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Hartford, CT

Attendees:

Dep. Com. Wayne Sandford
Chief Jack Casner
Dan Scace

Steve Walsh

Sgt. Robert Grega
Mary Duley

Kristin Sullivan

Jeff Morrissette

Susan Rainville

Lt. Michael Spera

David Gofstein

Jeffrey Schaff

Bob Christ
Dan Warzoha

Adam Piskura

Rick Kleindiest, Sr.

Paul W. Smith

Brenda Bergeron

The meeting was called to order by Co-Chairs Wayne Sandford and Jeff Morrissette at 1321 hours.  The meeting minutes from the May 30, 2006 committee meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Chief Jack Casner to approve the minutes and was seconded by Lt. Michael Spera.  Motion carried by unanimous vote.  


Brenda Bergeron, DEMHS Legal Counsel reviewed the draft committee bylaws.  As the draft was distributed electronically several committee members submitted recommendations for revision.  Specific areas of concern included committee membership, voting rights and quorum issues.   D/C Sandford reported that Commissioner Thomas indicated the committee can be expanded to include all groups.  The concern was mainly that representation be fair.

Discussion also took place regarding the committee title.  General consensus was that it be inclusive of both NIMS and training.  A simple solution was to name the committee the NIMS Implementation and Training Committee.  Brenda Bergeron reported that she would incorporate the revisions discussed and present at the next meeting. 


A continuation of discussion regarding NIMS Compliance took place.  Mary Duley reviewed the Health related compliance document.  Dan Scace questioned the ability for local jurisdictions to self-certify and indicated it was essential to provide guidance to ensure a common compliance standard. 
Mary Duley stated she would make some revisions to her document to make it more generic for review by the committee in July.   


Deputy Commissioner Sandford gave an overview of the 06’ grant funding.  There has been an approximate 40% reduction in federal funding.  While the spending and implementation plan has not been approved by the DEMHS Coordinating Council, funding for training and exercising will also be reduced but will continue to be a priority.   Dan Scace offered that reduced funding will foster and encourage standardization.


Lt. Michael Spera inquired about the status of Emergency Management Accreditation specifically about the site visit and how training fared.  Deputy Commission Sandford indicated that the process is still ongoing however they were confident with the feedback received thus far.  


There was discussion regarding the meeting start time and the general interest to move the meetings to 1:30 p.m.  


The next meeting was tentatively scheduled for Tuesday, July 25, 2006 at Brainard Field.  A reminder notice will be sent prior to the meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1436 hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jeffrey J. Morrissette

State Fire Administrator

Co-Chair DEMHS Coordinating Council NIMS Implementation and Training Committee 


