
DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND HOMELAND SECURITY 
COORDINATING COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
Chief State’s Attorney’s Office, Rocky Hill 

March 13, 2008 
 

ATTENDEES:  Bill Austin, CREPC; Mike Berry, New Britain; Peter Boynton, TSA; Wayne Dailey, 
DMHAS; Pam Daniels, DEMHS; Kristin Dean, CRCOG; Douglas Dortenzio, Wallingford; Marion 
Evans, BHD; Tom Gavaghan, DEMHS; Doug Glowacki, DEMHS; Len Guercia, DPH; Gordon Harris, 
DEMHS; Albert Hoffman, USCG; Don Janelle, Manchester; Brenda Jannotta, DOT; Ed Kramer, Hart. 
Hosp.; Bob Labanara, CCM; Mike Maglione, Waterbury; Virginia Mason, COGCNV; Simone Maxwell, 
DEP; Katherine McCormack, Hartford; Phil Moberg, DOT; Jeff Morrissette, CFPC; Jim O’Leary, COST; 
Bob Palomba, DPUC; Doug Pesce, DHS; Roy Piper, DEMHS; George Pohorilak, DPS; Susan Rainville, 
POSTC; John Ricci, US&R; Tom Romano, DEMHS; Daniel Ronan, USCG; Gary Ruggiero, DEMHS; 
Wayne Sandford, DEMHS; Vito Savino, USAR; Tony Schirillo, DPS; Terry Schnure, OPM; Steve 
Scorzato, CTNG; Mike Spera, Old Saybrook; James Thomas, DEMHS; Lee Toffey, DEMHS; Steve 
Walsh, POSTC; and Ed Wilds, DEP. 
 
I. WELCOME AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

A. Meeting called to order by Commissioner Thomas at 0903 hours, and Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
II. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

A. None  
 
III. ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

A motion made to accept the minutes of the February 14, 2008 meeting by Mike Maglione; seconded 
by Ed Wilds; approved with one abstention by Bob Palomba. 

 
IV. COMMUNICATION RECEIVED 

A. DHS Request for Peer Reviewers. 
 
V. SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Interoperability Committee – Reported on by George Pohorilak in the absence of Michael Varney. 
The steering committee is meeting on a regular basis and working on the Investment justifications 
for the PSIC grant. Commissioner Thomas spoke on the 50 STOC’s boxes that are ready for 
deployment around the state to pre-selected municipalities and state agencies. The remaining 50 
will be distributed using a competitive grant system. 

B. Citizen Corps Advisory Council – Report by Bill Austin. Handout presented to each attendee. 
Twenty-two hundred people have been trained and there is a list 1000 who wish to be trained. 
Planning has begun for the Annual Conference. Under the UASI grant the regional Citizen Corps 
will play a role in the review process. Next meeting will be held on March 20 at 2pm in the 
Council Chambers.  

C. Credentialing Committee – No report at this time. 
D. Training/NIMS Committee – Jeff Morrissette advised that at the February 26th meeting it was 

agreed to present the Plain Language Policy to the Coordinating Council for endorsement. (See 
New Business) The group has also been discussing the use of Nimscast for reporting by the local 



communities. It was agreed that the grant funds available for training would be moved to the 
higher level courses from the 100, 200 and 700 courses that have been focused on so far.  

E. Incident Management Teams – Deputy Commissioner Sandford advised that there was no meeting 
last month but the IMT manual is in final review. FEMA Region 1 will be hosting a meeting for 
all IMT’s in the region in Boston some time in April. The group is developing a list of 
equipment/support needs necessary for the IMT’s to deploy. Next meeting will be on March 18th.  

F. Child Safety & Crisis Response: Deputy Commissioner Sandford reported that the preparedness 
guide is being printed and we should have a copy for review at the next meeting. Also, the 
Governor’s School Security Conference will be held at CCSU on March 27th.  Open to all school 
officials and School Resource Officer’s (SRO’s), there will be a general session in the morning 
including how to identify symptoms that might precipitate an incident. The afternoon session will 
split the group between College and High School/Elementary School for additional information. 

