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DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

 
COORDINATING COUNCIL 

MEETING MINUTES 
Meeting held at Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, Rocky Hill 

January 11, 2007 
 

ATTENDEES: Cheryl Assis, CRCOG; Bill Austin, CREPC; Brenda Bergeron, DEMHS; Sandra 
Brown, Hartford Hosp.; Carmine Centrella, CRCOG; Kristin Dean, CRCOG; Scott Devico, 
DEMHS; Robert DiPietro, USAR; Douglas Dortenzio, Wallingford; MaryRose Duberek, 
DEMHS; Mary Duley, DPH; Marian Evans, BHD; Tom Gavaghan, DEMHS; Libby Graham, 
DEMHS; Len Guercia, DPH; Ed Henion, DPS; William Higgins, CFPC; Albert Hoffman, 
USCG; Don Janelle, Manchester; Bob Kenny, DPH; Melanie Kerr, DEMHS; Timothy Kradas, 
DPS; Bob Labanara, CCM; Michael Maglione, Waterbury FD; Gen. Thad Martin, CTNG; 
Katherine McCormack, Hartford; Bob McKenna, USCG; Jim Mona, DOT; Jim O’Leary, COST; 
Bill Palomba, DPUC; Doug Pesce, DHS; George Pohorilak, OSET; Joseph Portereiko, Hartford 
Hosp.; Susan Rainville, POSTC; M. Samsel, Bloomfield; Wayne Sandford, DEMHS; John 
Shaw, MMRS; Mike Spera, Old Saybrook; Gary Stango, Hartford; Dan Stebbins, USAO; Scott 
Szalkiewicz, DPH; James Thomas, DEMHS; Lee Toffey, DEMHS; Dan Warzoha, Greenwich; 
Edward Wilds, DEP and John Woods, Suffield EMD.  
 

I. WELCOME AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
A. Meeting called to order by Commissioner Thomas at 0905 hours, and Pledge of 

Allegiance.   
 
II.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None 
 

III. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
A. Motion made to accept the minutes of the December meeting by Mike Maglione; 

second by Jim O’Leary; approved unanimously, one abstention by Michael Spera.  
 

IV. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 
  None  
 

V.    SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Interoperability Committee – presented by Commissioner Thomas in Michael 

Varney’s absence.  
• The Region 1 Tactical Interoperability Communications Plan (TIC-Plan) was 

exercised on December 6th in Norwalk. The After Action Conference was held the 
December 21st and a Area Improvement Plan has been drafted to enhance the 
regions TICP. 

• Connecticut Region 1 received its Interoperability Scorecard from DHS along with 
74 other metropolitan and urban areas of the country. The score attached scores the 
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region in three categories: Governance, Usage and SOPs all of which Connecticut 
did well. 

• The event was a limited full-scale exercise simulating an improvised explosive 
device placed on a Metro North passenger train. Area towns and organizations 
worked very hard to make this a successful exercise. The full-scale TICP exercise 
in Norwalk will be held April 28th 2007, the initial date was postponed due to 
weather. 

• The Communications Unit Leader program that was written and delivered to 
identified individuals in Region 1 is being reviewed by subject matter experts from 
around Connecticut after which it will be submitted to DHS for their possible use 
as a NIMS program.  

• STOCS Low power cross-band / multi-band devices bid has been reviewed and it is 
anticipated that field-testing of the successful bidder will be conducted by the end 
of February. 

• DEMHS VHF regional emergency management communications system was 
reviewed and a plan for statewide use and guidance was developed and distributed. 
A current review of DEMHS communication systems is underway. 

• A Transit Grant working with NY and NJ to enhance communications on the rail 
systems is in its final stages of completion. Connecticut’s priority with the grant is 
to create a mechanism for all emergency responders to communicate with the rail 
system from Greenwich to New Haven. 

• The I-CALL / I-TAC updated training programs have started to be delivered 
around the State, 10 programs have been scheduled and are available on the CT 
Fire Academy training calendar. Battery replacement for the issued portables has 
been coordinated with the Department of Public Safety and will be available at 
these training sessions. 

• The next regular scheduled meeting of the Statewide Radio Interoperability 
Committee is Tuesday, January 16, 2007. 
 

The Managed Emergency Telephone Notification System (METNS) RFP has been 
awarded. The current status: The contract award is in the final negotiations. Once 
completed award will be made public.  

B. Citizen Corps Advisory Council – presented by Bill Austin. Advised the group 
that the Dec 14th meeting was attended by 35-40 people and they were able to 
establish three grants as follows:  

A– Teams 
B – Supplemental 
C – Support Administration  

There will be a major exercise held in May on Sheltering, using all volunteer 
teams. Approximately 400-500 people will be participating and will actually 
shelter at the Elmwood Community Center for two days.  

C. Credentialing Committee – Mike Spera advised that the next meeting will be held 
on February 6, 2007 at 1pm at the Old Saybrook Town Hall. They will be 
working with DOIT and OSET to build a platform and explore the system used by 
the Capitol Region.  

