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1. Why does the state need a firing range? 
A. All State Troopers are required to qualify prior to graduation from the Academy and requalify on every weapon they are issued annually. Currently, all sworn CSP personnel receive firearms training and credentialing at the state-owned and operated firearms training facility in Simsbury. Law Enforcement requirements, including those of the CSP, have evolved over time from a strict marksmanship program, where Troopers would shoot at nonmoving paper targets, to a dynamic training program that balances timed qualification on multiple turning targets with combat and confidence courses; in essence, training that simulates real life scenarios, affording troopers the opportunity to hone their skills and acquire the confidence to make good decisions in a high stress, tactical environment.  These improvements in training teach and reinforce the skills necessary to make critical decisions about when, where and how to use deadly physical force without placing innocent lives at stake. Firearms qualifications for Troopers include the use of handguns, rifles and shotguns and are conducted in the same weather environments and light conditions that Troopers perform their duties so that they effectively handle their weapons in all temperatures and weather and light conditions they may face.

2. Why can’t you use or expand on the range you use now rather than build a new one?
A. The State Police range in Simsbury was constructed in 1948. The range is located at the base of Talcott Mountain, just north of the Avon town line and within the Farmington River floodplain and floodway.  In 1969, the state purchased the range, and since then the CSP has conducted its Firearms Training at that location. The facility consists of a multi-lane pistol range, and a separate rifle and shotgun range. 

The range’s location along the Farmington River results in frequent flooding of the property.  Its proximity to the Farmington River and its continuous encroachment upon the range has created conditions that make its continued use unfeasible. The site has had issues with flooding for decades. Over the years, site improvements have been made to mitigate the impact of annual flooding from the Farmington River, but they have not been sufficient to prevent significant and reoccurring damage. 

Among the many flood events over its years of use, the flooding in the spring of 2007 caused extensive damage to the entire facility including  the building and outdoor range areas resulting in significant costs including cleanup and repairs, delayed use and damaged ammunition and equipment. Tropical Storm Irene in 2011 severely damaged or undid nearly all the repairs and improvements necessitated after the flooding of 2007. 

The direct negative impacts of flooding on the training program include costs to the state as high as $400,000 per event, and last minute cancelations of training events. The training and certification cycles for all Troopers are intricate and involve long term planning and reliable use and ready access to the facility. These cancelations result in disruptions to these training cycles and increase labor costs. The increasing frequency and severity of flooding events has exacerbated these delays. Also, to compensate for these events, the range staff has had to condense training programs, resulting in less time in training. The routine reductions in time in training adversely affect the training level of all Troopers.  It also impacts the agency’s ability to adopt new training requirements notably, active shooter training, because the site is too small and its location continues to subject it to flooding.

3. How will the site be used? What type of structures will you build? 
A. Initial design will occur only after the site is selected. However, the major elements of this relocation project are as follows: The facility will consist of approximately 55,000 square feet of multipurpose training space. Its main uses will include classrooms for up to 100 Troopers, firearms simulators and other open space training rooms; an indoor active-shooter training space; gun cleaning and smithing space; staff offices and file storage; storage vaults for weapons and ammunition; a kitchen and dining area to accommodate training staff and Troopers; an ammunition reloading area; and locker rooms for the troopers and training staff. The site will also include two range control buildings, which are elevated structures (each about one-story high) from which a range instructor controls the targets, provides audible instruction, and monitors the range for safety concerns. There will be separate pistol, active shooter, rifle and shotgun ranges. This will allow for a more efficient use of training time than is currently possible, allowing more than one range to be utilized at a time. There will also up to approximately 125 parking spaces as well as well, septic, telecommunication and electrical systems.

4. Will other state or federal agencies be allowed to use the facility?
A. The Training Facility is also shared with other, in-state law enforcement agencies. Approximately 80% of the use of the facility is dedicated to the members of the Connecticut State Police. The other 20%, while overseen by CSP range staff, include federal, state and local law enforcement agencies with which we partner. Training with its partners enhances our collective readiness to respond to critical events. 

5. Will the range be open and available to the public?
A. 	No. This has not been our practice, and there are no plans to make the proposed range available to the public.
6. Will the range be in use 7 days a week and on holidays, both days and nights?
A. No. The regular operating hours for the range is Monday through Friday between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  Every three years all Troopers are required to qualify under low light conditions (dusk to dawn). This activity is conducted immediately after sunset and typically concludes by 9:00 pm. There is minimal usage of the range on the weekends and none on holidays.

