STATE OF CONNECTICUT

Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security

URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE

CONNECTICUT TASK FORCE 1

(CT-TF1)

269 Maxim Road

Hartford, Connecticut  06114

CT-TF1 Team Application

Dear Applicant:

Thank you for your interest in becoming a member of the Connecticut Task Force 1 (CT-TF1).  This Task Force is a volunteer Urban Search and Rescue Team (US&R) that is authorized by the State of Connecticut, Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS).
It is the mission of Connecticut Task Force 1 to provide a coordinated effort of personnel and resources to locate, extricate and provide immediate medical treatment to victims trapped within collapsed structures.   Collapsed structures may be a result of a natural or manmade disaster.

CT-TF1 conforms to US&R Operational Procedures that were developed by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  CT-TF1 consists of two (2) teams each comprised of approximately 70 volunteers.  Each Task Force team consists of six (6) major functional components:  Search, Rescue, Medical, Logistics, Planning, and HazMat, including associated supervisory positions.  Monthly training drills are held to sharpen the skills of team members and to promote collaboration.

To be considered for a volunteer position, members of the CT-TF1 Selection Committee will review your written application and all accompanying required documents.  Your application package will be assessed for skills, knowledge, training, certification and experience suitable to your prospective assignment on the Team.  Should your background meet the requirements of the position for which you are seeking, you will be selected to interview with the Selection Committee.  Applicants who pass the interview phase of the selection process will be invited to take the Critical Tasks and Fitness Standards ability test.  Prior to taking the fitness test, the applicant must have their personal physician complete the Critical Tasks and Fitness Standards form to medically authorize participation in the test.

A background and reference investigation will be made on all applicants.

The applicant must pass all phases of the selection process and be at least 21 years of age for acceptance on the CT-TF1 Team.

To be considered for a volunteer position on the CT-TF1 Team, the following required documentation must be submitted to the Urban Search and Rescue Administration:

· A completed and signed US&R Volunteer Application

· A resume 

· A letter, no longer than 2 pages, describing your goals, interests, experiences and why you wish to be a CT-TF1 team member

· Three (3) letters of reference (one of which must be from a supervisor)

· Military record DD214, if applicable

· Two (2) applicant finger print cards, (one green DPS 125C and one blue FD-258)  These cards must be completed by the Department of Public Safety or by a local Police Department

· A valid state motor vehicle operator license

· Current CPR/AED/First Aid certification.  Member is required to keep certifications current on his/her own.

· Certificates, degrees, official transcripts related to the position for which you are seeking

· A signed Employer / Sponsoring Agency Memorandum of Understanding

· A signed US&R Law Enforcement Specialist Memorandum of Understanding, if applicable
Application documentation must be mailed via United States Postal Service, to:

Urban Search and Rescue Administration

269 Maxium Road

Hartford, CT  06114

The physical ability test will include:

Event 1:  Confined Space Entry

Crawl through a tube 20 feet long and 24 inches in diameter by crawling from one end to the other, then crawling backward to the point of origin.

Event 2:  Ladder Climb

Ascend a 35-foot fire department ladder; touching the top rung with one hand and then descending back to the ground without stopping while going up or down the ladder.

Event 3:  Equipment Carry

Lift a 50-pound box from an elevated surface and carry it while walking for 200 feet without putting the box down and then returning the box to the starting point.  Dropping the box also constitutes a failure of this test.

Event 4:  Tool Carry

Lift a 48-pound hydraulic tool from the lift gate of a trunk and place it on the ground, then return the tool back to the lift gate.  This procedure will be repeated ten times.  Hands may be switched provided the applicant verbally indicates that switching of hands is desired before actually doing so.

Event 5:  Balance Beam Walk

Walk the length of a 12-foot beam that is 5 1/2 inches wide while unsupported and unassisted.  Falling off or stepping from the beam constitutes a failure of this test.

Once selected to be a volunteer, the team member will attend an orientation program and initial training.

Again, thank you for your interest in Connecticut Task Force 1.
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