
 
 
 

DRAFT  
 

REGION 5  
REGIONAL EMERGENCY PLANNING TEAM STEERING COMMITTEE  

MINUTES OF MEETING  
February 9, 2009  

 
 
John Lawlor, City of Waterbury Public Works Department, called the meeting to order in 
Southbury at 1:00 p.m.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and roll call was taken.  The 
Minutes of the January 12th meeting were approved.  There was no public comment.  
 
Emergency Support Function Progress Report:  
 
ESF #1 – Transportation - Joe Perrelli (COGCNV) 
Virginia Mason reported Joe Perrelli is pursuing the addition of a School Bus Representative 
for the Group and that the State DOT should be a player in this ESF.    
 
ESF #2 – Communications - Steve Savage  
Steve reported that STOCS Boxes have been deployed and that training has been conducted, 
or is being scheduled in Danbury, Harwinton, Norfolk, Oxford and Watertown.  Training will 
be on-going as the boxes come out, and ESF 2 will receive the   Train the Trainer course in 
March.  Interoperable Communication grant monies ($87,000) is now available through 
funds from the Federal Government.  In March there will be a half day orientation on how 
money can be spent and they are looking at possibly hiring a consultant to assist in the 
development of the Tactical Interoperability Communications Plan.  There was a presentation 
at the last ESF-2 meeting by the Connecticut Civil Support Team (CST) , who brought their 
Mobil Communications Unit.  How the Region can access this State resource was discussed.   
All other projects are ongoing.     
 
ESF #3 – Public Works - John Lawlor 
The group met as part of Western Connecticut Public Works Officials on January 22nd at 
Southbury Farm II with discussion mostly centered around bringing all communities not 
participating to date,  up to speed with DEMHS Region 5 initiatives.  Six or seven training 
issues were discussed from an ESF-3 perspective and these initiatives will be submitted to 
Paul and the Training Sub-Committees for their consideration.  Eventually these will come 
back to the REPT-SC for a vote.  John reminded all ESF Chairs that if they have training they 
are proposing, to get their training information reviewed and forwarded to Paul Estefan.  
There is another meeting scheduled for this month.   
 
ESF #4 – Firefighting - Chief Lawrence Black 
Chief Black reported the group has not yet met.  The list of Chiefs has been completed with 
regional sub-groups.   The Chief hopes to get each sub-group to send a representative to a 
regional meeting,  and meet with all 66 Chiefs  once or twice a year. 
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ESF #5 – Emergency Management - Paul Estefan 
Robert Kenny reported the group met last month after the REPT-SC meeting.  Today’s 
meeting is cancelled.  The focus is training for in-service EMDs at the local level regarding 
their legal authority, etc.  Paul is a proponent for that and Bob has been working with 
Hartford so that Region 5 will be the pilot for this training.  This will take place late February 
or early March and a meeting has been set up with Brenda Bergeron, Legal Counsel and 
William Hackett, Director.  It is anticipated that this will be an evening presentation with an 
emphasis on EMD legal authorities, as well as topics such as Sheltering, Commodities 
Distribution, and Preliminary Damage Assessments  
 
Goshen declared local State of Emergency during recent winter storm in which 
Massachusetts received a Federal declaration. DEMHS researching potential for Goshen to 
seek relief secondary to Massachusetts being a contingent State. 
 
ESF #6 – Mass Care Housing and Human Services - Richard Stubbs 
 
Rich reported he did a presentation for New Milford and Goshen, with another scheduled for 
February 19th in Prospect.  Recent issues related to the prepackaged meals (MREs) that are 
part of the sheltering cache were brought-up.  Seven or eight vendors on FDA website are 
recalling prepackaged meals.  Red Cross plan on conducting a statewide exercise for all State 
Chapters in April.  More information to come regarding this initiative. The Connecticut 
Department of Public Health hosting a seminar on Sheltering and Special Needs coming up. 
 