7. The state owns so much land already; why aren’t any of these sites used for the range?
A. The state has considered state-owned land to the extent permitted by law. In accordance with the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA) there are two key factors that affect site selection for a proposed project.  They are (1) sites under the control of the sponsoring agency (DESPP, in this case) and (2) sites that are reasonably available to the agency.  Existing DESPP property and other state owned land were considered as part of the initial site selection process.  Reasonably available sites included non-state owned property where the land owner is a willing seller; thereby making their property reasonably available to the agency.  The site selection process also included “unsolicited sites,” meaning they were submitted to the state by land owners for consideration for the relocation project.  Since they were being offered to the state by willing sellers, they were deemed “reasonably available” and as such, also subject to the same vetting process as state-owned properties.  Sites where the state reached out to the land owners were deemed “solicited.”  There were a number of solicited sites that made it through the vetting process but were not available for sale, as well as a number of unsolicited sites that were considered but did not make it through the vetting process. The three sites, Willington at Ruby Road (unsolicited), Willington at Eldredge Mills Road (solicited), and East Windsor (unsolicited), completed the vetting process, were deemed to be reasonably available, and as a result, were subsequently carried forward to the Early Public Scoping Process under CEPA.

8. How can you justify the expense to taxpayers? 
A. The purpose of this facility is to provide a reliable training environment, one that would be readily available and afford the variety of training opportunities under realistic conditions to all of the sworn members of the Connecticut State Police. The current facility cannot accommodate all of the training that must be provided to all troopers and the frequently occurring cancellations due to flooding impede our responsibility to maintain a continuously credentialed workforce. For many citizens of the State of Connecticut, CSP is the only police resource available to its towns and it is the primary responder to significant public safety threats. It is critical that every Trooper receives all of the training needed, in training environments simulating the situations they will likely face to ensure that they are ready to respond to your calls, and are also able to protect themselves from harm when they do.  

9. Does the state plan to use the selected site for any purpose other than a firing range?  
A. No. There is no plan to use the selected site for any purpose other than the proposed training facility.

10. Will there be 24-hour security monitoring the facility? Is the town expected to pay for the monitoring? 
A. The town will not be responsible for any monitoring or security of the facility. While there is no formal design or plan for CSP’s continuous monitoring of the proposed facility at this point, the current facility is continuously monitored by an alarm company to which CSP responds.

11. Are “Frangible” or “Soft” Rounds be considered for use?
A. Yes.  Frangible ammunition are designed to break apart when they hit walls or other hard surfaces to prevent ricochets in close quarters and to limit the danger behind the intended target. Frangible bullets will break up into small, less harmful, pieces upon contact with anything harder than they are. This maximizes the round's transfer of energy to the object and minimizes the chances that pieces of the bullet will exit the object at a high velocity. Each of the small fragments quickly loses any energy and therefore poses minimal  danger to any secondary target. This means that full-power frangible bullets can be shot at a target without the risk that they may ricochet and harm either the shooter or others.

Frangible bullets are composites of hybrid materials either pressed together at high pressure or glued together with adhesives.  They are not made from lead therefore, do not cause or contribute to lead contamination. 

Frangible bullets are primarily used in training exercises to reduce lead hazards on firing ranges. They are ideal for marksmanship training for indoor and outdoor ranges, tactical team training, close-in engagement of metal targets and specialized service use. 

12. Which safety precautions are being taken to protect residents from stray bullets who live nearby?
A. Troopers are trained and instructed to shoot at designated targets only.  They receive clear direction, are expressly prohibited from randomly shooting at anything other than designated targets, and are closely supervised by Range instructors.  Information from the EIE will inform the design of the proposed range to ensure that all areas where shooting takes place will be secure from any individuals who reside or are in the area. 
 
Additionally, CSP plans to use frangible ammunition whenever possible. Frangible ammunition contains no lead and break apart into small, less harmful pieces upon contact with any surface harder than the bullet, which limits the risk of ricochet or hitting anything beyond the intended target.  