G. Regional Collaboration Committee – Pam Daniels reported in Libby Graham’s absence. The 
subcommittee is meeting every two months and working on how to maximize dollars available to 
the regions. The REPT’s are working well.  
Virginia Mason reported for Region 5 - the 43 towns in Region 5 choose to apply through the 4 
COGs as equal partners. They are working on three efforts in State 1: 1) Resource Typing – being 
done by the individual RPO’s for their towns. The local officials are especially interested in 
having this information to facilitate the ability to work together at the RPO level.  2) Barbara 
Buddington was hired to perform a SWOT analysis, which will be completed for police, fire, 
EMD’s and public works by March 19th. The remaining five functional ESF’s, including mass 
care, communication and EMS, will be completed by Region 5 independent of the RPO’s.  3) 
Specific proposals are being requested for the spending plan. Two Steering committee meetings 
will be held in April to solidify a plan and it will be voted on by the REPT in May. 

H. Medical Reserve Corps – No report. 
 
Motion to accept committee reports was made by Doug Dortenzio, seconded by Wayne Dailey, 
unanimously approved. 

 
VI. UPDATES 

A. Grant Program – Reported on by Doug Glowacki, who handed out a FAQ document with 
information on the four largest grants this year: HSGP, Transit Security, BZPP, and Port Security 
Grant. March 17th will be stakeholders meeting, with a meeting on March 27th to finalize the Draft 
Investment justifications to be ready for review by this group. Applications are due on May 1st.  
There are two new UASI regions this year: Bridgeport and Hartford. The School Security grant, 
handled by Tom Vannini, has appropriated all $5 million for this year. The EMPG grant has seen 
an increase in funding for this year which will allow for several initiatives: 1) EOC certification to 
increase the standard, the EOC’s will be given approx. $10,000 to enhance their equipment. Plans 
to enroll 40 EMD’s this year into ICS 300, and to implement WebEOC throughout the state.    

B. CTIC – Commissioner Thomas advised that CTIC is fully staffed. Though Chris Wihbey will be 
returning to his Department in a few months, the job of securing a replacement for him has already 
begun. The group continues to send out its weekly bulletin and additional updated when deemed 
necessary. The next CTIC Advisory Board Meeting will be held on April 11, 2008.  
Commissioner Thomas advised that he will be attending the National Conference in San Francisco 
next week. Peter Boynton advised that a selection has been made for a TSA representative to go to 
CTIC full time.  



C. Urban Search & Rescue – Reported on by Sgt. Vito Savino. See attached full report. The Sgt. 
advised that on of the US&R Mack trucks with a roll-off box was outside if anyone wanted to see 
it, and that the mezzanine in the Brainard hangar would be completed on Monday.  

D. Legislation – Commissioner Thomas advised that the Emergency Notification System legislation 
should be approved, at no cost to any town or PSAP. Also that DEMHS testified against the 
unfunded mandate for RILO’s and ILO’s feeling that towns are participating voluntarily.  

E. Other – Len Guercia advised that: a) information would be sent to the Coordinating Council 
regarding an April 23rd training opportunity for Suspicious Powder Incident Training and, b) 
March 20th will be the Pandemic Inter-Agency Meeting which will be attended by USCG Admiral 
Naccara.  

 
VII. OLD BUSINESS 

A. None 
 
VIII. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Motion to endorse the Plain Language Communication Policy for NIMS Compliance, as presented 
here. Motion to endorse by Doug Dortenzio, second by Marian Evans, discussion ensued. Mike 
Spera requested that the clarification of “out of jurisdiction or multiple jurisdiction response” be 
added.  Endorsed unanimously.  

