State of Connecticut
Child Safety & Crisis Response Committee
Meeting Minutes
April 28, 2010
DEMHS, 25 Sigourney Street, Hartford



Attendees:	Tom Gavaghan, DEMHS; Brenda Bergeron, DEMHS; Peggy Freidenfelt, DPH; William Hackett, DEMHS; Scott Newgass, Dept. of Education; Kate Henry, DCF; Vincent Mustaro, CT Association of Board of Education; Peter Palermino, DSS; Doug Pesce, DHS; Thomas Vannini, DEMHS; Mary Rose Duberek, DEMHS; Sandra Baker, DEMHS; and Mary Kate Lowndes, Commission on Children 


1. Welcome & Introductions:  
The meeting was called to order at 1:13pm by William J. Hackett, Emergency Management Director.  

2. Report from DEMHS: 

a. School Security Grant Update - 1st Year - 224 schools awarded funds; all inspections completed with the exception of the 6 that are scheduled; 2nd Year - 134 schools awarded funds; 34 schools reviewed.  Tom Vannini has been fielding calls from school districts seeking additional security funds. 


b. STEP Program Update – All STEP kits have been delivered to schools participating in the program.  There were a total of 4,513 kits.  

	
c. H1N1 Updates – Bill Hackett gave a brief update on readiness and coordination efforts among State agencies.

d. Commission on Children and Disasters/PowerPoint Presentation (Handouts) – HLS Grant Funding for FFY 2010 is approved to support program.  Guidance from DHS is forthcoming. States will begin to develop checklists.  The National Commission on Children and Disasters gave a presentation to the Response and Recovery Committee at the National Emergency Management Association’s (NEMA) annual conference in March, 2010.  

         	
3. Emergency Planning for Schools Workshops:
a. Actions Since Last Meeting – Tom Gavaghan provided an update on progress made since last meeting discussion on how to increase workshop participation from school communities. 

b. PowerPoint Presentation (Handouts) – A briefing meeting with school superintendents is scheduled for Thursday, April 29. Twenty-six superintendents are planning to attend.  A copy of the slide presentation developed for the briefing was shared with meeting participants for their review/comments.


4. Day Care Centers & Pre-School – Planning Document:  
	Peter Palermino, DSS, reported that new federal stimulus funds are available to support emergency plans for childcare centers.  DSS has secured funds and is planning to direct money to 211 for the development of comprehensive child care disaster plans.  DSS will request a meeting with DEMHS and the CEO of 211 to explore initial concepts and thoughts.  $60,000 is available and funds must be obligated by Sept. 30th.  United Way/211 will be fiduciary of the funds and hire a consultant to develop a plan.  The plan should be unique and fit the needs of CT. Mary Rose Duberek gave a brief on the DEMHS Radiological Emergency Preparedness Daycare Outreach Program for childcare providers in Millstone areas.  The program works well because of the involvement of parents and local officials.  Emergency Management Directors are encouraged to work with childcare providers and school systems.
 	 

5.  Open Discussion:
Bullying (Mary Kate Lowndes)
	- Joint Conference on Bullying; Training & Next Steps 
	- Reporting Requirements in Schools
	- Cyber Bullying


6.   New Business:
	None


7.	Next Meeting
	Wednesday, July 28, 2010 at 1:00 pm - DEMHS, 25 Sigourney St., 6th Fl, Hartford.	 


 
