Department of Emergency Management & Homeland Security

Training and NIMS Implementation Committee

May 29, 2007 Meeting Minutes

Hartford, CT

Attendees:

David Gofstein

Dan Scace

Wayne Sandford

Sgt. Robert Grega
Jeff Morrissette


Joe Sastre

Steve Walsh

Mary Duley

Samatha Kopp

Terry Devito


The meeting was called to order by Deputy Commissioner Wayne Sandford at 13:35 hours.  

A motion was made by Robert Grega to approve the March 28, 2007 Meeting Minutes and Seconded by Mary Duley.  Motion passed. 

A discussion took place regarding a review and revision to the state’s NIMS plan.  Dan Scace stated the document should reference federal standards.  In addition it should identify how the state supports training and compliance.

Jeff Morrissette offered to be the central collection point for comments.


It was requested that a version in MS Word be sent out to the committee to facilitate comments.


D/C Sandford reported that they had been evaluated by DHS and many questions were posed regarding NIMS compliance.  Overall they received very positive feedback. 


A report from the Plain Language Subcommittee was presented by Robert Grega.  He stated the committee met by computer conference and developed a draft which was presented.  The purpose of this Subcommittee was to establish a policy statement regarding the use of plain English communications in order to meet Element 17 for federal NIMS Compliance. A general discussion took place regarding the document such as including a Scope Statement and other minor wording changes.  
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The changes will be made and distributed.  It was recommended that the policy statement be forwarded to the Interoperability Committee for review prior to presentation to the Coordinating Council.

Under Items to be raised by Committee Members D/C Sandford reported that the Resource Typing project is becoming a priority and would be accomplished with FY07 funds.   Contracts will be written with the Regional Planning Districts to accomplish this activity and will be part of their overall work plan as a condition to receive funding.  The NIC will be contacted to offer assistance. 

Jeff Morrissette had to leave the meeting at 1430 hours, no meeting minutes were available beyond this point.

The next scheduled meeting is Tuesday, July 31, 2007.