D. Training/NIMS Committee – DC Wayne Sandford reported in the absence of Jeff 
Morrissette.  Approximately 6500 persons were NIMS trained in 2006. There is a 
new checklist for the 2007 requirements that will be distributed soon to all 
municipalities. The IS 300 and 400 courses are being offered at multiple 
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locations. Any region wishing to host a training session can contact the Fire 
Academy. There will be a conference call at 3pm today with FEMA Region 1, to 
promote NIMS in the Region. Salisbury, Chester and Essex are all self-certified 
and have received certificates from DEMHS. POSTC, State Police and the Fire 
Academy’s are all providing NIMS training to new recruits as a matter of course.  

E. Incident Management Teams – Gary Stango advised that Tim Baldwin was 
absent. DC Wayne Sandford reported that the group has selected the training to be 
used and is waiting for dates from FEMA. The group needs level 300 and 400 
training to advance to higher level training. 

F. Child Safety & Crisis Response: Deputy Commissioner Sandford reported that a 
new sub-committee was formed to provide ways to give educational opportunities 
to day care and in-home day care centers. A list of all licensed day care centers 
will be given to the Emergency Management Directors so they can make contact 
with the facilities in their towns. We are looking into possibly holding seminars 
once a year in Child Safety and targeting the school systems. Advised that he will 
be speaking at the CT School Business Associations meeting tomorrow to get 
them on-board with emergency planning for schools. On Jan. 23, the Secret 
Service Seminar on School Safety will be at the Theater of the Arts in Hartford; 
and on Jan. 26 there will be a Pandemic Flu tabletop for the Capitol Region in 
which the schools were invited.  The Child Safety Committee plans to request a 
portion of the FY07 HLS grant be set aside for the purchase of the REDI software 
program for use by all schools in the State.  

G. Mutual Aid Legislative Subcommittee – Chief Mike Maglione advised that the 
legislation has been approved by OPM and will be presented to the legislature’s 
Public Safety Committee by DEMHS. 

H. Regional Collaboration Committee – Libby Graham advised that the next meeting 
will be Jan. 18th from 1-3 pm at Sigourney Street in Conf. Room A. At that time 
more specific information on how to implement this plan will be presented.  

 
Motion to accept committee reports by mike Spera, second by Ed Wilds, unanimous 
approval. 
 
 

VI. UPDATES 
A. Grant Program – presented by Libby Graham: 

 
FFY2003 
Continuing to spend remaining dollars. 
 
FFY2004 
$41 million spent/obligated (96.5%) 
 
FFY2005 
$20 million spent/obligated (84%) 
 
FFY2006 
Nominal activity. 
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2006 Transit Grant 
Application to be submitted today for CCTV and enhanced interoperable 
communications abilities along the rail corridor from Greenwich to New Haven. .  
 
Port/Transit Security, 2007 – Guidance was released in the last 10 days and we 
are digesting the information. Expect to continue working with the USCG and 
NYC. The Transit Grant has been increased this year by $8.5 million but has 
combined the rail and bus allocations. 
 
FFY2007 
The Stakeholder Working Group has been convened and bi-weekly meeting have 
been scheduled. Next meeting is Jan. 17 to set an action plan to complete the 
grant application process. This should be an extension of last years plan and 
should not be as involved. Application date is April 4, 2007.  
 
Training will be held on Jan. 25 to focus on Grant Construction and Jan. 26 to 
focus on Program Materials.  
 

B. CTIC – Commissioner Thomas reported that Hartford Officer, Sgt.  Andy Weaver 
has replaced Eric Kovanda. The military dept. has approached the CTIC about 
joining. Crimes are being solved using this info sharing device. 

C. Urban Search & Rescue – Bob DiPietro reported that they have finished heavy 
vehicle training. They will next bring the manager’s to the 300 level training in 
March and then hope to advance to 400 training. Two members will be attending 
the SUSAR conference in February. They are very active and will collaborate 
with training. Attempting to bring Structural Collapse training to CT. Twenty-five 
members need to be trained to the next level and doing the training in-state is 
more cost effective. The Strategic Plan is to get all manager’s to the FEMA level 
of training. The radios are in and have been programmed with the three 
frequencies and the STOC’s frequencies. There is also room for the DMAT, and 
CMED channels. The frequency list will be forwarded to the Interoperable 
Communications Committee. USAR team is looking to use the stipend funding 
for two additional members for 2 logistics specialists.  

D. Other – Commissioner Thomas advised that a proposal will be coming from DPH 
to upgrade the CMED system and will be forwarded to the Interoperable 
Communications Committee.  

 
 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Mike Spera asked if the budget has been approved as of yet. Commissioner 

Thomas, indicated OPM has not announced the budgets as of yet. All paperwork 
has been submitted and we should hear after February 7, 2007.  
 
 
 



 5

VIII. NEW BUSINESS 
A.  Bob McKenna advised that persons from Washington DC are to visit CT and brief 
the Area maritime Security committee on the 2007 grant program. Tier 1 ports will 
receive their allocation with the remaining grant monies being divided among the rest 
of the States. 
B.  Reminder to hold the date for the CCM/DEMHS conference on May 1st. Fliers 
have been printed and distributed to all present.  
C.  Emergency Management Training will be held on June 6, 2007, for all of the local 
Emergency management Directors (EMD’s). More information will be forth coming 
on this training opportunity. 
 

IX.    MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn by Mike Spera; second by Gary Stango; Unanimous. Meeting 
adjourned at 0945 hours by Commissioner Thomas.  

 
XI.    NEXT MEETING – February 8, 2007 at 9am, at the Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, 

Rocky Hill.  
  

   