ESF #8 – Public Health and Human Services - Ed Briggs 
Connecticut DPH and DEMHS have jointly endorsed the Connecticut Forward Movement of 
Patients Plan. ESF-8 is the lead on the regional implementation of the plan and there are no 
problems foreseen in our Region.  There is a meeting of all ESF 8 Chairs on February 24th   

for all five regions. 
. 
ESF #9 – Urban Search and Rescue - Joseph Golden 
Robert Kenny reported that during the last winter storm, the Governor’s Office opened 
several State armories to accommodate overflow due to low temperatures   USAR had a 
mission to transport State cots to those facilities in cooperation with the Red Cross.  They 
utilized the roll off trailers that the State has stocked with sheltering supplies.  This all 
worked out well and there were no complaints. 
 
ESF #10 – Oil and Hazardous Materials Response – Chief Field 
Robert Tomlinson reported the group met last week.  A NFPA 472 Haz-Mat training had 
been planned, and was to be held at the Southbury office, but due to lack of enrollment was 
cancelled.  After re-evaluation, the State-funded course is now in progress at Waterbury Fire 
Department with sixteen people in attendance.  Danbury will be seeking approval from the 
Region 5 Training Committee in April to host a similar course using Region 5 funding. The 
ESF-10 group is also working to enhance the participation and collaboration with all the fire 
departments in the Region.  
 
7
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ESF #11 – Agriculture and Natural Resources – Dr. Cobelli 
Thomas Vannini reported that Dr. Cobelli is working on acquiring the $40,000 worth of 
equipment approved under the FY07 Spending Plan.  She is obtaining quotes at this point, 
and looking for local municipalities within the region to house the equipment under an MOA.    
 
ESF # 13 - Public Safety and Security – Chief Montgomery  
Chief Fuchs reports the Chief Montgomery made a request to meet with the State Police.  
The Fairfield County Police Chief’s radio project is going forward. Training requests have 
been sent out to all Police Departments region wide.  Chief Fuchs discussed problems and 
proposed solutions for expediting the procedure.  He made a request from Regions One and 
Five from the Police side to consolidate MOAs and requested DEMHS allow for one MOA 
per project.  They are trying to streamline the process. Robert Kenny assured the Committee 
these issues are being looked at by DEMHS in Hartford, and they would like to make the 
process easier. 
 
 
Region 5 RPO Updates and Items of Interest:  
 
Central Naugatuck Valley COG – Virginia Mason (RPO)/Charlie Rutledge (EMD)  
The Group has been having difficulty locating a site for the May Conference on Disabilities 
because there was going to be a significant fee if the event were held at UConn.  They are 
looking at a Middlebury Firehouse as a possibility.   
 
Housatonic Valley Council of Governments – David Hannon 
No report. 
 
Central Connecticut Regional Planning – Margus Laan 
The Group continues to work with the Town of Plymouth to get the MOA for the GPS and other 
equipment. There has been a delay due to confusion. The Town returned a signed copy of the 
MOA, but that was the old version and not the newer version DEMHS issued. Margus tailored the 
MOA for Plymouth, filling in all the proper blanks with the assistance of Region 5, COGCNV 
and the Town of Plymouth, so the Mayor and Town Attorney have a complete document for 
signature.  After reviewing the newer MOA, he noted a reference discrepancy in the MOA with 
the text referring to Appendix A at the end of the document having an Exhibit A.  He then 
advised Virginia Mason of COGCNV who relayed the question to Hartford.  Virginia informed 
Margus the revised MOA is being accepted as drafted (with the Appendix A/Exhibit A 
discrepency). The MOA has been forwarded to the Mayor for signature.  
 
Litchfield Hills Council of Governments  -  Rick Lynn  
James O’Leary made a Motion to send a letter to the Commissioner urging DEMHS to 
streamline the MOA process.   Chief Fuchs Seconded the Motion.  A Motion then was made 
to craft a letter to the Commissioner requesting the streamlining of the MOA review process 
and all approved.   The Northwest Public Safety Task Force has selected a candidate for the 
Coordinator position under the FY07 HSGP.  The Northwest Council of Governments voted 
in favor of this selection at it’s last meeting, and Litchfield Hills will vote Friday. It is 
expected that the name of the of the new hire shall be announced at that time.   Regarding 
Reverse 911, many towns throughout the State have expressed an interest in requesting the 
State allocate some of the federal funding to allow municipalities to be reimbursed for either 
the cost of purchasing or for operating the system 
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Northwest Connecticut Council of Governments – Pat Mechare/Rocky Tomlinson 
No report 
 
