
  

DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY 
COORDINATING COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, 300 Corporate Park, Rocky Hill, CT 

November 12, 2009 
 

ATTENDEES: Cheryl Assis, CRCOG; Bill Austin, West Hartford; Tim Baldwin, Southbury; Peter Boynton, 
DEMHS; Sandra Brown, Hart. Hosp.; Mario Bruno, ARC; Kevin Burke, USCG; Harold Decker, DOT; Doug 
Dortenzio, Wallingford; Mary Duley, DPH; Justin Fanjoy, DEMHS Intern; Kerry Flaherty, FVHD; Tom 
Gavaghan, DEMHS; Jubenal Gonzalez, CREPC; Libby Graham, DEMHS; Len Guercia, DPH; John Gustafson, 
DEMHS; Betsy Hard, DEMHS; Gordon Harris, DEMHS; Al Hoffman, USCG; Don Janelle, Manchester; Robert 
Kenny, DEMHS; Melanie Kerr, DEMHS; Bob Labanara, CCM; Maryann Lexius, Manchester; Mike Maglione, 
Waterbury; Gene Mascolo, CTNG; Virginia Mason, COGCNV; Katherine McCormack, Hartford; Jim Mona, 
CREPC; Don Moore, Bloomfield; Jeff Morrissette, CFPC; Bill Palomba, DPUC; Roy Piper, DEMHS; William 
Podgorski, DPS; Dave Rodriquez, TSA; Gary Ruggiero, DEMHS; Eugene Schwartz, YNHHS; Gary Stango, 
Hartford; Dan Stebbins, USAO; Lee Toffey, DEMHS; Brian Toolan, US&R; Michael Varney, DOIT; Stephen 
Verbil, DPS; Rob Ware, CTNG; Daniel Warzoha, Greenwich; and Ed Wilds, DEP. 
 
I. WELCOME AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

A.  Meeting called to order by Commissioner Boynton at 0905 hours followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. Dan Warzoha of Greenwich presented Commissioner Boynton with cookies which were passed around the 
table.  

B. Commissioner Boynton welcomed Deputy Commissioner Betsy Hard in her new position at DEMHS.    
 
III. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

A motion was made to accept the minutes of the October 8, 2009 meeting by Mario Bruno; seconded by Bill 
Austin; approved unanimously. 
 

IV. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 
A. 2009 IAEM Award (International Association of Emergency Managers), Paul Healy of Sacred Heart 

University advised that they received 1st place in the Technology & Innovation Award, Division 2 category 
for their program materials. 

 
V. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Interoperability Committee – Michael Varney reported that projects are moving forward. To note, the last 
workshop was held in Region 2 and the final TICP plan should be completed by early 2010. The five 
reports will be combined to form the State Plan.   

B. Citizen Corps Advisory Council – Bill Austin advised that the last meeting was held on October 22nd. To 
date 2870 persons have been CERT trained of which 2601 are on recognized teams with 269 unaffiliated. 
There 155 persons currently in training so we will be over the 3000 mark by year end. Grant money 
allocations will be provided with $12,000 going for backpacks and $12,000 for printed materials.   

C. Credentialing Committee – Don Moore reported the Salamander program has been refined to be more 
applicable to Connecticut’s needs. The next committee meeting will focus on credentialing for the public. 
Bill Austin advised that the K Team in West Hartford is using Salamander and if pictures and info are 
provided on a CD they can create the cards.     

D. Training/NIMS Committee – Jeff Morrissette advised that there are no current agenda items or issues at 
this time so no meetings have taken place. He requested that the group forward any issues they have to the 



  

committee. The sub-committee will collaborate with DEMHS training unit with regards to upcoming 
training.   

E. Incident Management Team – Tim Baldwin reports that the manual continues to be reviewed. The 
comments received have been incorporated into the document. Region 3 and the new London teams 
continue to train with the other three Regions progressing at a slightly slower pace. Don Moore reported 
that a request had come in from the Federal level to deploy to California. The team did not deploy but has 
been put on a rotation to respond.  See attached. 

F. Child Safety & Crisis Response: Commissioner Boynton advised that there was no report in Bill Hackett’s 
absence.  

G. Regional Collaboration Committee – Libby Graham advised that the committee met on Monday. Bylaws 
were discussed and approved as amended. The Red Cross did a presentation on Mass Care, Statewide 
Sheltering, and Sheltering with Pets. The committee is recommending 1) the formal establishment of a 
Mass Care Working Group whose mission would be to build a work plan to tackle high priority issues, 2) 
Army Corps of Engineers’ SLOSH map data was updated in 2008, however populations figures are out of 
date. Request to ACE for fresh population data and a re-doing of the behavioral study last done in 1994.      

