
State of Connecticut
Child Safety & Crisis Response Committee
Meeting Minutes
October 27, 2010
DEMHS, 25 Sigourney Street, Hartford





1. Welcome & Introductions:  
The meeting was chaired by William J. Hackett, Emergency Management Director.  
Attendees:  Sandra Baker (DEMHS), Brenda Bergeron (DEMHS), Ellen Blaschinski (DPH), Jessie Burton (Save the Children), Peggy Freidenfelt (DPH), Tom Gavaghan (DEMHS), Kate Henry (DCF), Bruce Lockwood (CEMA), Robin Montgomery (Brookfield PD), Doug Pesce (DHS), James P. Thomas (DPS), and Barbara Wolf (OPM) 

1. Report from DEMHS: 

1. School Security Grant Update – 1st round funding- All school districts have now been paid; last month Waterbury submitted paperwork for reimbursement; closeouts of 1st year funding in fiscal for approval; 5 schools left to visit and close out of 215 schools awarded; total of $4,910,000 out of 5,000,000 distributed; 2nd year funding all distributed; 15 schools out of 134 have been visited and closed; $2,900,000 out of 5,000,000 distributed. Remaining funds were returned.

1. STEP Program Update – 2011 Program is on hold; waiting for additional guidance from FEMA; need to work out some issues with logistics. 
	
1. H1N1 Updates – No Report.

1. Commission on Children and Disasters – National Commission on Children and Disasters 2010 report was released.  Bruce Lockwood distributed copies of the report to meeting participants.  Reauthorization of the Commission is on hold until mid-term elections. The cost is approximately $1.2 million to run the Commission.  All are encouraged to read the report in its entirety. Questions may be addressed to Bruce Lockwood.  Bruce also advised meeting participants of an Independent Study Course that is now available online - The American Academy of Pediatrics released IS 366 Planning for Children in Disasters.  

1. Emergency Planning for Schools Workshops:
1. Actions Since Last Meeting – Tom Gavaghan provided an overview of the program.  The program was not able to be offered due to lack of funding.  Bill Hackett discussed possibly making it an initiative in the annual budget.  Tom Gavaghan estimated that $10,000 would be needed.  He will work on drafting a proposal to seek funding.



1. Connecticut Initiative for Emergency Preparedness and Child Care:
The daycare sub-committee met on September 21, 2010 at the Legislative Office Building.
A fact sheet on the CT Initiative for Emergency Preparedness and Child Care was distributed to meeting participants. Jesse Burton, Save the Children, gave a presentation to meeting participants on the program.  She has already met with Capitol Region Emergency Planning Committee, Region 3 RESF-8 and will meet next week with the Region 3 Health Directors giving a presentation and briefing them on the initiative.  Director Hackett extended the invitation for Ms. Burton to also present to the Coordinating Council. Training is being planned and will be provided to childcare centers across the state.  
 	 

5.  Open Discussion:
Bruce Lockwood recommends conducting a workshop with breakout sessions to review and break down the National Commission on Children and Disasters report.  He also asked that recommendations be made on how the Child Crisis and Safety Committee can move forward after review.  

Robin Montgomery offered assistance with distributing correspondence from the Committee that should go to local police departments.  

James Thomas reported on the Child Abduction Response Training held in June, 2010.  Work is being done on developing MOUs.  There were Amber Alerts issued since the last meeting and all ended quickly with success.


6.   New Business: 
	- Training and Security at College Campuses
- Discussion on restructuring the Child Safety & Crisis Committee w/DEMHS Commissioner 
	- 2011 Emergency Preparedness Trailer Initiative


7.	Next Meeting
	Wednesday, January 26, 2011 at 1:00 pm


 

