
  

DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY 
COORDINATING COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, 300 Corporate Place, Rocky Hill, CT 
May 12, 2011 

 

ATTENDEES:  Bill Austin, CREPC; Brenda Bergeron, DEMHS; Peter Boynton, DEMHS; Sandra Brown, Hart. 
Hosp.; Mario Bruno, ARC; John Carragher, CTNG; Harold Decker, DOT; Scott Devico, DEMHS; Mary Duley, 
DPH; Doug Glowacki, DEMHS; Len Guercia, DPH; John Gustafson, DEMHS; Tessa Gutowski, DEP; William 
Hackett, DEMHS; Al Hoffman, USCG; Jim Kenny, Vernon; Melanie Kerr, Judicial; Maryann Lexius, Manchester; 
Virginia Mason, COGCNV; Katherine McCormack, MMRC; Jeff Morrissette, CFPC; Jim O’Leary, COST; Bill 
Palomba, DPUC; Mark Panaccione, DPS; Doug Pesce, DHS; Roy Piper, DEMHS; Dave Rodriguez, DHS/TSA; 
Jay Salvatore, ARC; Eugene Schwartz, YNHHS; John Shealy, VA; Gary Stango, New Haven; Lee Toffey, 
DEMHS; Brian Toolan, US&R; James Trainor, Meriden; Joseph Vojvodich, USCG and Dan Warzoha, Greenwich. 
Visiting was Patricia Pettis.  
 
 

I. WELCOME AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
A.  Meeting called to order by Commissioner Boynton at 0905 hours followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 

II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
A. None.     

 

III. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
A motion was made to accept the minutes of the April 14, 2011 meeting by Gary Stango; seconded by Jeff 
Morrissette; unanimously approved.  
 

IV. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED/SENT 
A. Introduction of Capt. Patricia Pettis, HHS/ASPR.  

 

V. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Interoperability Committee – reported on by Bill Hackett. Meeting was held on April 19th. Highlights 

include: 1) Standards for EMS mobile radios, 2) June delivery expected for Regional Communications 
Vehicles, 3) Narrow-banding information sent out statewide and 4) Phase 2 radio/camera upgrade on New 
Canaan/Danbury/Waterbury lines continues.        

B. Citizen Corps Advisory Council – Bill Austin advised 3700 plus are now trained. The CERT weekend 
originally scheduled for Fall has been moved to the Spring. The next meeting will be May 19, 2011.     

C. Credentialing Committee – No report in the absence of Don Moore.  
D. Training/NIMS Committee – Jeff Morrissette reported that the NIMS 5-year training plan has been 

reviewed and comments will go to FEMA. Jeff requested that Commissioner Boynton attend the next 
meeting to help refine direction for the group going forward.  Commissioner Boynton advised that Chief 
Thomas Flaherty has agreed to be co-chair with Jeff Morrissette filling that vacancy within the group.        

E. Incident Management Team – Gary Stango reported that no meeting was last month but a meeting is 
scheduled to be held in May.  

F. Child Safety & Crisis Response: Bill Hackett reported that the committee met on April 27 and continued 
discussion on many items. The May 3rd CCM/DHS/DEMHS Emergency Management Symposium had a 
section on Children and Disasters. There was a forum on Family Safety at the LOB on May 10th with the 
Commission on Children. Also Senate Bill 293 – to enhance emergency planning for children – has great 
support from the public sector.      

G. Regional Collaboration Committee – Doug Glowacki reported that the FY2009 budgets are being accessed 
and some FY 2010 monies are being used. Generator grant update – Phase 1 equals $1.5 million and Phase 
2 equals $1.1 million. See attached map.         



  

• Mass Care Working Group – Mario Bruno advised that the group will meet on May 16th to work on 
the Concept of Operations. Also, they will hear from the different regional ESF’s on their focus.    

H. Medical Reserve Corps Advisory Committee – Mary Duley advised that staff will be going to Texas. 
Group is awaiting input. There will be a meeting this month to discuss the outcome and the upcoming 
NACCHO - National Association of City and County Health Officials meeting, which will be held in CT 
this year. In the process of working on two grants in DPH which will help fund the MRC.   

I. Transportation Security Committee – Dave Rodriguez advised that the group met on May 5th and had an 
intelligence briefing transportation concerns to include internal threats. The group agreed to hold 18 
VIPR’s in the week following Osama Bin Laden’s death.        

J. Public Health Advisory Committee – reported on by Maryann Lexius. See report attached.  
K. Public/Private Sector Committee – Sandra Brown advised that no formal meeting was held but action items 

continue to be worked on, such as the disaster contact information project. Next meeting will be held in 
July.              

 
Motion to accept committee reports was made by Bill Austin, seconded by Jim Kenny, unanimously approved. 

