MINUTES OF APRIL 3, 2006 MUTUAL AID WORKING GROUP MEETING

Attendees:  Chief Mike Maglione, Waterbury; Chief James Strillacci, West Hartford; James O’Leary, COST; Scott Devico, DEMHS; Robert Kenny, DPH; Brenda Bergeron, DEMHS; Lon Hultgren, Town of Mansfield Public Works.

Guest:  Chief Douglas Dortenzio, Wallingford.

The group reviewed the definitions found in Title 28 of the Connecticut General Statutes, including definitions of local civil preparedness emergency, civil preparedness, etc..  The group agreed that, to the extent possible, proposed mutual aid legislation should mirror existing language, but with further understanding that some of the language is outdated and may have to be amended throughout Title 28 in separate legislation. 

The group discussed who can declare a local emergency, and concluded that the term “chief executive officer” would cover the municipal official, whether elected or appointed, who is charged, within municipal charter or ordinance, with the authority to declare a local emergency. 

With respect to the definition of civil preparedness forces, it is important to make it clear within the mutual aid legislation that all disciplines are included, such as public works.  Need to keep the definition broad.

Also, the group agreed that all types of emergencies should be covered, including natural, technological or civil unrest.  Perhaps, use the phrase “events beyond the capability of the local jurisdiction?”
Need for public education of this statewide mutual aid legislation was emphasized.

Finally, the group discussed the latest draft of the mutual aid legislation, and directed DEMHS staff to revise the draft in accordance with the issues discussed today.  DEMHS staff will circulate a new draft of the legislation before the next Mutual Aid Working Group meeting.

Next meeting scheduled for Monday, April 24, 2006 at 1 pm at 25 Sigourney Street.  The planned topic is to review new draft and continue discussion regarding language.

PAGE  
1

