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Posted at 10:20 AM on 3/8/13…

Major Winter Storm Update from DESPP / DEMHS…

Bands of Heavy Snow Moving Through Central CT at 10:00 AM…Snowfall amounts being increased significantly…
 
Additional Power Outages Occurring As Wet Snow Causes Some Tree Limbs to Break...
 
At 10:00 AM radar showed a wide band of heavy snow moving into Central Connecticut from the Northeast.  These bands of snow are moving into New England from the East as a very large ocean storm very slowly moves away from New England today.  Temperatures are currently near 30' F with North winds gusting to 25 MPH at times.  Winter Storm Warnings are now in effect for most of the state except for the Southeast Coast and Litchfield county where Winter Weather Advisories remain in effect.  Current snowfall totals are increasing rapidly as heavy wet snow continues falling.   Snowfall totals across the state currently range from 6 - 14" along the coast, 8 – 16” inland and up to 20" in the Northeast Hills above 500 feet.  At 10:00 AM CL&P and UI were reporting 11,706 customers without power primarily in South Central Connecticut.  Additional outages are likely to occur during the next few hours as the heavy wet snow causes tree limbs to break.
 
Today's Forecast...
 
Rest of This Morning…Wet snow heavy at times through noontime.  The heavy wet snow is sticking to roadways and causing very slick driving conditions.  There will be wide variations in road conditions primarily based on elevation.  A moderate to major impact is expected for all travel for the next 3 – 4 hours with snow cover on most roads and moderate to heavy falling snow.  A major impact is occurring above 500 feet on many roads. 
 
This Afternoon…The heavy snow is forecast to gradually taper off to moderate snow by 1:00 PM and to flurries by 4:00 pm.  Highs in the upper 30's with slowly improving road conditions.  The impact on the afternoon rush hour is now expected to be moderate in most locations.
 
Total accumulations are being increased and are forecast to range from 6 – 12” along the immediate coast, 10 – 15” for inland valley locations and 12 - 24" above 500 feet.      
 
The Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security will continue to monitor the latest conditions and will issue another update on this storm at Noon.
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