
  

DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY 
COORDINATING COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, 300 Corporate Park, Rocky Hill, CT 

October 8, 2009 
 

ATTENDEES: Bill Baldwin, CTIC; Peter Boynton, DEMHS; Sandra Brown, Hart. Hosp.; Carmine Centrella, 
CRCOG; John Danaher, DPS; Harold Decker, DOT; Doug Dortenzio, Wallingford; Justin Fanjoy, DEMHS Intern; 
Kerry Flaherty, FVHD; Tom Gavaghan, DEMHS; Libby Graham, DEMHS; John Gustafson, DEMHS; Betsy 
Hard, Bloomfield; Al Hoffman, USCG; Don Janelle, Manchester; Robert Kennedy, DOT; Maryann Lexius, 
Manchester; Virginia Mason, COGCNV; Katherine McCormack, Hartford; Jim O’Leary, COST; Bill Palomba, 
DPUC; Ray Philbrick, DPW; Roy Piper, DEMHS; Bill Richards, Milford; Dave Rodriquez, TSA; Robert Ross, 
DPS; Amy Shields, Milford Health; Michael Spera, Old Saybrook; Dan Stebbins, USAO; Lee Toffey, DEMHS; 
Brian Toolan, US&R; Michael Varney, DOIT; Stephen Verbil, DPS; Rob Ware, CTNG; and Daniel Warzoha, 
Greenwich.   
 
I. WELCOME AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

A.  Meeting called to order by Commissioner Boynton at 0915 hours followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. Commissioner Boynton introduced Lt. William Baldwin of the Connecticut State Police who has replaced 
Lt. Chris Nolan as the Commanding officer of the CT Intelligence Center (CTIC).    

 
III. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

A motion was made to accept the minutes of the September 16, 2009 meeting by Doug Dortenzio; seconded by 
Bill Palomba; approved unanimously. 
 

IV. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 
A. Letter to Bill Austin from former Commissioner James “Skip” Thomas praising the efforts and 

accomplishments of the Citizen Corps Program was summarized by commissioner Boynton.  
 
V. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Interoperability Committee – Michael Varney reported that the group is continuing with projects to include 
the P25 controller upgrade which is the largest piece of the PSIC grant, the mobile EOC project, and the 2nd 
phase of the data network fiber initiative for EMS and Fire Departments. The first 200 CSPERN units are 
being distributed this week. Comments have been forwarded to the FCC with regard to broadband access 
for Connecticut. The next meeting will be held on October 20th. Commissioner Boynton advised that a 
proposed meeting is in the works between DEMHS, DOIT and DPS where DOIT will brief the group to 
layout issues, projects and initiatives. They will look at the feasibility of an oversight governance group to 
align the various projects and provide broad policy guidance.  

B. Citizen Corps Advisory Council – No report in the absence of Bill Austin.  
C. Credentialing Committee – No report.    
D. Training/NIMS Committee – No report in the absence of Jeff Morrissette.  
E. Incident Management Team – No report in the absence of Tim Baldwin.  
F. Child Safety & Crisis Response: Commissioner Boynton advised, in Bill Hackett’s absence, that there had 

not been a meeting since the last coordinating council meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for October 
28th.         



  

G. Regional Collaboration Committee – Libby Graham reported that the next meeting will be held on 
November 9th where the focus will be on revising the draft bylaws, formalizing membership and best 
practices.       

H. Medical Reserve Corps – No report given. 
I. Transportation Security Committee – Commissioner Boynton advised that this committee will meet on 

Tuesday, October 13th. He also advised that David Bassett is the new Federal Security Director for TSA 
and his hope that he will be able to attend the meeting.    

J. Public Health Advisory Committee – No report given.         
K. Private Sector Committee – Commissioner Boynton reported that the committee met on September 8th and 

that letters have gone out to the private sector for nominations to the committee. Rita Reiss of DEMHS will 
be contacting REPT chairs to nominate representatives. The next meeting is tentatively set for the first 
week in November to work on bylaws, etc.        

 
Motion to accept committee reports was made by Michael Spera, seconded by Dan Stebbins, unanimously 
approved. 

 
VI. UPDATES 

A. Grant Program – Libby Graham reported on the launch of the Strategic Planning process. The first mission 
is to prevent and protect and the second mission is response and recovery. The next meeting will be 
October 16th at DEMHS. The Port Security Grant – will meet with USCG to finalize the administrative 
arrangement for release of the grant solicitation to the eligible applicants. Contractors have completed the 
Port Wide Risk Mitigation Plan and the Resumption of Trade Plan, both of which will drive the investment 
of the $8 million in FY08 and FY09 Port Security Grant funds. Handout of Joint Shelter initiative Update. 
Libby reminded all to ask their towns to please finish the submission of shelter data which will be linked to 
the National Shelter System. Al Hoffman reported that the package for local review is complete and that no 
information is available yet on the 2010 grant. The state did receive an additional $2.5 million in stimulus 
funding.  

B. CTIC – Bill Baldwin advised there was no report at this time.       
C. Urban Search & Rescue – Brian Toolan reported that the US&R Team participated in the exercise at 

Bradley international Airport. They did the GPS plotting for the victims and the debris field, and the FAA 
recommended that they be used to plot the location of the black box also. Search cameras were used to 
view inside the debris area and a wireless camera was remote to the Command Post. They also used air 
bags to lift a bus and remove “victims.” The exercise was a great demonstration on the cooperation 
between the US&R team and the local responders. See attached report.  

