
DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT & HOMELAND SECURITY 
Public Safety State Interoperability Executive Committee 

 
September 18, 2007 Minutes 

DOT Research Lab, 280 West Street, Rocky Hill, CT 06067 
 

WELCOME, PUBLIC COMMENT AND REVIEW OF MINUTES: 
The meeting was called to order at 1303 hours by the Co-Chair, Michael Varney. The following 
individuals were in attendance: Stephan Brown(DOT), George Carbonell (DOT), Anthony Diaz 
(Hamden), Bob DiBella (DEMHS), Mike Dion (Military), Jim Farkas (LCD), Eric Fine (Region 
1), Mike Gardner (CEMA), John Gustafson (CMED-NH), Paul Jakubson (CPCA), Jeff Merwin 
(Region 1), Phil Mikan (DEMHS), Tyler Millix (CFCA), Bernie O’Donnell (DOIT), George 
Pohorilak (OSET), Jerry Sakalouski (DOC), Gordon Shand (DPH), Lee Toffey (DEMHS), Tom 
Vannini (Region 5), Michael Varney (DOIT), and Keith Victor (Region 3). Also DOIT 
consultants Sheree Bruce, William Kramer, and Bill O’Connell. 
  
Motion to accept the minutes of the August 21, 2007 meeting by John Gustafson, second by Paul 
Jakubson, unanimous. 
 
There were no public comments. 
 
CS-PERN PRESENTATION – Paul Jakubson. The CS-PERN roll out was September 5, 2007 at 

the CT Police Academy by Governor M. Jodi Rell. DPS is making some changes to the 
equipment and a change to re-configure the channel locations. Handout with the procedures 
was distributed. Technical discussion ensued.  

 
PSIC GRANT PRESENTATION – by Michael Varney. PowerPoint handouts distributed. 

Discussion including some of the following:  1) Where will coordination unit be located? 
Four possibilities are DEMHS, DOIT, DPS, or other not yet determined location; 2) 
Frequencies in radios, i.e. STOC’s? Must be required; 3) Discuss leverage of HLS funds 
regionally; 4) Use of funding from 911 surcharge? Yes, to bring microwave systems to 700 
MHz, funding will be used as the 20% match required by the grant, for fiber optic build-out 
by OSET; 5) CMED included in this project? Yes, but all pieces of the project will need to be 
prioritized. Motion by George Pohorilak to support three Investment Justifications as 
presented, second by John Gustafson. Approved unanimously.  

 
SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

A. Technical Committee: Presented by George Carbonell. Set-up and demonstration of 
STOC’s box. Discussion on how system is working. Per Michael Varney the final draft of 
the STOC’s application will be given to the Commissioner for final ok.  

B. Training & Exercise Workgroup:  No report.   
 
REPORT OF INTEROPERABILITY USAGE AND INCIDENTS:   

A. Lost Acres Fire Department in East Granby will be utilizing the system today. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  

A. Portable Radio Inventory & Training Program: No Report. 
B. Homeland Security Grant Program: No Report 



C. Prime Mover Radios & Licensing:  No report 
D. Transit Security Grant: Michael Varney reported Multi-state Working group for the Rail 

Security Grant will meet today. Discussion to center on ability to extend the surveillance 
from the main line up the two branch lines to Danbury and Waterbury respectively; using 
the UCALL/VCALL system.   

 
UPDATES FROM THE DEMHS REGIONS: 
 

REGION 1 – Eric Fine – the ESF 2 meeting this month was well attended where they 
discussed CMED issues and potential funding to update their infrastructure. Region 
1 will have an exercise in April which will coordinate with communication leader 
training. A Mobil Command/Communication truck is being built using a 
combination of resources from the Regional HazMat Team. Jeff Merwin reported 
that Fairfield University is the location chosen for a fully redundant system. They 
are waiting on an ok for the project.   

REGION 2 – John Gustafson – the USASI Microwave System is up and functioning. The 
first ESF 2 meeting had only 3 people but a request for a POC from all 30 towns 
along with a conference call to discuss regional issues is in the works.  

REGION 3 – Keith Victor – RAF 2 was used after the Avon (truck) incident and 
communications worked well. People are coming to realize that assets need to be 
used regionally as redundant systems. CS-PERN frequencies are to go into all the 
PD mobiles and portables.    

REGION 4 – Jeff Otto – (sent by email) The meeting to discuss and adopt By-Laws for the 
Region 5 REPT has been postponed with no definite date for reconvening. 
Establishing the governance of the REPT is a prerequisite to establishing the RESF-
2 group. 

REGION 5 - Tom Vannini – There will be a 20 town HazMat drill on September 23rd, with 
DEP and going through LCD. 

 
 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

A. Bob DiBella presented a car charger for the ITAC/ICALL units, cost $71.25. On DOIT 
contract number 06ITZ0028 or 06ITZ0008. 

B. Congratulation to Michael Varney on receiving the National Volunteer Fire Chief of the 
Year award.    

 
CORRESPONDENCE/GRANT REVIEWS: 

SHSGP grant reviews – Bill Hackett reported via email: Projects approved: Sprague and 
Dept of Public Safety. Projects currently under review: Civil Air Patrol and Westport. 

 
NEXT MEETING:  
 
Next regular meeting will be October 16, 2007, at 1300 hours, DOT Central Lab, Rocky Hill.  
Meetings open to the public. 
 
Motion to adjourn by Tyler Millix; second by George Carbonell; approved. 
Meeting adjourned at 1417 hours. 