 
DEMHS Region 5 Update – Robert Kenny  
Robert Lenny introduced Trooper Mike Grieder of the Connecticut State Police who is 
presently assigned to DEMHS, working in the Critical Infrastructure Unit.  They want to 
become a part of the process and will come back to give a brief presentation at a later 
meeting.  He will have a desk at the Southbury Office, and has been added to the REPT-SC 
listserv.  Trooper Grieder briefly discussed the ACAMS implementation. This is 
computerized assessment tool to evaluate critical infrastructure.  Also introduced was Patrick 
Stanek, DEMHS Region 5 Intern from Quinnipiac University. He is a  Criminal Justice 
major, who will be interning with Region 5 until May.  The Southbury move will take place 
Feb. 27th.  Work is actively being done in the building with regards to installation of LCD 
displays, electrical work (including external and internal lighting for the building), phone 
installation, and a new security alarm system.  Regarding the Web EOC training, Bob Scata 
from DEMHS is willing to come out and provide a class for a group of 15 or more.  Region 5 
still has not received all of the updates for LEOPs and we are to begin the FY 09 process very 
soon.  Region 5 utilized the State cots for the last cold front and now is pursuing a vendor for 
cleaning.  The FY08 Grant guidance is forthcoming and we will begin the spending plan 
process again soon.  The State is also working on the FY ‘09 Grant submission. The STOCS 
program continues to be rolled out. 
 
Regional Emergency Operations Planning – Thomas Vannini 
There was a meeting held with regional personnel and DEMHS management where each of 
the five Regional Emergency Operations Plans were reviewed. These plans will now be 
renamed “Regional Emergency Support Plan.”  The Region 5 plan was seen to be unique in 
concept, but there were no negative comments or anticipated problems.  There will be a tight 
timeline to make revisions once we receive feedback from the management. Once corrections 
and additions are requested, we will revise and send to the REPT Steering Committee for 
review.   
 
Regional Training and Exercises – Paul Estefan 
No report. 
 
Region 5 Training and Exercise Planning Workgroup – Thomas Romano 
There was no Training and Exercise Planning Workgroup meeting held in February.  
Regarding STOCS, two STOCS 2 boxes were delivered; one to Danbury and one to 
Harwinton, with seven people completing the Train the Trainer Course.  Web EOC training 
class held on January 29th in Southbury was full.  Contact Robert Kenny to arrange a class.  
Web EOC will become an integral part of functional and full-scale exercises in the future.  
There will be a HSEEP (Homeland Security Exercise Evaluation Plan) Course at the 
Southbury Office on May 19, 20 and 21st.  The Preliminary Damage Course will be offered 
twice in August.  There will be a daytime class Southbury and an evening class in the 
northern part of the Region with location to be announced.  Tom is looking for a site to hold a 
night or weekend ICS-300 course in the northern portion of the Region in the third quarter.  
An evening class would require five nights and a daytime class would require two days.  The 
minimum enrollment necessary to hold the class is fifteen people.  Tom is also looking for a 
site to hold a weekend HSEEP course in the northern portion of the Region in the third 
quarter.  This course requires three days.  As a reminder, the ICS courses are offered free of 
charge.   
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New Business:  
James O’Leary said the Committee is very active in the Debris Removal program working 
with two contractors and a draft of the Plan will be available to all municipalities CNVCOG 
is working with two highly qualified Consultants, who will be responsible for the Central 
Naugatuck Valley protocol, the MOA process and Emergency Plan development.  Tom 
Romano is planning an exercise for CEO on April 17th.  
 
 
Old Business:  
 
There being no further business, Motion was made by Chief Fuchs and seconded by James 
O’Leary.   The meeting was adjourned at 2:15 p.m.  The next regular meeting of the REPT 
Steering Committee is set for February 9th at 1:00 p.m. at Farm II Building, 2130 Purchase Brook 
Road in Southbury.                                                    
 
 


