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The Task Force

• Convened March 2015
• Co‐Chaired by Department of Justice and 
Office of National Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP)

• Representing more than 25 Federal agencies



3 Major Findings

• Need public safety focus and public health 
focus

• Substance use disorders are chronic brain 
diseases that can be prevented and treated, 
leading to recovery

• Visible community‐based recovery supports 
must be available, affordable and accessible



Recommendations

• Re Public Health and Public Safety
– Safe and appropriate opioid prescribing
– Integrate data management, reporting & analysis
– Reduce excessive supply of opioids
– Enlist pharmaceutical companies
– Look to examples of promising strategies
– Prevent overdose deaths



Recommendations

• Re Treatment and Recovery:
– Provide linkages to services at the first sign of an 
opioid use disorder

– Treatment, including MAT, readily available
– Long‐term treatment and recovery services
– Prevention at the local level
– Improve opioid training and expertise of providers



Crosswalk with ADPC Subcommittees

• Prevention, Screening & Early Intervention
– Safe opioid prescribing; data; enlist pharmaceutical 
companies; promising strategies; linkages at first sign 
of use; prevention @ community level

• Treatment & Recovery Support
– Data; enlist pharmacy companies; promising 
strategies; linkages at first sign of use; treatment 
(including MAT) readily available; provider 
training/expertise

• Recovery & Health Management
– Data; promising strategies; prevent overdose deaths; 
long‐term treatment and supports