D. Legislation – Commissioner Boynton reminded all sub-committee chairs that the Annual Report to the 
Governor and the General Assembly is due on January 1, 2010. All chairs should forward their reports to 
Scott Devico at scott.devico@ct.gov no later than November 6th.   

E. H1N1 Update: Mary Duley reported that Connecticut has received a stockpile shipment of pediatric anti-
virals that are housed at DPH and are being prepared for distribution so they will be pre-positioned should 
the need arise. Also weekly anti-viral ordering continues for those who request supplies – doctor’s offices, 
clinics, etc. An allocation team has been set up to distribute requests in the order they are received. The first 
shipment of vaccine went out yesterday and continues today to vaccinate employees at health facilities. A 
communication team is up and running and keeping everyone updated and informed on what is taking 
place. Commissioner Boynton advised that Commissioner level meetings are taking place to review 
Statewide preparations; DPH conference calls and teleconferencing on the vaccine are taking place; and a 
Governor’s communication Team has been put in place to produce weekly updates and a Statewide 
Situation Report, the first of which will be released today and continue weekly or as needed. This will 
allow a single consistent update of the State’s status. Training sessions are being scheduled for all State 
EOC liaisons to refresh procedures and train replacements since the Retirement Incentive. Over 600 
persons have been trained in WebEOC and the final few remaining towns will be trained next week. 



  

Maryann Lexius reported that she will be speaking at a meeting of Safety Engineers and reminded all that 
health directors are always available if needed for presentations.  

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS 
A. Maritime Security – Al Hoffman reported that there will be a Port wide Risk Mitigation Briefing for the 

three regions that have ports, New Haven, Bridgeport and New London. Discussed will be how Port 
Security Grant funding can be used in conjunction with Regional money to further projects. The Port wide 
Security Plan has been updated and is consolidated into one book, albeit large, with all useful reference 
materials included.  

 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. The Statewide Fire Rescue Disaster Response Plan - Commissioner Boynton advised that the plan is under 
review at DEMHS and will be made available to the Coordinating Council members before the next 
meeting.  

 
IX. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

A. Regional EMD meetings are almost complete with last one next week. 
B. Debris Management invitations to go out to the selected work group for a workshop on management. 
C. Regional Catastrophic Planning Grant to take place sometime in November/December. A briefing for 

CT stakeholders on the 3-state plan will be forthcoming.  
D. Calendars distributed on Cyber Security. Additional information available at www.ct.gov/cybersafe  
E. Firefighter’s Memorial – October 18, 2009 – CT Fire Academy, Windsor Locks 
F. Region 3 EMD Meeting, East Hartford PD (1pm) – October 15, 2009 
G. WebEOC Monthly Training, Hartford Armory – Oct. 29th, Nov. 23rd, 2009 
H. Debris Management Workshop – November 13, 2009 
I. GIS Day – November 18, 2009 - LOB 
J. EMHSCC Report – due January 1, 2010 – draft will be available at the December meeting. 

  
 
 

X. MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
Motion made to adjourn by Michael Spera; seconded by Betsy Hard; Unanimous. Meeting adjourned at 0950 
hours by Commissioner Boynton. 
 

XI. NEXT MEETING – Thursday, November 12, 2009 – Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, Rocky Hill, CT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY 
CONNECTICUT URBAN SEARCH AND RESCUE 

CT-TF1 
 

 

 
October 6, 2009 
From: Brian J. Toolan, US&R Coordinator 
Subject: DEMHS Coordinating Council Meeting 
 
Events: 

 Re-organization of office space is being completed to condense the Task Force in to one area making 
operations of components more practical. 

 US&R participated in the Bradley Airport Crash exercise. GPS plotting was completed for victim tracking as 
well as debris field tracking. The search cameras were utilized with a wireless live feed set up at the 
command tent to allow the Incident Commander to view inside the wreckage.  The HURST air bags were 
used to lift an overturned bus to free a victim trapped under the bus.  A demonstration of cutting tools was 
given for the local Fire Department’s to get an understanding of US&R capabilities. 

 The US&R October training continued to focus on the Structural Collapse Technician with a tool clinic 
involving breaching and breaking plus metal cutting torches as well as lifting and moving techniques.  

 October 11, 2009 US&R will be at the Monroe FD’s Annual Open House. 
 October 14, 2009 US&R will be at the Hamden Fire Dept. for a presentation on the Task Force’s large area 

search capabilities. 
  October 5th – 9th K9 Specialist training course was held at the Connecticut Fire Academy. 

 
Advisory Board: TBD 
 
Equipment: 

 The Task Force trucks remain in a readiness state. Engineering equipment has been recently received and 
mounted on the trucks. 

 Cot containers are stocked and ready to be deployed if needed during the winter months. 
 
Future Items: 

 The five part time positions are still vacant and awaiting approval. 
 The MOU between DEMHS and DOT for use of the rubble pile is continuing to be worked on. 
 Applications for new members are being reviewed and interviews scheduled. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

To Activate CT Urban Search and Rescue at your incident scene, call: 
 

DEMHS at 860-706-5520 
24/7 Duty Officer Pager at 860-708-0821 

Or  
CT Public Safety Message Center 

1-800-842-0200 


