Connecticut Statewide Citizen Corps Council

Advisory Committee Minutes
March 19, 2015
Attendees: William Austin (Chairman); Paul Gibb ( Litchfield Hills); Joel Severance (RiverCOG); Don Janelle (CEMA); Don Davis (CRCOG); Norma Peterson (Fairfield); Tom Gavaghan (DEMHS); Dep. Commissioner William P. Shea (DEMHS); Director William Hackett (DEMHS); Lauren Demarco (FEMA Region 1); John Stewart (FEMA Region 1); Chief Christopher G. Arciero; Art Mclean  (American Legion); Bob Pingeree (Newington CERT); Ruth Pingeree (Newington CERT); Bob Gibson (Manchester CERT) 
Call to Order: Chairman Austin called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance and introductions. 
Public Comments: none
Guest Speaker:  Commissioner Shea and Director Hackett spoke to the Council about its successes and how the State of Connecticut had over 6,000 members in the CERT Program alone and approximately 3,000 members in the Medical Reserve Corps.  The Commissioner and Director both thanked Chairman Austin for ten years’ service as the Statewide Citizen Corps Council Chairman and presented Chairman Austin with a Certificate of Appreciation in recognition of his dedication, service and support to the citizens of Connecticut and the Division of Emergency Management and Homeland Security. 

Lauren Demarco explained to the council the support methods that FEMA Region 1 can provide to help with Citizen Corps operations.  Such items as the website, collaborative support, FEMA Corps Teams, and exercise and training support were mentioned.
John Stewart from FEMA Region 1 discussed several items including shelter operations, muck and guts operations, and Connecticut Rises (a long-term recovery process).

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  A motion to approve the February 19, 2015 meeting minutes was made by Norma Peterson and seconded by Joel Severance – approved unanimously.       
Old Business  

Correspondence:  Chairman Austin read correspondence received and sent.  
Informational messages through 2015 #10 have been sent.  

DEMHS Report: Gary Ruggiero stated that the upcoming EPPI has been moved to 
October 2015.

American Legion Report:  Art Mclean gave a quick review on homeland security 
issues. 
Statewide Operational Update: Updates and changes were made to applicable operational 
levels.  
New Business 

Category A: None

Category A Foundation; Tolland CERT approved for $1,000 for a class of 25 
students starting 3-19-2015; Manchester CERT approved for $1,000 for a class of 25 
students to begin 4-23-2015; Newington CERT approved for $1,000 for a class of 25 
students starting 4-7-2015 and Ellington-Vernon-Stafford-Sumers (EllingtonSVS) for 
a class of 25 students starting 4-11-2015 - A motion to approve these Category A funding 
requests was 
made by Paul Gibbs and seconded by Don Janelle - approved 
unanimously.

Category B: Canton approved for $1,000 for a class on functional/disability needs 
training to start on 3-20-2015 and East Hartford approved for a class on 
functional/disability needs training to start on 4-21-2015.  A motion to approve these 
Category B requests was made by Don Janelle and seconded by Don Davis – approved 
unanimously.

Category C – None

Special Grant requests – None


Other New Business – A brief discussion on background checks for CERT members 
was held.  The question was in reference to certain mission duties (shelter operations or 
dealing with small children) and if there was a requirement for a background check.  
Chairman Austin explained the current council policy.  The policy is that background 
checks for any CERT member, regardless of mission assignment, is the responsibility of 
the sponsoring agency and done at the agency/municipality’s expense.  Chief Arciero, the 
Police Chief of Canton explained the process used in Canton to obtain background 
checks based on Canton’s policy.  The statewide council policy remains as stated above. 

Chairman Austin reminded the council that both FY2012 and FY2013 were closing out 
this summer.  FY2012 currently shows $44,000 expended of the $100,000 approved – 
completion reports must be submitted by July 1, 2015 and the grant closes August 31, 
2015.  FY2013 currently shows $0 expended of the $85,000 approved – completion 
reports must be submitted by August 1, 2015 and the grant closes August 31, 2015.

Chairman Austin discussed the motion made at the February 19, 2015 council meeting 
for the chairman to research the feasibility of the council 
sponsoring a train-the-trainer 
class in strategic planning for CERT team sponsors.  He stated that the Medical Reserve 
Corps would be included in this type of training.  He also explained that a “special grant” 
could be used for this type of training.  On the question of who would conduct the 
training, Chairman Austin stated that he would not conduct the class as he considered it 
to be a conflict of interest since he was involved in the decision.
Regional Council Updates: 

Paul Gibb advised the EOC Interface (EOC 191) scheduled for Saturday, February 21st 
had to be cancelled.  Ridgefield and Warren completed the damage assessment class.