13. What, if any is the environmental impact on the air, soil, and groundwater in the land used for the firing range and surrounding properties?
A. Such potential environmental impacts will be evaluated in great detail in the EIE. Additionally, as noted above, frangible ammunition, bullets made of non-toxic metals, reduces the need for lead abatement. 

14. How many acres does the state need to build a firing range and what does the state plan to do with the rest of the land it doesn’t use for this purpose?  
A.    About 30 acres are needed for the facility itself. Additional acreage is used to create sight and sound buffers between the facility and neighboring properties. 

15. Will the state add additional facilities to the property after the range is completed? 
A. No. There are no plans to add additional facilities to the property. 

16. Why aren’t the zoning board/residents of the town able to vote on whether or not this project proceeds?
A. The state’s process is different than the one that is used by some communities when considering development projects at the local level. Since this is a state action, it is governed by state law, and not local regulations.  State law requires that public comments are solicited at the early stages of the project and again during the EIE public comment and review stage; see CGS 22a-1-22a-1h.

17. Can CSP use the National Guard facilities instead?
A. No.  Neither the CT Army National Guard range in East Haven nor the Stones Ranch facility in Niantic is a suitable alternative.
After considerable study, the CSP has determined that the range in East Haven is not designed to meet CSP needs. East Haven has a baffled pistol deck affecting lighting and ground conditions.  Its design does not meet our needs, as troopers train under conditions to which they will respond – natural light, weather conditions and a flexible layout to simulate real life scenarios.  

East Haven also has a rifle range. Likewise, its design does not meet our needs; because its lanes are short, it uses small targets to simulate shooting at a longer distance. A range that simulates distances does not meet the training needs of CSP, and if used exclusively, would not meet the needs of the National Guard.  That is why this type of rifle range is used to qualify soldiers to carry the weapon but does not meet the National Guard’s mandatory training standard for overseas mobilization. Unlike the National Guard, the CSP would not have access to additional facilities, and the short range is not suitable for rifle qualification and proficiency.

 In terms of availability, the East Haven facility is currently utilized by the National Guard throughout the year and would not be available to the State Police on all days. Specifically, CSP would be able to use the range for approximately 100 days between May and September, and 140 days from October to April. Since CSP can only assign 30 troopers per day to the range as the majority of troopers are deployed to cover posts and perform other critical duties daily, this schedule is insufficient to meet our needs. Additionally, the National Guard is requesting CSP pay a fee of $885 for each day of range use.

The Stones Ranch in Niantic does not currently house a range.  Since the facility is also being fully utilized by the National Guard, using the site to build a range would effectively shut down all National Guard operations. The feasibility of other facilities will be addressed in the EIE. 

18. Will CSP be training with automatic firearms?
A. Most Troopers train with and use semi-automatic firearms. Currently, fewer than 30 Troopers in highly specialized tactical units use automatic firearms.   

19. What considerations will be taken to protect surrounding residential areas from excessive noise, both at night and during the day?
A. During the EIE process, a scientific study of possible noise impacts on the surrounding neighborhoods will be conducted, by modeling the expected noise generated from the new facility to the surrounding properties.  Based on the assessment of potential impacts, we would explore mitigating factors which may include as examples, but are not limited to, site specific design and layout, use of existing topography, and woodland buffers, in addition to potential operational changes.

20. Will building a firing range in our town cause our home values to depreciate? Will homeowners be compensated for loss of value? 
A. Part of the EIE process includes an evaluation of the economic impact on the surrounding areas, which would include potential impact to home value.


21. Will local businesses near the range be impacted?
A. The site selection process is designed to minimize any impact. The degree to which businesses near the site could be negatively or positively impacted and opportunities to mitigate those factors will be explored in the EIE. 

22. How close will the proposed range be to schools, residences, and places of worship?
A. Part of the EIE process will further evaluate the proximity to residences, places of worship, cemeteries, hospitals, schools, daycare centers, recreational areas and historic districts, and the degree to which they may be impacted and mitigated.

23. Will the influx of Troopers using the firing range cause traffic problems?
A. On average, only about 30 troopers, under the supervision of Range instructors, would train on the facility per day. However, as part of the EIE process, a traffic study would be conducted which would look into such things as existing road level of services, the potential trips generated by the use of the facility by troopers and staff during peak traffic hours, and entrance sightlines. 

