
Department of Emergency Management & Homeland Security
Training and NIMS Implementation Committee 
September 26, 2006 Meeting Minutes

Hartford, CT

Attendees:

Dep. Com. Wayne Sandford
Dan Scace

Jack Casner

Steve Walsh

Sgt. Robert Grega
Jeff Morrissette

Susan Rainville

David Gofstein

Dan Warzoha

Adam Piskura

Tom McGowan

Wayne Maheu

Edward Kramer

Jeffrey Schaff

Mary Duley

Robert F. Kenny, Jr.

Scott Selig

John B. Field

Robert Christ

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chairs Wayne Sandford and Jeff Morrissette at 1338 hours.  The meeting minutes from the August 1, 2006 committee meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Chief John Field to approve the minutes and was seconded by Chief Jack Casner.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.  


Mary Duley reviewed the previously distributed NIMS Compliance Guidance document which she had updated.   Following a brief discussion and additional minor recommendations for changes a motion was made by Dan Warzoha to adopt the NIMS Compliance document and to disseminate it statewide and was seconded by Chief John Field.  

Scott Selig had discussed a concern about a backlog at DHS of over 3,000 requests for reviews of  NIMS  related training programs nationwide.  DHS have suggested establishing a creative internal relationship where the state approves local courses.  The Governor’s representative, thought to be the SAA would be authorized to approve local courses.  


Adam Piskura, Director of Training for the Connecticut Fire Academy introduced Tom McGowan who is a durational Program Manager responsible for NIMS/ICS Compliant Training through the CFA.  


D/C Sandford discussed a new initiative utilizing 2006 funding whereby $25K would be set aside for training scholarships available to individuals pursuing college level Homeland Security classes (public and private higher education).  He requested a sub-committee be established to develop the criteria for awarding scholarships.  Volunteers to serve include:  Chief Jack Casner, Chair, Adam Piskura, Robert Kenny and Sgt. Robert Grega.  A meeting will be scheduled in the near future. 


Dan Scace inquired about the NIMS Compliance deadline fast approaching.  It was discussed many communities are making a good faith effort at compliance.  DEMHS has had to attest that they are doing “all they can do” to comply.  The DEMHS Commissioner has the authority to withhold funding to those non-compliant.  A big concern is that communities have an up-to-date Emergency Operations Plan that is reviewed annually.  


A general discussion was held on NIMS Compliance including long-range goals.  Mary Duley offered that regional feedback on compliance would be helpful to this committee.  Also, it is our responsibility to continue to push forward and motivate others to comply.  


Chief John Field inquired as to NIMS Compliance for Boards of Education.  It was felt the guidance generally points to IS700 with some specialized personnel going higher.      

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 28th at Brainard Field in Hartford.  A reminder notice will be sent prior to the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1440 hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeffrey J. Morrissette

State Fire Administrator

Co-Chair DEMHS Coordinating Council NIMS Implementation and Training Committee 