Norma Peterson reported that a joint recognition dinner was held at the Service 
Country Fair.  The Region 1 CERT shelter training and exercise was held on March 14, 
2015.

Joel Severance gave a SART statewide update and the need for a lifting harness.

Don Davis announced that Region 3 CERT teams east of the Connecticut River are 
planning this year’s annual picnic.


Gary Ruggiero stated that 40 persons were in the Torrington EOC Class.

Chairman Bill Austin closed the meeting by thanking the members of the Statewide 
Citizen Corps Council and all the individual CERT and Medical Reserve Corps team 
members across Connecticut for their support and service to the citizens of their towns 
and the state.  Over the past nine and a half years the CERT has grown to 
almost 7,000 
members statewide and the Medical Reserve Corps has grown to almost 
3,000 
members.  Chairman Austin stated how proud he was to serve as the first 
chairperson all 
these years and thanked everyone for their interest and continuing support 
of this great 
volunteer effort.  Chairman Austin stated that it was a great honor to serve on 
the 
council and certainly will always be one of his fondest memories.  
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 pm on a motion by Don Janelle and seconded by Joel Severance.  Motion passed unanimously.
Next Meeting Date: April 16, 2015 
Future meeting dates for 2015:  May 21; June 18; July 16; August – NO MEETING; September 17, October 15th; November 19th; and December 17th.
	CERT OPERATIONAL STATUS (Cumulative Training Record)

	Effective date 3-19-2015




LEVEL 1

DATE-approved
Line #
Municipality
# Personnel
Region

RPO

11 21 14
1
Seymour
25

2

South Central




3-19-15

2
Tolland

25

3

CRCOG

3 20 15

3
East Haddam
20

3

CRCOG

4-23-15

4
Manchester
25

1

CRCOG


4-7-15

5
Newington
25

2

CRCOG

9-11 14

6
East Hampton
25

3

CRCOG




9-27 14

7
Burlington
25

3

CRCOG

10 1 14

8
East Hartford
25

3

CRCOG


11 1 14

9
Ridgefield
20

5

Housatonic

1 16 15

10
Weston
SART
25

1

SWRPA


10 21 14
11
Redding
10

5

Housatonic

2-15 15

12
Bridgeport
15

2

Greater Bridgeport

4-11-15

13
EllingtonVSS
25

3

CRCOG

Total




290

LEVEL 2

Date class began

1-15 15

1
Hamden Reg
14

2

South Central

3-19-15

2
Canton

25

3

CRCOG

3-19-15

3
Fairfield
11

1

SWRPA

3-19-15

4
Bethany
20

2

South Central

8 1 14

5
Bristol A
25

3

CRCOG

8 1 14

6
Bristol B
25

3

CRCOG

3-19-15

7
Hamden HS
19

2

South Central

10 17 14
8
Hartford
25

3

CRCOG

3-19-15

9
Hamden MS
14

3

South Central

3-19-15

10
Windsor
20

3

CRCOG

3-19-15

11
REG 1-2 MR
25

2

South Central

3-19-15

12
Harwinton
15

5

Northwest Hills

Total




238

LEVEL 3 (FULLY TRAINED)

