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DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY  
 

COORDINATING COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

April 14, 2005 
 

ATTENDEES:  Debra Arrieta, DEMHS; Bill Austin, CREPC; Timothy Baldwin, Southbury 
FD; Peter Boynton, USCG; Matt Bruns, CREPC; John Danaher, US Attorney’s Office; Judy 
Dowd, OPM; Mike Edgerton, USCG; Marian Evans, Bridgeport HD; Thomas Flaherty, POSTC; 
Libby Graham, OPM; Leonard Guercia, DPH; Betsy Hard, Bloomfield PD; Lenworth Jacobs, 
Htfd. Hospital; Kevin Keast, USCG; Melanie Kerr, OPM; Richard Kleindienst, Yale New Haven 
Health; Bob Labanara, CCM; Mike Maglione, Waterbury FD; John Mancini, CT USAR; John 
Mengacci, OPM; Bill Palomba, DPUC; William Podgorski, DPS; Susan Rainville, POSTC; 
Robert Ross, UCONN; Wayne Sandford, DEMHS; Jim Siemianowski, DMHAS; Michael Spera, 
Old Saybrook; Gary Stango, Hartford; Charles Urso, CONNDOT; Michael Varney, DOIT; 
Edward Wilds, DEP 
 

I. WELCOME 
A. Meeting Called to Order 

i. 9:10 a.m. 
B. Introduction of Attendees 

-  Deputy Commissioner Sandford had each person present introduce themselves to group.  
 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT 
A. None 

 
III. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

A. March 10, 2005 Meeting Minutes 
i. Minutes accepted. 

 
IV. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 

A. No communications were received. 
 

V. SUBCOMMITTEE (S) 
A. Public Safety Communications Interoperability Committee 

-  Telecommunications Issues Report and Progress in Attaining Interoperability 
-  Provided handout that outlines reports from the various groups and their current  
    accomplishments and outstanding issues that need to be addressed. 

-  Interoperability Working Group 
-  Distribution of Minutes from April 12 meeting.  Outlines reports from various  
    committees. 

B. Regional Boundaries Subcommittee 
-  Discussions from March Meeting 

-  Are working on regional boundary maps to discuss and present for approval at next  
   working group meeting. 

 -  Next Meeting: 
o April 29, 2005 at State Police Headquarters - Rm. 245 at 2 p.m. 

C. Citizen Corps Advisory Council  - Bill Austin , Chair 
-  Meeting Information 

- Trying to have groups understand funds are being distributed through 
regions. 

o Need to have regional maps once completed. 
- Allocation of funds set aside is $1.4 million. 

o Currently 18/20 citizen corps groups in Connecticut. 
 

Next meeting:  April 28, 2005 at 8 p.m. in West Hartford. 
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- Questions raised on FY03 Funding for Cert. Team 
o Understanding that not all money in FY03 has been spent. 

 Need to work with Romano Amleto to insure that there is 
a smooth transition. 

 FY04 – Regional planning developed 
 FY05 – Statewide planning may be developed for this 

funding.   
NOTE:  Need to have defined region concept developed 
for funding recommendation. 

• Distributed Funding Recommendation for FY05 
o Reference distribution item. 

Motion – To accept recommendation from subcommittee for 
FY05 costs with M&A and planning costs to be split between 
five regions. 

o One abstention 
o Rest in Favor 

 
D. Credentialing Committee – Mike Spera, Chair 

 
-  Due to the events for TOPOFF 3 committee has not officially formed.  Will be  
   developed over next month and should have report a next meeting.  

 
E. Training Committee - Jeff Morrissette, Chair 

 
-  Committee has not been fully developed.  The establishment of the group should    
    happen prior to next meeting. 
 

VI. UPDATES 
A. TOPOFF/CYBER Exercise – Rob Ross and Mike Varney 

- TOPOFF Overview 
-  Received feedback from everyone that they learned a lot from this experience. 
-  First week in May subject matter experts will perform reviews on the  

- Economic Impact 
- Environmental Impact 
- Health Impact 

-  After Action Report  
-  Will look at federal response and how impacted. 

-  Should be made available to public within 6 mth.   
-  Will be a 30 page executive summary on how CT performed. 

   -  Health/Hospital Report 
-  Could handle patient load.  However, at end of drill had over 20,000 “worried    
    well” show up at the hospitals. 

o Need to look at ways people would be triaged and keep people out 
of hospitals. 