H. Medical Reserve Corps – Mary Duley reported that a regional meeting for all New England, New York and 
New Jersey will be held next week. The MRC has been busy throughout the State with H1N1 and 
activations for vaccination clinics. An updating in their process is underway. Additional funding from the 
CDC will be used to build more Regional capacity for the larger regions like Region 4. Katherine 
McCormack advised that the Regional Conference will be hosted by Connecticut this year with a Town 
Meeting style kick off next Wednesday evening. Dr Carter and a representative from the CDC will speak, 
Russ Webster of FEMA will be the keynote speaker on Thursday and the American Red Cross will be 
doing two sessions, with CERT training and MRC training also being offered sessions.  

I. Transportation Security Committee – Commissioner Boynton advised that the committee will continue to 
follow the previous co-chair format with one Federal and One State partner as co-chairs. Deputy 
Commissioner Al Martin of DOT will designate a co-chair from their agency and Captain Dan Ronan, 
USCG, has agreed to be the other co-chair for his duration as Captain of the Port (tentative ending Spring 
2010) at which time David Bassett of TSA will take over the position.     

J. Public Health Advisory Committee – Len Guercia reported that the Legal team at DPH was looking at 
Standards of Care for Prolonged care of Patients and also looking at Diversion Protocols for hospitals with 
the increased volumes in emergency rooms due to influenza like illnesses. See attached report.         

K. Private Sector Committee – Mario Bruno reported that the group held its first official meeting since 
restructuring. They worked on the bylaws, the expectations of the committee, and how to integrate private 
sector and government for preparedness and response. The group is looking to be educated on the plans 
already in existence, looking at lessons learned from past disasters, and finding scenarios used for disaster 
exercises.        

 
Motion to accept committee reports was made by Tim Baldwin, seconded by Ed Wilds, unanimously approved. 

 
VI. UPDATES 

A. Grant Program – Reported on by Libby Graham. 1) An email was sent on November 4th with the draft 
Statewide Strategy. Comments are due by November 19th. The working group has reviewed the draft and 
the document will be edited and re-released for review with a vote to endorse slated for December. 2) Port 
Security Grant – FY08 grant is $4 million. The Port Community has been notified and includes non 
traditional partners. 3) The release of the Federal Grant Guidance is expected around December 4th. Libby 
thanked the working group for developing the strategy and advised that they will have a quick meeting to 
access the priorities. Information on the grant can be found on Homeport website, please read the executive 
summary.   

B. CTIC – Commissioner Boynton reported that a CTIC workgroup is being formed to look at how to sharpen 
the focus of what CTIC does and bring it to the next level. A site survey was completed at Sigourney Street 



  

to provide the security necessary to allow a satellite CTIC location there. Waiting on receipt of written 
report and Federal Physical Security Standards.        

C. Urban Search & Rescue – Brian Toolan reported that reorganization continues. Also one trailer has been 
cleaned out to be used as a medical response trailer if needed. The Public Relations campaign continues 
and a visit is scheduled for December 3rd at Enfield Fire department. The group is looking to the shoreline 
communities to participate in marking training to decrease duplication of efforts during an emergency. All 
equipment is in a readiness state. The team anticipates three surgeons to be coming aboard soon.   

D. Legislation – Commissioner Boynton reminded all sub-committee chairs to forward their reports to Scott 
Devico at scott.devico@ct.gov asap if they have not done so.  Also, two legislative forums will take place 
at the LOB on November 18th – H1N1 and 911 texting.  

E. H1N1 Update: Len Guercia reported that through Tuesday, 428,000 vaccines have been delivered. There 
have been 6 deaths, 440 confirmed cases of H1N1, and zero cases of seasonal flu for those tested. The call 
center has received 7,191 calls and 1.1 million N95 masks which came from the Strategic national 
Stockpile have been distributed to hospitals and health centers. On November 17th distribution to 
municipalities will take place. Emergency Room visits for influenza type illness are increasing from under 
6% to around 16.5% now and over 40% in some areas. Hospitals, private providers, and emergency rooms 
are providing the bilk of the response. The belief is that we are three weeks from peak and can expect 
another wave in January/February.   

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
A. None 

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. 2010 Coordinating Council Meeting Schedule – Motion to accept made by Gary Stango, seconded by Ed 
Wilds, and unanimously accepted.  See attached. 

B. DEMHS Training and Exercise Three Year Plan – Melanie Kerr reported that the Regional Trainers are 
leading workshops and the three year plans will be HSEEP compliant. They are soliciting comments and 
feedback and will compile the information gathered which will cover two-eighteen month periods. This 
will be a fluid document.  

