Connecticut Statewide Citizen Corps Council

Advisory Committee Minutes
May 21, 2015
Attendees: William Shea (DEMHS Deputy Commissioner); John Warren (DEMHS Operations Manager); Paul Gibb ( Litchfield Hills); Joel Severance (RiverCOG); Don Janelle (CEMA); Don Davis (CRCOG); Norma Peterson (Fairfield); Joanna Rogalski (NVCOG); Gary Ruggiero (DEMHS)

Call to Order: John Warren called the meeting to order at 2:05 p.m. followed by introductions. 
Public Comments: none
Guest Speaker:  Commissioner Shea spoke to the Council and updated the Council on the Agency update.  The Commissioner also provided an update on plans for the Council moving forward.

Approval of Meeting Minutes:  A motion to approve the March 19, 2015 meeting minutes was made by Don Janelle and seconded by Joel Severance – approved unanimously.       
Old Business  

Correspondence:  None

DEMHS Report:  Commissioner updated Council on Everbridge use and DEMHS created ListServ to contact Emergency Management Directors Statewide.  One of the dates for this year’s EPPI 2015 in October will be moved due to a conflict with the CCM Conference for Towns Chief Elected Officials.

American Legion Report:  No report.
New Business 

Category A: None

Category A Foundation;  Torrington CERT approved for $700 for a class of 12 expected to start June 10; (motion by Joel Severance, second by Norma Peterson – approved unanimously);  

Burlington CERT request for $1,000 for a class of 25 starting April 18 was denied (motion to deny by Don Janelle, second by Don Davis – motion passed one opposed.  Applicant to resubmit with clarification.)
Category B: Wilton approved for $336.90 for (15) HAM Radio License Manuals for upcoming class (motion by Don Janelle, second by Joel Severance – motion passed unanimously); 


Category C – None
Special Grant requests – Durham approved for $2,145 for Large Animal Capture and Restraint harness for their DART / SART Team (motion by Don Janelle, second by Don Davis – motion passed one opposed.  Approval is to be on a one time purchase);  

Citizen Corps approved to purchase 500 CERT backpacks on Gary Ruggiero request (motion by Norma Peterson, second by Joel Severance – approved unanimously)
Statewide Operational Update: Updates and changes were made to applicable operational 
levels.  

Other New Business – Discussion followed regarding that both FY2012 and FY2013 Grants were closing this summer, 7/31/15 and 8/31/15 respectively.  Monies need to be spent down soon or reallocated.  Deputy Commissioner Shea said he would be setting up a conference call very soon with the Council to discuss these budget items.  Several members had suggestions of items to purchase for all teams and also courses to be delivered.  These suggestions are to be forwarded to Gary Ruggiero or John Warren to be brought up in the conference call.
Paul Gibb, representing the Northwest Hills Council of Governments, noted that one reason for the large surplus of 2012 and 2013 funds was the Statewide Council’s revision the CC Grant guidelines regarding equipment purchases in 2011.  Those revisions significantly reduced the amount of funding available to each local CERT for equipment purchases and narrowly restricted the type of items that could be purchased for local CERT teams.  Commissioner Shea stated DEMHS would look into the issue of the surplus-causing effects of the revisions to the equipment program
Regional Council Updates: 

Paul Gibb advised that an attempt was made by him to get the Teams in the Northwest Hills together for a meeting.  No one available for the dates selected but will be reaching out again soon.


Don Janelle advised that the Manchester Team did a SWOT analysis and found that the Team members wanted to do more.  He will be setting up Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA) Training for his members.

Joel Severance reported that CERT played a large part in a recent Exercise in Durham.  The Exercise had an approximate 125 participants including CERT.


Gary Ruggiero reported that contact was made with Chief Allyn, West Hartford Fire Chief and Emergency Management Director, and the West Hartford CERT would be making identification badges again for CERT Teams.  They had a problem with the equipment, it is being repaired and should be available soon.
Deputy Commissioner Shea briefed on training classes provided by DEMHS staff.  Classes delivered on nights and or on weekends must have a minimum of 25 students.  This is mainly being fiscally responsible as these classes require overtime by DEMHS Instructors.
John Warren briefed on the new WebEOC boards and where that project stands.  A discussion also followed on the Resource List.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 4:01 pm on a motion by Don Janelle and seconded by Joel Severance.  Motion passed unanimously.
Next Meeting Date:  June 18, 2015 
Future meeting dates for 2015:  June 18; July 16; August – NO MEETING; September 17, October 15th; November 19th; and December 17th.
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