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Program Funding Guidelines

 Connecticut Statewide Citizen Corps Council

(September 29, 2006)

Purpose: The Connecticut Statewide Citizen Corps Council (CCC) is a volunteer subcommittee of the Emergency Management and Homeland Security Coordinating Council.  The mission of the CCC is to harness the power of every individual through education, training, and volunteer service to make communities safer, stronger, and better prepared to respond to the threats of terrorism, crime, public health issues, and disasters of all kinds.  Toward this end, the CCC has developed a Strategic Plan that focuses on strengthening the Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) program in Connecticut. 

Funding Availability: FY 2005 Homeland Security Grant funding has been allocated, in part, as follows: $105, 000 for basic CERT training and equipment; $9,000 for Advanced Skills Workshops; $20,000 for Public Education; and $40,245 for program planning.  FY 2005 program funding is available until 3/31/07.

Eligible Participants: Local Citizen Corps Councils, Regional Citizen Corps Councils, Municipal Officials, Regional Planning Organizations, Medical Reserve Corps, Connecticut Statewide Citizen Corps Council, and other organizations, eligible under the Freedom Corps
Eligible Applicants: All applications for funding must be submitted through a municipality, Regional Planning Organization, or State Agency, and endorsed by the local or regional Citizen Corps Council.
Eligible Activities:  Examples of allowable goods and services include the following:
For Basic Citizen Corps Training 

· Compensation for trainers

· Meeting space costs

· Manuals (if not acquired from the state)

· CERT kit items (as justified by the “mission of the team”)

· Supplies (consumable) used for the training classes, such as (but not limited to) 
- fire extinguisher recharging or refill powder, 
- first aid supplies, 
- supplies for the “tower exercise” (first class) or for other similar exercises, 
- photocopying costs for supplemental class materials. 
-  Postage
- easel pad / markers, etc.

For Citizen Corps Related Equipment - Equipment must be approved through the Authorized Equipment List (AEL) available at http://www2.rkb.mipt.org/ 
· Citizen Corps Response Equipment including CERT kits, rain gear, flashlights, replacement batteries for radios, reflective safety gloves, badges, identifying clothing
· Cribbing supplies
· Replacement projector light bulbs (for RPO CERT projectors or other projects used long-term for the CERT program.)
· Purchase of items to construct a simple burn pan.
· Intra-team radios (for established teams only)

For Advanced Training or advanced skills workshops / conferences

· Costs of Red Cross first aid certification (training generally free, but direct costs run about $20 – 25 person for supplies, skills cards, certification cards, etc. required by Red Cross).

· Trainer costs 

· Supplies 

For Program Planning

· Staff costs for outreach, team-building, handling course registration / certificates/ taking photos for IDs / issuing IDs

· Planning for “advanced skills workshops” (including occasional refresher workshops)

· Costs of attendance at statewide Citizen Corps Council meetings

· Postage  

· Web site maintenance

For other allowable expenses, please refer to the Federal program guidance.
Application, Approval, and Payment Process:  To apply for funding, eligible applicants should complete the attached “Application for Citizen Corps Program Funding”.  Applications must be endorsed by the local or regional Citizen Corps Council and forwarded to Sharon Mazzochi, DEMHS, 269 Maxim Road, Hartford, CT 06114.  Applications must be received by DEMHS by the fifteen (15th) of the month in order for the application to be reviewed by the CCC at that month’s meeting.  Applications will be acted upon at the regularly scheduled monthly meetings of the CCC, and applicants will be notified of the CCC’s decision.

Approved applicants can either request a cash advance to implement the project, or wait until program completion and then request reimbursement.  Up to 80% of the funding requested in the application can be provided as a cash advance.  The remaining 20% will be reimbursed upon submission of the “Citizen Corps Project Completion Report”.

Additional Information:  Additional information on the Citizen Corps Program is available by contacting Sharon Mazzochi, DEMHS, sharon.mazzochi@ct.gov, (860) 256-0852.
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