C. Statewide Fire Rescue Disaster Response Plan is still under review per Commissioner Boynton.  
D. Al Hoffman reported that FEMA and Health & Urban Development are compiling information for the 

National Disaster Recovery framework, draft of which is due to President Obama on April 1, 2010. 
Requests for input will be coming soon. 

E. Commissioner Boynton advised that the Governor will sponsor a meeting for CT Police Chiefs to provide 
an out brief on the latest Federal releases on Terrorism.   

 
IX. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

A. Debris Management Workshop, DOT, Newington - November 13, 2009 
B. Regional Training & Exercise Planning Workshop, Region 1 Office – November 17, 2009 
C. Regional Training & Exercise Planning Workshop – Region 4 Office – November 18, 2009 
D. Public Safety WMD Response-Sampling Techniques & Guidelines, Brainard – Nov 17-19, 2009 
E. NESEC Conference, Providence, RI – November 18-19, 2009 
F. WebEOC Monthly Training, Hartford Armory – November 23, 2009 
G. Threat and Risk Assessment: Local Jurisdiction Training, Southbury – December 1-3, 2009 
H. Reg. Catastrophic Planning Team Kick-Off Meeting with NY and NJ-NU, Windsor- Dec 2, 2009 
I. Haz Mat Defensive Operations for Emergency Responders – New Haven Regional Fire 
J. Academy – December 8-10, 2009 
K. EMHSCC Report – due January 1, 2010 
L. Region 3 Full-Scale Exercise – date TBD (Early 2010 
. 

  



  

 
 

X. MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made to adjourn by Tim Baldwin; seconded by Al Hoffman; Unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 1035 
hours by Commissioner Boynton. 
 

XI. NEXT MEETING – Thursday, December 10, 2009 – Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, Rocky Hill, CT  
 



  

 
 

STATE  OF  CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
To: DEMHS Coordinating Council 
From: Public Health Preparedness Sub Committee 
Date: November 12th 2009 
 
 
The Coordinating Council's Public Health Subcommittee met on Thursday, October 29, 
2009 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm at CT Hospital Association in Wallingford.  Over 30 
representatives from State and Local public health and human services agencies, 
hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, public safety, and Medical Reserve Corp attended the 
meeting.  The Subcommittee discussed the status of two Cooperative Agreements with 
US DHHS (CDC and HRSA/HPP).  DPH presented an update on the Connecticut Training 
and Exercise Plan for Public Health that includes recommendations for comprehensive 
training for public health partners to respond to a pandemic.  DPH also presented a 
review of "standards of care in a prolonged public health emergency."  The Department 
is working with DEMHS and the Attorney General's Office to develop a white paper 
explaining how health care facilities may have to adjust staffing and other resources to 
meet demand in an emergency.    The Sub Committee also heard a presentation from 
the Milford Health Dept on their "3 Days / 3 Ways" Public Information campaign.  The 
bulk of the meeting included discussion from all attendees about their specific response, 
obstacles, and solutions for handling the H1N1 Pandemic in Connecticut. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

DEMHS Coordinating Council 
Incident Management Team Committee 

November 12, 2009 Report to the Council 
 

 The committee continues to put the final touches on the manual in cooperation with DEMHS 
staff. We are wrapping up the legal review at this time.  It is our hope to have a product for you in 
the very near future for your review and approval. Thank you to all who submitted comments. We 
have reviewed them and most have been accepted. A detailed report on the comments will be 
forthcoming as well. 
 Team Status: Region 3 and 4 continue to train and are anxiously awaiting the approval of the 
manual. Both teams sent representatives to the National All Hazards Incident Management Team 
conference in Texas last week 
 The other three regions are progressing at a slower pace, again waiting on the manual. 
 FEMA Region 1: There has been a request for a meeting of the FEMA Region 1 states to 
meet again. This is in process at this time 
 

 
 
 



  

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT HOMELAND SECURITY  
COORDINATING COUNCIL 

 
 

 2010 MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

Thursday, January 14, 2010   9:00 AM 
 
Thursday, February 11, 2010  9:00AM 

Thursday, March 11, 2010   9:00 AM 

Thursday, April 8, 2010   9:00 AM 

Thursday, May 13, 2010   9:00AM 

Thursday, June 10, 2010   9:00 AM 

Thursday, July 8, 2010   9:00AM 

Thursday, August 12, 2010   9:00AM 

Thursday, September 9, 2010               9:00AM 

Thursday, October 14, 2010   9:00AM 

Thursday, November 18, 2010  9:00AM    (Nov. 11th is Veteran’s Day) 

Thursday, December 9, 2010             9:00AM  

 

All meetings are held at the Office of the Chief State’s Attorney 

Directions: 
 
Interstate 91 to Exit 23 
Follow green highway directional signs to Chief State’s Attorney 
300 Corporate Place 
Rocky Hill, CT   
(860) 258-5800 

 