 Possible setup through state similar to Red Cross setup. 
-  State was divided into North/south for hospitals.  (Yale/Hartford) 

     -  Four items tested 
 Patients with contaminants 
 System designed to overwhelm hospitals, but the bedding 

situation was taken care of. 
 Did not have to use other state hospital facilities 
 Used website to get information w/ a few clichés, but 

went quite satisfactorily. 
-  USAR Team 

-  Participation in event was the first time team was deployed.  Did not have    
   100% equipment or training needed to perform. 
 -  Requested assistance from NJ and MA 
 -  Worked for 36 hrs/ No injuries 
-  USAR Training Facility –  

-  Working to move to property at Bradley Airport to have permanent   
    site for USAR training facility near the Fire Academy. 



 Page 3 of 4

    -  Communication Problem 
     -  Unit does not have needed radio equipment. 

-  Plan to solve problem by agreement that 50 ITAC/ICALL  
    radios available at Hartford Troop H to be brought out in  
    field for USAR Team to be used. 
-  Will be going before bonding committee for  
     equipment/radio for every member of team. 

  -  CYBER Exercise 
   -  Conducted by DOIT 

o Other agencies involved in exercise: 
 Department of :Public Safety 
 Department of Transportation 
 University of Connecticut 
 Connecticut Education Network 
 Town of Meriden 
 Federal Agencies:  FBI/HLS/US Cert 
 Dartmouth College 

- Full scale exercise held on March 22 and March 23. 
o Created a mirror network of computers with cells and each group 

had to react.  *Main objectives:  Process/Communication/Reaction  
 

B. GRANT PROGRAMS 
-  Updates 

-  FY04 Grant Award  
-  Received.  

- Decisions due April 18 on allocation of funding through state or    
  organization. 

-  BZPP Grant (Buffer Zone Protection Grant) 
- Moving forward.  Detective Dency assisting communities to do assessments 

on critical infrastructure.  Process needs to be completed within 12 months. 
 

- FY05 Transit Security Program  
- $37 million shoreline rail system. 

o Working group to be established. 
 Mike Donnaramma from DOT contacted 

• Conference call with DHS on Friday to discuss 
funding. 

-  Regional Planning Meeting 
 Discussion on grant application to move money. 

Question:  Is list of 17 sites available to be shared? 
o US Coast Guard would like to be involved with security funding.  

Want to help work on port security issues. 
 Anything that affects Coast Guard port security should 

incorporate with subject matter expertise. 
• Communities that receive money should contact 

Coast Guard to discuss needs. 
-  ODP Bulletin 158 

 Refers to 05 funding with regions that are new. 
o Every state that has UASI community needs to develop plan to 

ODP for submittal for approval by Sept. 30, 2005. 
 State has to prepare plan and select metropolitan area to 

test.  Action plan has to be developed to put forth 
exercise.  Easy to use New Haven and get done quickly.  
However, would be better off doing another area. 

• Decision needs to be made as to what metro area 
will be done. 

NOTE:  We are one of the top states to become a model for the country  
                regarding this plan. 
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C. NIMS  
- No meeting held 
 

VII. OTHER NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Update on DEMHS  
           -  DEMHS Move 

-  Movers delivering boxes, etc. evening of April 27, 2005. 
-  First day at new location:  Thursday, April 28, 2005. 

-  Have new computers for new and existing staff. 
-  Held staff meeting to provide ID badges to employees. 
-  DEMHS staff asked to participate in UCONN study being conducted on the    
   building.  Creating a baseline on employee’s health and employees will be  
   tested every two months. 
-  Received support from Commissioner Boyle with move to help with funding  
   under a deficit spending bill. 

B. ODP Training  
- Weapons of Mass Destruction – Executive Level Training 

 Handout on training sessions that are being conducted at no cost to 
agencies. 

C. Red Cross 
- Asking for monies and looking for funding. 

 They have been asked to put together a request for funding.  Will bring 
forward to subcommittees to put forth to meet goals and objective.   

• Group first requested monies through Governor’s Office and 
was referred to DEMHS to apply for funding request. 

 
VIII. MEETING ADJOURNMENT 

A.  Meeting Adjourned at 10:47 a.m. 
 

IX. NEXT MEETING:   
A. Thursday, June 9, 2005 
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