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Connecticut Task Force One – Connecticut’s Urban Search and Rescue Team


By Jim Turner


HAZMAT Manager, Task Force Bravo





In the days following 9/11, Connecticut’s emergency services community worked at great length to develop contingency plans should the need arise to help the citizens of New York City in their recovery efforts. This process led many State and Local officials on a retrospective analysis of their own available resources to deal with a similar event, should one occur within Connecticut. 





The findings indicated several venues where state and local entities could perform, but required additional resources and equipment to excel. One of these venues was the urban search and rescue environment. Out of these findings, and with the endorsement of the Governor, emerged the enactment of Connecticut Task Force One (CT-TF1).





Connecticut Task Force One is a volunteer organization that is consists of a diverse emergency response pool of resources. Its ranks include Career and Volunteer Firefighters from Municipal and Industrial Fire Departments, Municipal and Commercial EMS responders, State and Local Law Enforcement Officers, and a diverse private sector representation working towards the common goal of providing the citizens of the State of Connecticut with a “best in class” urban search and rescue team. 





The team numbers nearly 140 members, many of whom receive little or no compensation from their sponsoring organizations for their participation. Each team member is required to attend one administrative and one component training session per month, with many members attending additional training to either serve as instructors, or expand their knowledge and abilities.








Modeled after the existing FEMA format, Connecticut Task Force One includes eight components that allow the task force to be a self-sustaining entity. They are Command, Hazardous Materials, Law Enforcement, Logistics, Medical, Planning, Rescue, and Search. 





The concept behind urban search and rescue response is that the team can be deployed to an incident and be self-sustaining for 72 hours. With additional supplies, the team can be operational for up to 14 days.





Each component performs a specific task in an effort to rescue as many viable victims as possible from a building collapse. Specifically, each component’s responsibilities are:





COMMAND STAFF - Responsible for providing command and control of the Task Force by working within the command structure identified in the National Incident Management System. The Command Staff includes a management cadre that represents each discipline, as well as dedicated Safety Officers.





HAZMAT - The HAZMAT Component conducts air monitoring, assesses hazardous conditions, develops, implements and oversees decontamination, and is WMD trained to operate in a variety of hazardous atmospheres in support of team operations.





LAW ENFORCEMENT - Tasked with providing scene support, evidence collection, and documentation, the Law Enforcement Component is a unique addition to the Urban Search & Rescue Taskforce. In addition to the law enforcement responsibilities, all members of this component are cross-trained as Rescue Specialists.





LOGISTICS - Logistics serves as the backbone of the task force and is responsible for issuing, maintaining, and repairing all equipment assigned to the task force cache. 





MEDICAL - The Medical Component consists of a cadre of Emergency Physicians and Paramedics that support medical needs of the Task Force and provide direct care for any rescued victims.





PLANNING - The Planning Component consists of team of specialists that establish work goals, develop operational plans for work periods, coordinate communication efforts, assess structural components & stability, and coordinate accountability of team members. 





RESCUE - The Rescue Component is tasked with performing the rescue of victims that are complex in nature and require specialized tools and training. Members assigned to Rescue possess specialized technician level certifications in structural collapse, rope, confined space and trench rescue.





SEARCH - The Search Component provides manual, technical, and canine resources that locate entrapped victims. Members utilize sophisticated listening equipment and search cameras to locate victims and assess their condition.





In the foreseeable future for Connecticut Task Force One are several goals. These include:





Getting all team members fully trained and certified in their respective disciplines;


Filling out the cache of equipment to include a full FEMA cache for Task Force Alpha and Bravo, as well as providing for a compliment of equipment for training purposes;


Establishing a sustained operating budget within the Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security;


Expanding the task force roster so that two full Task Forces can be staffed;


Obtaining bonding support so that vehicles and medical supplies can be purchased; and,


Eventually, obtaining FEMA certification and recognition as a Federal Response asset.





As you can see the goals are lofty, but attainable. The key to achieving these goals lies with the desire of our team members to succeed. Without their drive and your support, Connecticut Task Force One would be just a vision and not a reality. 





In future editions we will provide expanded information on the resources that we can provide and situations we can assist with, as we explore each component’s full capabilities. In the meantime, back to the pile…





�


CT-TF 1 members perform a breaching operation at TOPOFF 3 in New London. This evolution has team members drilling through 6 to 8 inch concrete to remove a victim entrapped on the other side.








�


A Rescue Specialists prepares a motor for a hydraulic cutting tool that will be used to gain access to verify an entrapped occupant that was located by a Canine and his Handler.








According to Task Force Leader John Mancini, of the Waterbury Fire Department, “Connecticut Task Force One is another tool in the local Incident Commander’s tool box.”





With these thoughts in mind, the local Incident Commander needs to understand that the Task Force is available 24/7/365.  





As part of the response process, an Advance team can be at your scene within one hour to assess your needs and the entire team and its cache of equipment can fully deploy within 4 hours.