Month/day last posted

4 12

1
Andover
19

3

CRCOG

4 13

2
Ansonia

12

2

South Central



3
Avon

28

3

CRCOG

7 12

4
Beacon Falls
44

5

NVCOG

11 13

5
Berlin

4

3

CRCOG

7 12

6
Bethany
25

2

South Central

12 12

7
Bethel

33

5

Housatonic

9 13

8
Bolton

25

3

CRCOG



9
Branford
25

2

South Central

12 18

10
Bridgeport
200

1

Greater Bridgeport

11 13

11
Bristol

50

3

CCRPA

11 12

12
Burlington
21

3

CRCOG



13
CTSART3
105

3

CRCOG

4 12

14
Canterbury
15

4

Litchfield Hills

1 14

15
Canton

25

3

CRCOG

5 12

16
Chaplin-Hamp
15

4

Windham

4 14

17
Colebrook
15

5

North West Hills



18
Colchester
22

4

Southeastern

5 12

19
Coventry
16

4

Windham

10 13

20
Danbury
113

5

Housatonic



21
Danbury HAM
25

5

Housatonic

11 14

22
Durham
45

2

River COG



23
Eastern CSU
24

4

Windham

3 14

24
East Haddam
62

3

CRCOG

9 13

25
East Hampton
34

3

CRCOG

4 14

26
East Hartford
118

3

CRCOG



27
East Haven
71

2

South Central



28
East Lyme
58

4

Southeastern

5 14

29
Ellington
30

3

CRCOG

3 13

30
Enfield

81

3

CRCOG

2 12

31
ESPN

72

3

CCRPA

5 14

32
Fairfield
104

1

Greater Bridgeport

1-15

33
Farmington
75

3

CRCOG

1-15

34
Goshen

30

5

Litchfield Hills



35
Granby

20

3

CRCOG

6 14

36
Greenwich
48

1

Southwestern

11 13

37
Groton

40

4

Southwestern

5 14

38
Hamden
70

2

South Central

12 18

39
Hamden Teen
48

2

South Central

12 13

40
Hartford
75

3

CRCOG

6 14

41
Harwinton
10

5

North West Hills

5 12

42
Lebanon
13

4

Windham

5 13

43
Litchfield
25

5

Litchfield Hills

9 13

44
Manchester
146

3

CRCOG

6 12

45
Middletown
105

3

CRCOG

4 13

46
M-Wesleyan
110

3

CRCOG

11 11

47
Milford

33

2

South Central



48

11 14

49
Monroe
103

1

Greater Bridgeport



50
Montville
22

4

Southeastern

10 13

51
Naugatuck
38

5

NVCOG



52
New Britain
25

3

CCRPA

12 18

53
New Canaan
142

1

Southwest

5 13

54
NC/Wilton
25

1

Southwest

12 13

55
New Haven
98

2

South Central

2 14

56
Newington
75

3

CRCOG



57
New London
20

4

Southeastern

10 12

58
New Milford
53

5

Housatonic

1 14

59
Newtown
50

5

Housatonic

9 12

60
Northeast CERT
51

4

North East

12 13

61
Orange

55

2

South Central



62
Portland
30

3

CRCOG

1 12

63
Prospect
61

5

NVCOG

7 13

64
Redding
53

5

Housatonic

5 13

65
RHAM

48

5

Housatonic

5 14

66
Ridgefield
161

5

Housatonic



67
Ridgefield SART
15

5

Housatonic



68
Rocky Hill-Vets
24

3

CRCOG



68A
Scotland
4

4

Windham

4 13

69
Seymour
25

2

River COG

5 12 

70
Somers

26

3

CRCOG

6 14

71
Southbury
18

5

NVCOG

1-15

71A
South Windsor
50

3

CRCOG

4 13

72
Southington
131

3

CCRPA

9 13

73
Stamford
55

1

Southwest

12 13

74
Stafford
50

3

CRCOG



75





2 13

76
Stratford
26

1

Greater Bridgeport



77
Thomaston
22

5

NVCOG

1-15

77A
Tolland

27

3

CRCOG

1-15

78
Torrington
147

5

Litchfield Hills



79

12 13

80
Univ-New Haven 78

2

South Central

5 14

81
Vernon

52

3

CRCOG

11 12

82
VSEMA

50

2

River COG

6 14

83
Warren

15

5

Northwestern



84
Waterbury 2
7

5

NVCOG



85
Waterford/EL
58

4

Southeastern

11 14

86
West Haven
56

2

South Central

3 12

87 
West Hartford
30

3

CRCOG



88
Weston

31

1

Southwest

5 13

89
Westport
106

1

Southwest

5 12

90
Windham
15

4

Windham



91



92

1 12

93
Windsor Locks
22

3

CRCOG

4 12

94
Windsor
20

3

CRCOG

5 12

95
Willington
20

4

Windham

11 13

96
Wilton

98

5

Southwest

10 11

97
Wolcott

16

5

NVCOG



98
Woodbury
38

5

NVCOG

Total




4,816

LEVEL 4 (Trained – not assigned)


1
Andover

18

3


2
Bloomfield

15

3


3
Bristol


15

3


4
Berlin


1

3


5
1st CT FG

110

3


6
1st CT HG

119

3


7
2ndCT FG

32

3


8
2ndCT HG

40

5


9
Tolland


50

3


10
East Hartford

108

3


11
East Hartford–Housing
22

3


12
Ellington

8

3


13
Fairfield

11

1


14
Hamden

27

2


15
Hamden – Teen
7

2


16
Hartford

68

3


17
Harwinton

18

5


18
Litchfield

1

5


19
Manchester

141

3


20
Milford


7

1


21
Mohegan Sun

165

4


22
Monroe

7

1


23
New Canaan

144

1


24
New Haven

1

2


25
New Milford

15

5


26
Northeast

74

4


27
North West CC

119

5


28
Orange


12

2


29
Putnam

16

4


30
Quinnipiac Univ
15

2


31
RHAM Video

24

3


32
Ridgefield

9

5


33
Southbury

22

5


34
Southington

13

3


35
Stamford

8

1


36
Torrington HS

20

5


37
Univ of New Haven
23

2


38
Wallingford

20

2


39
West Hartford

4

3


40
Woodbridge

16

2


41
WINCOG

70

4

Total




1615
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