMHAS) currently manages the GA 
Behavioral Health Program (GA BHP), the behavioral health component of the SAGA medical 
program.  The state plan amendment submitted by DSS would make individuals currently 
eligible for SAGA eligible for Medicaid.  
 
DMHAS and DSS are collaboratively working to assure the efficient transfer of individuals 
eligible for the GA Behavioral Health Program to Medicaid. Individuals who are currently 
receiving behavioral health services through the GA BHP will receive behavioral health 
services through Medicaid. The transition from SAGA to Medicaid should be seamless for the 
individual.  Individuals currently on SAGA will automatically be transferred to Medicaid upon 
approval of the state plan amendment.  Until instructed otherwise, providers should continue 
to obtain authorizations and submit claims to Advanced Behavioral Health, administrative 
service organization (ASO) for GA BHP services.   
 
DMHAS and DSS will issue provider correspondences in the very near future regarding 
authorizations, claims submission, and payment procedures.  Most GA BHP providers are also 
Medicaid providers so we expect minimum disruption to the service system, but there are some 
treatment and recovery support services currently being paid for by GA BHP that are not 
covered under Medicaid.  For the foreseeable future, DMHAS will continue these services 
through the use of state funds.  
 
DMHAS and DSS are fully committed to making the transition from SAGA to Medicaid 
efficient for individuals in behavioral health services and the providers of behavioral health 
services. If you have specific questions related to the transition of GA BHP to Medicaid, please 
feel free to call Bill Halsey at DMHAS. He can be reached at (860) 418-6747 or 
William.halsey@po.state.ct.us 
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