
DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY 
COORDINATING COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, 300 Corporate Park, Rocky Hill, CT 

December 11, 2008 
 

ATTENDEES:  Bill Austin, CREPC; Jonathan Best, DPH; Sandra Brown, Hart. Hosp.; Carmine Centrella, 
CRCOG; Wayne Dailey, DMHAS; Doug Dortenzio, Wallingford; Mary Duley, DPH; Marion Evan, BHD; Tom 
Gavaghan, DEMHS; John Gustafson, DEMHS; Betsy Hard, Bloomfield; Ed Henion, DPS; Al Hoffman, USCG; 
Don Janelle, Manchester; Richard Kleindienst, Yale; Bob Labanara, CCM; Maryann Lexius, Manchester; 
Stephen Livingston, DOT; Virginia Mason, COGNVC; Katherine McCormack, Hartford; Don Moore, 
Bloomfield; Jim O’Leary, COST; Bill Palomba, DPUC; Patrick Pickering, Region 2; Roy Piper, DEMHS; 
George Pohorilak, OSET; Dave Rodriguez, TSA; Robert Ross, DPS; Wayne Sandford, DEMHS; Terry 
Schmure, OPM; Michael Spera, Old Saybrook; Gary Stango, Hartford; Sean Thakker, CJIS; Lee Toffey, 
DEMHS; Bruce Varga, Milford; Michael Varney, DOIT; Dan Warzoha, Greenwich; Ed Wilds, DEP; and Deana 
Yassanye, Milford. Guest: Timothy Doyle, King County QEM, Washington State.  
 
I. WELCOME AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

A.  Meeting called to order by Deputy Commissioner Sandford at 0906 hours followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance and a moment of silence for U.S. Army 1st Lieutenant Thomas J. Brown of Shelton whose 
burial will be held today at Arlington National Cemetery.  

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. Carmine Centrella  announced that Cheryl Assis is on maternity leave and CRCOG’s point of contact 
until her return will be Kristen Dean. He also thanked Melanie Kerr, Bob Scata, and Tom Gavaghan for 
all their help with WebEOC training and the drill just conducted.  

 
III. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

A motion was made to accept the minutes of the November 13, 2008 meeting by Gary Stango; seconded by 
Bill Palomba; approved with Ed Wilds, Jim O’Leary, Mike Spera and Doug Dortenzio abstaining.  
 

IV. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 
A. None 

 
V. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Interoperability Committee – Mike Varney reported that the last meeting was held at DOC in Cheshire. 
See attached meeting report. George Pohorilak advised on the 700 MHz radio system – technical 
parameters were set by each Region (we are 19). Parameters set in other regions caused some issues 
with use, in particular along the New York border. This will cause added difficulty to the project but less 
of a loss in frequencies than was rumored.   

B. Citizen Corps Advisory Council – Reported on by Bill Austin who advised that there are 2327 trained 
members, with an additional 65 currently in training and 700 in queue. They are adding two new 
categories – Category 4 to capture people trained who are not on a team, and Category 5 to capture 
people who want the training but do not want to commit to a team. Next meeting will be held on 
December 18th at the West Hartford town Hall.  

C. Credentialing Committee – Reported on by Don Moore. The committee met on Tuesday and plans to 
have a rough draft for review by the next coordinating council meeting. He advised that the document 
will be done in phases with the first being job tasks. They plan to identify qualifying and quantifying of 
each individual. Phase 2 will start in January.   

D. Training/NIMS Committee – No report in Jeff Morrissette’s absence.  



E. Incident Management Team – Report by Wayne Sandford. They plan to have the IMT document ready 
for the next Coordinating Council meeting. Incident management Team played a significant role in the 
Extreme Home Makeover project in Voluntown over this week. 

F. Child Safety & Crisis Response: Wayne Sandford reported that a meeting was held with FEMA 
representatives regarding the STEP One Program for 4th grade students. FEMA has committed to 
supplying 2000 kits this year which should cover approximately 4 school districts.   

G. Regional Collaboration Committee – In Libby Graham’s absence, Jim O’Leary reported that the next 
meeting will be in January.  

H. Medical Reserve Corps –Mary Duley reported that the after action report for the November 21st 
conference and tabletop is almost complete. She will be forwarding next year’s meeting schedule.  

I. Transportation Security Committee – No report in the absence of James Mona.  
J. Public Health Advisory Committee – Mary Duley advised there was nothing to report at this time.   
 
Motion to accept committee reports was made by Michael Spera, seconded by Betsy Hard, unanimously 
approved. 

 
VI. UPDATES 

A. Grant Program – Libby Graham was absent from the meeting. Wayne Sandford advised that she would 
have more information at the next meeting but that the FY09 application using new base amount plus 
10% was working well. He also reported that at last Wednesday’s Tri-State (CT/NY/NJ) Transportation 
Security grant meeting CT was successful in changing our threat assessment score to make our projects 
more competitive.  

B. CTIC – Wayne Sandford reported in Commissioner Thomas’ absence that the advisory board met last 
week and that CTIC members are beginning to move into the space at Sigourney Street.  

C. Urban Search & Rescue –Sgt. Vito Savino was unable to attend but his report is attached. 
D. Legislation –Scott Devico reported that we have received approval from the governor’s office to go 

forward with the Legislative package. It will be emailed to the voting members and passed out at the 
next meeting.   

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Annual Report to the Governor and CT General Assembly. Motion to approve by Bill Austin, second by 

Terry Schmure, approved unanimously. 
B. NIMS Implementation Plan – discussion ensued. Michael Spera asked to table the vote and have Jeff 

Morrissette do a presentation on the plan at the next meeting. Motion to table vote by Bill Austin, 
second by Mike Spera, unanimous.  