B. Doug Pesce left copies of an information CD titled CV/PI/PM Papers, from the DHS Protective 
Security Coordination Division. He advised that these were for Official Use Only. He also advised 
that Secretary Chertoff signed into law designating an 18th Critical Infrastructure Key Resource 
Sector – Critical Manufacturing.   

C. Commissioner Thomas advised that DEMHS would forward a reminder for next months meeting 
at Camp Rell and asked that all who wish to attend RSVP. 

D. Commissioner Thomas agreed to email the Governor’s budget out to the group for informational 
purposes.   

 
IX. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

Commissioner Thomas presented the following items: 
A. Private Sector Exercise – SCSU – March 17-18 
B. Millstone Federally Evaluated Exercise – March 18 
C. Millstone Public Meeting – March 24 
D. Governor’s School Security Conference, CCSU – March 27, 2008 
E. Naval Posy Graduate School Exercise – Camp Rell – April 10 (Full Day) 
F. CCM/DEMHS/DPH Conference – May 15 
G. Commodities Distribution Exercise – June 10, 2008 

 
X. MEETING ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made to adjourn by Doug Dortenzio; seconded by Jim O’Leary; Unanimous. Meeting 
adjourned at 1007 hours by Commissioner Thomas. 

 
XI. NEXT MEETING – April 10, 2008 at Camp Rell, Niantic for full day exercise. 
 



CT URBAN SEARCH & RESCUE (CT-TF1) 
 
March 13, 2008 
Subj.:  DEMHS Coordinating Council Meeting 

 
February Training:  

 Rope Technician level course for the Rescue and Medical Components and Awareness Level for the 
rest of the Team. 

 Logistics: Equipment relocation into new trucks and containers. 85% of all equipment has been place 
onto the new trucks.  

FEMA Equivalent USAR Training:  
 Hazardous Material awareness Course for the entire Team. -  January  
 OSHA – 10 Outreach Program, Blood Bourne Pathogens, Fit Testing, Right To Know awareness 

training for all Team Members  – March 
 Rope Rescue Technician Course – February, April, May. 

Pub Ed Events: 
 As a result of the CHA presentation in November, three more hospitals want a presentation in the 

Spring of 2008 (Norwalk Hospital, Waterbury Hospital, Backus Hospital). 
 POLAR PLUNGE - February 23, 2008, at the Madison Beach Club in Madison, Connecticut members 

of the US&R Team, Office of Counter Terrorism and members of the Department of Public Health will 
participate in setting up a tent to accommodate individual participating in this event. This was a 
successful event. 

Equipment: 
 PC-1’s were prepared and submitted for new lights, radios and signage for the new trucks. All trucks 

have been marked. One outside for display. 
 The three roll off containers for the aforementioned trucks are still being loaded but ready to roll out 

the door. They are about 85% stocked. 
  The Mezzanine at Brainard Airport (110’ X 24”) is well in the works. Arrived at the Airport on 

Monday, March 10, 2008 at 0630 hours. March 10, 2008  at about 0830 hours, the six man crew started 
to erect it. At lunch time on this same date approximately half the Superstructure was in place.  

 A PC-1 was submitted and a Purchase Order was issued for Team Physical through Concentra Medical 
Centers (ten locations throughout Connecticut). Physical began on March 5, 2008 with 76 letters going 
out to the first round of team members. 

Future Items: 
 The following budgeted positions on the Task Force are still vacant which is currently being worked on 

by Administration to make these part-time positions: 
1-Task Force Leader (part time) 
1-Rescue Manager (part time) 
1-Assistant Training Coordinator (part time) 
2-Logistic Technician-(part time) 

 
 March 4, 2008, Five Task Force members were interviewed for the Task Force Leader positions. 

Interviews went well and our new Task Force Leaders were announced at the March 6th Drill to the 
Team. The New Task Force Leader Joining TFL Mark Lewandowski are: 

 
1. TFL John Woron II – Middletown Fire Department 
2. TFL Gary Brunoli – Torrington Fire Department 
3. TFL Richard Westman – East Hartford Fire Department 

 