 

VI. UPDATES   
A. Grant Program/Statewide Strategy – Doug Glowacki reported the following: 

1. DR1958 packages will go out this week. So far $1 million in Public Assistance (PA) has gone out to 
cities and non-profits so far and the number is increasing. 

2. The Hazard Mitigation letters will also go out this week. Projects eligible include snow response, 
building code upgrades, and roof strengthening projects. Letters of intent are due June 15th. 

3. $1.7 million in aid for last year’s flooding has gone out under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.   
B. CTIC – Reported on by Peter Boynton. 

1. Since the death of Osama Bin Laden (OBL) things have been very active, especially assessing what his 
death might mean in terms of potential terrorist activity.  There currently is no known or credible threat 
to the State. Homegrown violent extremists pose the unique threat of acting alone with little advance 
warning.  
a. CTIC continues to work with local authorities releasing bulletins and increasing awareness and 

reporting. 
b. The “See Something…Say Something” campaign continues with ads on radio, tv, and billboards.  
c. There was a class on May 10th at POST which focused on Homegrown Violent Extremists. 
d. SAR’s (Suspicious Activity Reports) are being shared with neighboring states. 
e. A security posture conference call was held last week with all partners to report on security 

enhancements since the death of OBL. 
C. Urban Search & Rescue – Reported on by Brian Toolan.  

1. See attached report. 
D. Legislation – Reported on by Scott Devico.  

1. The Biennial Budget has passed.  See below under New Business. 
E. Hurricane (Snow) Preparation – Reported on by Bill Hackett.  

1. DR1904 - $18.4 million in funding released in grants and loans. 
2. March 7th flooding event did not meet the threshold but DEMHS requested a damage assessment. No 

Federal Assistance will be available. 
3. February 18th Southbury fire was approved for the Economic Injury Loss Program so those businesses 

will be getting some help. 
4. Hurricane Preparedness – see handout attached. 
5. Work continues on Version 2 of the State Response Framework. 
6. Upcoming Hurricane Command exercise information will be available soon.  

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
A. None 

 



  

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Commissioner Boynton advised that a new agency named the Department of Emergency Services and 
Public Protection will be created to include DEMHS, DPS, Fire Academy and POST. We expect to see 
implementation bills soon on how this new agency will be constructed. It is expected that DEMHS may 
move fairly intact under the new agency. Discussion of the details is occurring.  Bill Austin asked what 
would happen to the Coordinating Council. Commissioner advised that it has been discussed but no 
determination has been made yet. A great deal of discussion has ensued regarding the grants and DEMHS 
has been assured by FEMA that a change of the SAA can be done by letter with little to no interruption of 
the funding timeline. Discussion will continue on who will be the SAA and how the grants will be handled.  
 

IX. ROUNDTABLE 
A. Captain Joseph Vojvodich – 1) An underwater preparedness workshop has taken place and there is now a 

better understanding of the dive capabilities of towns to include those on Long Island. 2) Connops meetings 
are taking place once a month with all three ports, along with strategic looks at activities occurring in the 
ports for decision making purposes. 3) Last week a report came in of people on the water in Long Island 
Sound with tents. It turned out to be wind surfers, which seems to becoming more common in this area. 
Unfortunately it cost in the area of $200,000 to address the search and resolve this particular instance. 4) 
On Saturday (May 14th) the New Haven Sector will have an open house with its partners from 10am-2pm if 
any would like to visit.  

B. Mario Bruno – 1) ARC deployed 40 persons out of state for various disasters and the Emergency 
Communications Vehicle has responded to help re-establish communications in tornado damaged areas.  2) 
A full scale exercise will take place June 2-4, 2011.  

C. Katherine McCormack – 1) the Public Safety Academy was proud to present the colors at the start of the 
CCM/DPS/DEMHS Emergency Preparedness Symposium. Also they will be featured as part of the Cool 
Schools in Enfield. 2) Commissioner Jewel Mullen of DPH will be the speaker at the June 15th Yale Club 
of Hartford meeting. 

D. Gary Stango – He feels that DEMHS should stay intact going forward to the new agency. 
E. Mary Duley – A regional Mass Fatality Exercise will be held June 7-10, 2011 in New Jersey and will 

include medical examiners from NY/NJ/CT.  
F. Dan Warzoha – 1) Region 1 team of EMD’s travelled to the National Hurricane conference in Atlanta and 

found it to be very beneficial. 2) The region is aggressively working with ARC on mass Sheltering. 
 

X. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
A. 2011 New CERT Train the Trainer (2 day course) – May 9 & 16, 2011 – Brainard 
B. Incident Command System (ICS) Curricula, Train-the-Trainer  – May 23-26, 2011, New Haven 
C. ARCEX 2011, Statewide Full Scale Exercise, ARC and partners – June 1-4, 2011 
D. Homeland Security Exercise Evaluation Program (HSEEP) – June 8, 15, & 22, 2011,  Woodbridge  
E. Citizen Corps Conference – September 6-7, 2011, Water’s Edge, Westbrook 
 

XI. MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made to adjourn by James Trainor; seconded by Harold Decker; Unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 
1038 hours.  
 