24. Have other facilities been considered, such as DOC or private ranges?
A. Yes, we have considered other facilities:

Groton Sub Base – The Sub Base has an indoor range, and it has limited availability on the weekends only. Neither its capacity nor its capabilities are sufficient to meet our requirements. 

National Guard Facilities – The National Guard has two locations, East Haven and Niantic, and neither is a suitable alternative. After considerable study, the CSP has determined that the range in East Haven is not designed to meet CSP needs. East Haven has a baffled pistol deck. The existing range’s design does not meet our needs, as troopers train under conditions to which they will respond: natural light, weather conditions, and a flexible layout to simulate real life scenarios.  East Haven also has a rifle range with short lanes and small targets to simulate shooting at a longer distance.  A range that simulates distances does not meet the training needs of CSP, and if used exclusively, would not meet the needs of the National Guard. In fact, this type of rifle range qualifies soldiers to carry the weapon but does not meet the mandatory training standard for overseas mobilization. Unlike the National Guard, the CSP would not have access to additional facilities, and the short range is not suitable for rifle qualification and proficiency.

 In terms of availability, the East Haven facility is currently utilized by the National Guard throughout the year and would be available to the State Police on some but not all days. Specifically, CSP would be able to use the range for approximately 100 days between April and August, and 140 days from September to March. Since CSP can only assign 30 troopers per day to the range as the rest are assigned to posts and other critical duties, this schedule is insufficient to meet our needs. Additionally, the National Guard is requesting CSP pay a fee of $885 for each day of range use.

The Stones Ranch in Niantic does not currently house a range. Since the facility is also being fully utilized by the National Guard, using the site to build a range would effectively shut down all National Guard operations.

Privately Owned Ranges – A number of local police departments use privately owned and operated ranges on private property throughout the state on a catch-as-can basis.  The departments vary in size but all of them are appreciably smaller than is CSP. Additionally, none of these locations meet the current safety standards established by the U.S. Military and/or our specific training needs and requirements.  

Public and Private Gun Clubs – We also explored a number of the private and public gun clubs that are registered with the DEEP.  Only a few of them partially met our training needs and none of them was interested in a relationship with the State. The majority were insufficient in size, or were indoor ranges, and/or lacked the types of ranges to quality all of the weapons that Troopers utilize.  

DOC – DOC trains approximately 1,100 Correction Officers throughout the year. The DOC has an indoor range in Enfield, an indoor range in Cheshire, and an outdoor range in Cheshire; only a limited number of lanes are operable in each location.  The Enfield site has had numerous mechanical failures and is often inoperable.  The Cheshire range closes at 4 p.m. per an agreement with the Town of Cheshire. To the extent that the lanes are operable, DOC uses its three sites continuously throughout the year. Any access we might have would be limited and erratic. 
24.  Will there be a Helipad at the facility and how often will helicopters be landing at the site?
A.   No. There will not be a helipad at the facility and helicopters will not be landing at   the site. 
25. Are there plans to place a driving/training pursuit track on the property now or in the future?
A. No.  Initial plans contemplated a driving/training pursuit track; this is no longer the case.

26. Are any other amenities planned for the facility including as examples, pool tables, televisions, and fireplaces?
A.   No. the facility has no amenities. 

27. Does CSP hold a 3-day event at the range in Simsbury every year at the end of August?
A.    A 3-day event hosted by the West Hartford Police Department called the CT Swat challenge, a shooting competition, is held in August. The first 2 days have been held at the CSP range and a private range next door.  The third day was held at the West Hartford reservoir.  It is not a State Police event, although CSP has teams that have competed in it.  Participation is primarily New England law enforcement and military SWAT teams. It is usually attended by 20-30 teams of 8 each.   

28. How would we control access to the East Windsor site?
A.   This will be discussed in broad terms during the EIE process (e.g., features added to restrict access such as security systems or fencing.) We can assure the town, however, that the State Police will secure the facility and that it will not be used for any other purposes. 

29. Would East Windsor (or any other town) be eligible to receive State PILOT Funds?
A.   Yes, PILOT funding is required by statute. The amount that East Windsor would receive would be determined based on the assessed value of the property and mil rate.  The current assessed value of the Simsbury site is $384,140; reimbursement at 45% is $172,863 annually; the total with the applied mill rate is $6,446.

30. Will the EIE be conducted during phase 1 or phase 2?
A.    The EIE will be conducted as part of phase 2.
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