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Presentation of 3 Days, 3 Ways by Timothy Doyle, King County QEM, Washington.    
B. CDC Terrorism Injuries: Information, Dissemination and Exchange (TIIDE) Project – Danbury selected as model 

community. 
 

IX. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
A. American Red Cross Webcast - December 16, 2009, 2:00 
B. Behavior Response to a Pandemic – December 16, 2008, half day training, Central CT State University 
C. Commodities Distribution Exercise – December 18 & 19, 2008 
D. Terrorism Conference for Intelligence Liaison Officers – January 15, 2009, Southern CT State University 
E. CCM/DPH/DEMHS Conference – May 12, 2009, Cromwell 

 

X. MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made to adjourn by Doug Dortenzio; seconded by Mike Spera; Unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 
1023 hours by Deputy Commissioner Sandford. 
 

XI. NEXT MEETING – Thursday, January 8, 2009 – Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, Rocky Hill, CT  



 

TO:  James Thomas, Commissioner DEMHS 
 
FROM:  Michael D. Varney, DOIT 
 
RE: State of Connecticut, Interoperability Working Group Activities 
 
DATE:  December 2008 
 
 
Significant Points of update:  
 
Held monthly meeting November 18th at the Department of Corrections facility in Cheshire. Regular business was 
conducted in addition to having a presentation from Interoperable Communications Technical Assistance Program 
(ICTAP) and a review of the Region 3 Communications tabletop exercise. Additional detail and minutes available at 
www.ct.gov/demhs - communications. 
 
Public Safety Interoperable Communications (PSIC) Grant Program:  

• MOUs for Investment Justifications are being received from the municipalities, approximately 80% 
have been returned enabling our access to PSIC funds in short order. 

• SCIP status reports were developed and submitted to DHS 
• Technical Assistance requests that were submitted to DHS Office of Emergency Communications for 

action have been approved and are being scheduled. 
• Emergency Telecommunications Manager Positions have been filled and the individuals are working 

hard on existing issue and future planning efforts. 
 
State Tactical On Scene Communications System (STOCS) Program: 

• MOAs for first and second rounds of distribution are being received; equipment and training are being provided 
upon receipt.. Over 70 organizations have been identified and are in process or have received equipment. 

• Training program has been developed – anyone wishing for a delivery should contact DEMHS Training Division 
to schedule. 
 

Other Items: 
• The Interoperable Emergency Communications Grant Program has been approved for $545,234. Grant will be 

used for governance, planning, training and exercise support (No equipment) and be distributed for use equally 
between the five regions and the state. 

• Tactical Interoperable Communication Plan (TICP) planning conducted by DHS personnel and staff for Region 3 
in October and after action meeting in November AAR will be completed next week for distribution. This was the 
first such exercise in the country which spanned multiple states and used the department of Corrections as a major 
player. 

• Michael Varney attended the first meeting of all state interoperability coordinators Dec 3-4. forty eight states and 
territories were in attendance. The meeting was sponsored by the National Governors Association and  DHS. It 
included excellent exchange between the states and from several federal agencies. 

• 700 MHz committee planning committee very active working with Region 19(New England) and New York to 
address channel allocation issues. 

 
Next Regular meeting is scheduled for December 16th at the Department of Public Safety. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



               CT URBAN SEARCH & RESCUE (CT-TF1) 
 
December 11, 2008 
 
From Sgt. Vito F. Savino 
 
Subj.: DEMHS Coordinating Council Meeting 
October Events:  

 November 7, & 8, 2008   - The Team trained in   Low Angle Rope rescue at Wadsworth Falls State Park 
in Middletown. 

 November 5, 2008 Managers meeting was held at 0900 hours here at Brainard. 
Starting in December a command staff meeting will precede the Team Manager’s meeting. 

 December training is scheduled for the 5th and the 6th where the team will finish Low angle rope rescue 
at Wadsworth State Park in Middletown. 

 Thanks to Director Hackett, Brenda Bergeron ESQ., and the MOU Committee, the MOU between 
DEMHS and Team members has been completed. This MOU is in place to accommodate members from 
the Municipal, private and self employed sectors who wish to join the team. 

 
FEMA Equivalent USAR Training:  

 November– Deep Trench Rescue at Local 478 in Meriden.  
 December– Rope Technician course. .. 
  January and February Training – Yearly OSHA in-service requirements and fit Testing of all 

members. 
Pub Education Events: 

 US&R requested to do a Medical related Power Point presentation at the State Trauma Conference in 
Waterbury on November 13, 2008. 

 Operating Engineers Local 478 will be holding a Forklift class for approximately 12 USAR members. 
 

Advisory Board: - Next meeting, Date and location to be determined. 
Equipment: 

 The trucks are loaded and ready to roll out the door. They are about 99% stocked. Local 478 Operating 
Engineers is approximately 50% complete with the building of a steel racks for our lumber truck. 

 We took delivery of six containers, used to store cots which are compatible with our US&R trucks if a 
need to deliver them arises. 

  PPE Stockpile is still being deliver and being stored at Brainard. 
 Team Physical through Concentra Medical Centers began on March 5, 2008. 59   team members have 

completed their physicals in the first round.    
 See Deployment Numbers Listed Below. 

To activate CT-TF1 to assist at your incident scene, call: 
DEMHS     860-566-3180 
860-708-0821– Pager 24/7 

 
CT Public Safety Message Center       1-800-842-0200 

 
Future Items: 

 The following budgeted positions on the Task Force are still vacant which is currently being worked on 
by Administration to make these part-time positions: DAS did tour the Brainard Facility to get a first 
hand look at where these positions will be utilized. 

5 – Part-time positions to assist in the daily operation at Brainard regarding the Task Force. 
MOU between DEMHS and DOT is being worked on for use of the pile at Bradley. 

 