XII. NEXT MEETING – Thursday, June 9, 2011 – Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, Rocky Hill, CT  
 

Scroll down for attachments



  

REPORT to the DEMHS COORDINATING COUNCIL 
May 12, 2011 Meeting 

 
PUBLIC HEALTH  PREPAREDNESS 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Update: 
 
1) The Quarterly meeting of the PHP Advisory Committee was held on April 21, 2011 at the Yale Center for 
Public Health Preparedness in New Haven.   
 
2) Guest speaker was newly appointed Commissioner of Health, Dr. Jewel Mullen.   
Topic: Quality Improvement, Directions for Public Health. 
She spoke of some immediate first hand education in Connecticut preparedness in dealing with flooding issues 
that struck the western portion of the State in March.  Further, she encouraged open communication with her 
office with issues and matters of concern.    Of note: the Commissioner is a member of the PHP Advisory 
Committee and hopes to attend future meetings as her schedule allows. 
 
Committee FOCUS: 
3) Target Capabilities Assessment/Strategic Planning Process-summary 

• DPH staff are preparing the application for the next 5-year funding cycle, that is due to Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) June 17, 2011. 

• DPH Staff provided an overview of CDC’s list of 15 Target Capabilities (TC’s) – focus for the next funding 
cycle. 

• The 15 TC’s encompass much of what state and local health departments have accomplished over the past 
10 years, with additional focus on CRI technical assistance reviews, Project Public Health Ready and CDC 
performance measures; that will ultimately lead to the goal of accreditation of Connecticut public health.  

• The new Public Health Emergency Preparedness (PHEP) 5-year funding cycle of the CDC cooperative 
agreement requires public health departments to demonstrate their ability to meet standards under each of 
the TC’s, and report how funds are used to address gaps in order to meet the capabilities. 

• The strategic planning model to achieve the TC’s includes current capabilities assessments, determining 
short and long-term goals, and a plan to meet those goals.    

• Work on establishing a priorities list began with a voting process among attendees at the meeting to assist 
DPH staff in identifying the top six (6) TC’s that should receive the highest priority in planning and 
development. 

• Feedback and group discussion was also helpful detailing concerns within the identified priority list of the 
TC’s. 

• All 15 TC’s must be addressed in the upcoming 5-year funding cycle.  
 
4) Future vision for the PHP Advisory Committee includes providing a forum for open discussion between DPH 
and the five (5) DEMHS regions public health partners to address the State’s ability to meet the required 
standards identified under the Target Capabilities. 
 
5) Next meeting is July 21, 2011. 

 



  

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY 
CONNECTICUT URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE 

CT-TF1 
 

Current Operational Status of CT-TF1 - DEPLOYABLE 
May 12, 2011 
From: Brian J. Toolan, US&R Coordinator 
Subject: DEMHS Coordinating Council Meeting 
News: 

 On 10 MAY 2011 the CT Urban Search and Rescue Advance Team and Recon Team were deployed through the 
Commissioner’s Office to the Town of Monroe, at the request of the Monroe Police Department to assist their 
efforts in searching for a missing person believed to be a threat to herself or others. The Task Force deployed 32 
members to work together with the local Police Department. Task Force members along with Officers from the 
Monroe Police Department searched approximately 12 square miles from 1100hrs to 2000hrs with no positive 
results. Task Force members stayed with in an area of interest as established by the Verizon Wireless Company 
based on her cell phone activity. 
On 11 MAY 2011 a Task Force K9 handler was again teamed up with Monroe Police Officers to search more areas as 
established in an early morning meeting. CSP K9 handlers were also out in various areas also searching for the 
woman. 
The Search ended at 1830hrs. 

 The Task Force is anticipating to begin Swift water rescue technician level training in June 2011 and anticipates 
completing the training in September 2011 in an effort to strengthen our response capabilities in the event of a 
serious hurricane or major flooding. 

Training: 
 June Training – at NEDTC 
Rescue ‐ Lifting and moving  
K9 Search – Live find training 
Tech Search – Core Drilling and DelSar listening device training 
Planning – Confined Space Awareness – online training 
Logistics and Medical ‐ Support 

Presentations: 
 May 24, 2011 Enfield Emergency Management Workshop – Town of Enfield  

Future Items: 
 Continue progress on the Swift water /Flood Water rescue capabilities. 
 Development of an equipment replacement and upgrade plan for Task Force equipment that is approaching ten 
years of use. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

To Request the Activation of CT Urban Search and Rescue call: 
 

CT Public Safety Message Center 
1-800-842-0200 

Or 
DEMHS at 860-566-3180 

24/7 Duty Officer Pager at 860-708-0821 


