
Child Safety & Crisis Response Committee 
Minutes – October 16, 2006 

Brainard Field, 269 Maxim Road, Hartford 
 
 

Attendees: Brenda Bergeron, DEMHS; Julie Bisi, DSS; Patricia Estill, COC; Peggy Freidenfelt, DPH; 
Thomas Gavaghan, DEMHS; Stan Kasanowski, DCF; Bob Kenny, DPH; David Larson, 
CAPSS; Bruce Lockwood, CEMA; Vincent Mustaro, CABE; Scott Newgass, DOE; Celine 
Provini, Gov. Prevention Partnership; Robert Rader, CABE; Stephan Ristau, Gov. 
Prevention Partnership; Lee Toffey, DEMHS; James Thomas, DEMHS; and Elaine 
Zimmerman, COC. 

 
1. Welcome:  The meeting was called to order by Commissioner James Thomas at 1:07 pm. 

Introductions of all participants.  
 

2. Report from DEMHS: reported by Commissioner Thomas. 
  

A. Emergency Planning for Schools Symposium:  The training was held on September 27 & 
28 and a Participant Evaluation Feedback form was distributed to the group. The training 
was very successful and the Governor is fully committed to ongoing training.  

 
• Tom Gavaghan advised that there is a limit of 50 persons per workshop, and some 

schools sent teams. There needs to be additional training held for other areas in the 
state. Tom feels a focus should be on prevention and advised that one of the trainers 
suggested two other individuals who would be beneficial – one being a retired Secret 
Service Agent whose specialty is security in school systems. He also advised that 
SRO’s are an extremely important piece of the prevention aspect. They know what is 
going on at the schools and know the children, many of whom will report to them if 
they something is going to happen. Also re-introduced the idea of the 800 number for 
schools.   

• Commissioner Thomas advised that DEMHS and CCM will be holding another 
Conference this spring and is including School Security as one the topics due to its 
importance to all Municipalities.  

 
B. Future Training Dates: Future Training will probably be held in December or January.  

Bruce Lockwood asked if the training could be used towards CEU’s for the teachers. Tom 
Gavaghan will look into this.   

 
• Elaine Zimmerman stated that COC would be happy to partner with DEMHS on this 

and offered personnel, product design, or whatever would help. She advised that now 
we are seeing not just bullying from inside the schools but risks to children from outside 
sources. Information needs to go out to the parents that there is an effort to prevent what 
is happening. After Columbine the focus has been on preventing bullying but this is 
only half the battle. 

 



• Dave Larson felt that the State Police and the Local Police Chiefs needed to be 
involved. The State Police are working on new procedures to address the problem of 
outside violence.  

 
• Commissioner Thomas advised that we let parents know that we have plans but not the 

specifics of the plans. Current statute requires prior approval from DPW to stop FOI 
requests.  

 
3. Sub-Committee for Day Care Centers:   
 

A. Elaine Zimmerman advised that they have brought together experts and have a list of 
volunteers who are ready to begin meeting. Further information to follow after the meetings 
are held.  Commissioner Thomas distributed a hand out from UConn which contained 
extensive information of Safety Habits, Emergency Plans, and Helping Children deal with 
Uncertainty.  

 
B. Pre-School Crisis Response – Scott Newgass distributed an email from the Early Childhood 

Association. We need to determine what is already available to and what is missing to help 
Day Care providers put plans in place.   

  
 
4. Current Incidents:  Group Discussion.  

 Incidents discussed include: 
 Hartford 
 East Hartford 
 State Universities coming up with security plans specific to each school 
 Importance of exercising these plans 
 SRO selection process - critical who is chosen 
 Discussion on Legislation:  Elaine Zimmerman advised that the committee existed 

due to legislation asked if we think we need to amend the bill and resubmit adding 
Annual reviews as part of the request. Brenda Bergeron stated that we need to clear 
up the definition of what should be included in a Town Emergency Plan, 
specifically to include schools. Dave Larson questioned if that the schools develop 
the plan should they be required to integrate it into the Towns Plans. What about 
after-school programs?   

 
5. HSIN Portal Status: Commissioner Thomas reported that training has begun for the Homeland 

Security Information Network. This is a system that is capable of many things and is a secure 
network. Persons will be invited to join and will then be able to share information within their 
discipline. See LLIS.gov for lessons learned.  

  
 
6. NOAA Radio Distribution:  Commissioner Thomas advised that the NOAA radios are 

beginning to be delivered to school around the state. DEMHS has purchased some radios for 
the State to use and will be working with the schools to give them simple directions for use and 
advise what these radios can do and be used for. Doug Glowacki of DEMHS working with the 
Regional Coordinators will be helping any schools who need it to get these radios up and 
running.  



7. Items From Members: 
 
Elaine Zimmerman - COC again partnered with the Dept. of Education and DEMHS for a Writing 
and Artwork project the week of September 11th. This year’s core question was how safe children 
felt at school. Elaine asked for volunteers to help evaluate this years respondents and passed out a 
breakdown of the Towns that submitted.  
 
Bruce Lockwood – Bruce brought a copy of Canton’s Emergency Plan for review and suggested 
that a good resource for any Municipality or school would be Jane’s Safe School Planning books 
available online at janes.com.  
 
Tom Gavaghan – Tom advised that FEMA has a 3 ½ day workshop at EMI regarding planning and 
suggested that it would be appropriate to have the EMI trainers come to CT to run a class for the 
Regional Trainers and other interested parties. 
 
Scott Newgass – Scott handed out a PowerPoint presentation on Crisis Management that was used 
as part of the training for the Technical High Schools. He also stated that according to CT 
Education Laws, schools are only required to submit a safety plan. He suggested specifically 
adding to the Education Laws the requirement for an Emergency Plan that is part of the Municipal 
Plan.  
 
Commissioner Thomas – distributed a “Target School Violence Biography” as a resource for the 
committee and also distributed an “Initiatives to Improve School Safety” bulletin that is For 
Official Use Only. All were asked to keep the bulletin in house.  
 
Peggy Freidenfelt – asked if Public Health personnel would be welcome at EMI for classes and if 
this training would be helpful for DPH personnel. Advised by Tom Gavaghan that if the Public 
health personnel attended as part of a team, he was sure they would be welcome to participate. 
 
Bob Kenny – Gave a brief Pandemic Flu overview, and advised that advanced pandemic flu 
preparedness is being worked on in agencies through out the State. Currently the five primary 
agencies working on this are DPH, DoAg, DAS, DEP and DEMHS with input from DOIT, 
DMHAS and other agencies. A website to get information to the public will be rolled out this week 
at Ctflu.gov, with a link found on the DPH website and elsewhere, and will include automated 
“Dead Bird” area monitoring.  
 
Stan Kasanowski – Requested CTRP training and the need to identify who is responsible for 
training in each town to help with the Special Population challenges for communities.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:50 pm.   

 
 
 Next Meeting: December 11, 2006 at 1pm, Brainard Field Training Room, Second Floor 


