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Posted at 9:20 AM on 2/22/13…

A storm system currently located near the Chicago Area is forecast to move into the Great Lakes today as a new low pressure system forms along the U.S. Southeast Coast tonight.  The new low pressure system is then forecast to intensify as the storm moves to the Northeast on Saturday towards Nantucket Saturday Night.  As this storm moves up the East Coast a large area of rain and snow is expected to impact New England Saturday Afternoon, Saturday Night and into the day on Sunday.  Heavy wet snow is expected across interior Southern New England, however the amount of wet snow is very likely to be dependent on elevation.  The following forecast is based on a blend of the GFS and NAM computer models.  

Saturday Afternoon…Light snow spreading into the State from the Southwest between Noon and 3:00 PM.  A rain / snow line is expected to move into Southwestern CT by 4:00 PM and then move to the Northeast and into the Middletown area by 6:00 PM.  A few inches of wet snow is expected before the changeover.  Highs in the low to mid 30’s.  

Saturday Evening… The rain / snow line is forecast to continue moving inland reaching the Hartford area by 8:00 PM.  Snowfall before the changeover is expected to range from 1 – 3 inches.  The rain / snow line is expected to move north to the MA border by 10:00 PM.  

Saturday Night… Rain across most of the state early with wet snow above 1,000 feet in Northern CT.  The rain / snow line is then forecast to move back down across the state between 2:00 AM and 7:00 AM Sunday morning.  Towns should expect the potential for a burst of heavy wet snow after the changeover with several inches of wet snow possible especially in the higher elevations of Northern CT.

Sunday Morning…Wet snow tapering off from West to East between 9:00 – 11:00 AM.

Total accumulations are currently expected to range from 1 – 2 inches in Southern CT, 2 – 4” in Central CT and 4 – 8” in Northern CT.  However forecast confidence is low at this time because any slight change in the track or intensity of this storm could result in a significant change in the snowfall forecast.   Also, because temperatures are expected to hover around 32 F for most of the storm event, accumulations will likely be greatest on the existing snowpack and much less on roadways.

Impacts: The impact on travel is expected to be minor in Southern CT and Moderate in Northern CT Saturday night with some slush cover on roads and potentially snow cover on higher elevation roads in Northern CT.  Scattered power outages are possible resulting from the heavy wet snow in the higher elevations of Northern CT.  Minor coastal flooding is also possible Saturday evening along the coast of Western Long Island Sound. 

The Department of Emergency Services and Public Protection Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security will continue to monitor the latest forecasts and will issue another update at 3:00 PM this afternoon.    
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