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Fact Sheet 
 
If during an emergency you are asked to evacuate your home you will have to take into consideration the 
welfare of your pets. Due to public health and safety reasons pets cannot be brought into reception centers 
or Red Cross shelters.  Service animals (e.g. guide dogs) that assist people with disabilities are the only 
animals allowed in reception centers and Red Cross shelters.   
 
Individuals with pets should contact friends, family, veterinarians or boarding kennels outside the affected 
area to arrange for care.   
 
If you evacuate and take your pets with you, you should have the following supplies: 
 
• Medications and medical records, especially current vaccinations.  Some boarding facilities may not 

take animals without this information. 
• Sturdy leashes, harnesses, and/or carriers to transport pets safely and ensure that your pet can’t escape. 
• Kennel or crate for housing.  The container should be large enough for the cat or dog to stand up and 

turn around.  Label the crate with your name, address, and phone number and an out of area 
emergency contact phone number. 

• Current photos of you with your pets in case they get lost.  A picture of you with your pet will help 
correctly identify you as the owner. 

• Food, potable water, bowls, cat litter/pan, and a can opener. 
• Information on feeding schedules medical conditions, behavior problems, and the name and phone 

number of your veterinarian in case you have to foster or board your pets. 
• Pet beds and toys if easily transportable. 
 
If you evacuate and have to leave your pet at home, prepare a safe location for it.  Consider easy to clean 
areas such as utility areas or bathrooms.  Leave familiar items such as the pet’s normal bedding and 
favorite toys.  Leave a three-day supply of dry food.  The food should not be moistened because it can 
turn rancid and sour.  Leave the food in a sturdy container that the pet cannot over turn.  Leave the water 
in a sturdy, no-spill container.  If possible, open a faucet slightly and let the water drip into a big 
container.  Large dogs may be able to obtain fresh water from a partially filled bathtub.  Dogs and cats 
should be separated.  Even if your dogs and cats normally get along, the anxiety of an emergency situation 
can cause pets to act irrationally. NEVER leave a pet chained outside.  Place a notice outside in a visible 
place, advising what pets are in the house and where they are located along with a phone number where 
the owner can be reached. 
 
Whether you take your pets with you or leave them at home make sure all cats and dogs are wearing 
collars and securely fastened up-to-date identification tags.   
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