
Connecticut Statewide Citizen Corps Council

Advisory Committee Minutes
September 17, 2015
Attendees: Jonathan Best (DPH); Don Davis (CRCOG); Mary Rose Duberek (DESPP/DEMHS 3); John Field (DESPP/DEMHS 2); Thomas Gavaghan (DESPP/DEMHS 3); Carla Iezzi (DESPP/DEMHS 4), Don Janelle (CEMA); Jim Larkin (NECCOG); Thomas Lenart (DESPP/DEMHS 2); Katherine McCormack (MRC); Henry Pasczuk (DESPP/DEMHS 5); Norma Peterson (Fairfield); Theresa Peterson (DESPP); Susan Prosi (WestCOG/SW Region); Joanna Rogalski (NVCOG); Gary Ruggiero (DESPP/DEMHS); Joel Severance (R-2 CERT); Rita Stewart (DESPP/DEMHS); Jeff Williams (SECCOG); thomas Vannini (DESPP/DEMHS 5)  
Via Phone: Mark Amatrudo (Wilton); Paul Gibb (NHCOG); Bob Kenny (DESPP/DEMHS 1)
Call to Order: Thomas Gavaghan, CCC Co-Chair called the meeting to order at 2:03 p.m. 
Public Comments: none
Approval of Meeting Minutes:  A motion to approve the July 16, 2015 meeting minutes was made by John Field and seconded by Don Janelle – approved unanimously after minor revision to correct a typo.       
Old Business  
· Correspondence:  None

· DESPP/DEMHS Report: 
Gary Ruggiero reported on the following:
· November 14 and 21 will be the CERT Train the Trainer program at Brainard.

· The 2015 EPPI is Saturday, October 17th and Wednesday, October 21st.  Emphasis on a natural weather event and school security component.  Towns playing on Saturday will simulate that it is a school day.

Rita Stewart reported on the following:

· Provided a FY 2015 Citizen Corps Program funding handout and the current log of applications and approvals 
· FY 2013 will be closed out with the equipment purchases made through  CRCOG

· FY 2014 the original budget is $85,000, FY 2015 is  $75,000  
· Request was made by Norma Peterson to receive information on how much money is paid out by category.

New Business 
· Category A: Training Grant
A 
 CRCOG requesting on behalf Manchester Teen CERT - requesting $ 1,000, expected project start date:  October 1, 2015 25 participants
A 
CRCOG requesting on behalf of East Hartford - requesting $1,000, expected project start date:  September, 2015 25 participants
A
Northwest Hills requesting on behalf of Northwest Hill CERT - requesting $1,000, expected project start date:  October 7, 2015 20 particiapnts
A 
CRCOG requesting on behalf of Canton - rescinded.
A motion for approval by Don Janelle and seconded by Jim Larkin, – motion approved with 2 abstentions (Tom Vannini and John Field).
· Category B: Advanced Training  - None
· Category C: Planning Grant:

C 
CRCOG request for 3,000 for the time period July 2015 –December 2015.
· Category D: Equipment- None
A motion for approval was made by Gary Ruggiero and seconded by Don Davis– approved unanimously. 

Grant reminders discussion:

· Grants need to be approved prior to the start date of the class.  The regional council for Region 3 CRCOG meets quarterly so grant requests need to be timed appropriately for Region 3 CERTs.
· Category C Planning Grants have to be applied for every six months.  Planning grants are up to $3000, if the regional planning council does not need $3000 than they should only request what they expect to use.

· All grant applications need to be into DEMHS Grants two weeks prior to the Statewide Citizen Corps meeting to be eligible for approval during the CCC meeting.  

Statewide Operational Update: Updates and changes were made to applicable levels.  See attached charts.

Other Business/Discussion: 
· Regional Planning Organization annual report
· The CCC will develop a standardized report format for the Regional Planning Organizations to report on the CERT activity in their region annually.  A detailed annual report will demonstrate how Citizen Corps funds are spent and should include information on number of teams, number of members per team, training, exercises, emergency activations, etc. Norma, Sue and Mary Rose volunteered to work on a draft template for CCC approval.
· Annual Loyalty Oath 

· Some CERT programs are experiencing difficulty in administering the loyalty oath on an annual basis.  This requirement was put into place to make sure individuals were fully trained and capable to the job they were being activated for.  This requirement stands and is meant to protect the CERT member, the town and the State.

· Voting Members 

· The by-laws changed the voting membership.  See attached.
· Strategic Planning 
·  CCC members have requested a strategic planning class.  DEMHS will look into it.

· CERT Flyers
· There are currently no funds to print CERT flyers to use for recruitment at local events.  CERTs have been printing off flyers but would like to look into professional quality flyers for outreach.  CERTs can get free brochures through FEMA and there printable ones on the CERT train the trainer disc.

· Marketing Subcommittee

· Sue Prosi and Don Janelle 

· CERT Equipment/ID Apparel

· Distribution of the recently purchased equipment and apparel will be conducted through the Regional Coordinators to municipalities with active CERTs.

· Budget

· Will be added to October agenda.

· List of Trainers

· DEMHS maintains the list of certified trainers.  Towns want access to the trainer list. DEMHS will work with the list of trainers to address confidentiality issues and develop a current list for town use.
Regional Council Updates: 
Sue Prosi – WestCOG – Nothing to report due to summer vacations.

Joanne Rogalski – NVCOG – Nothing to report
Paul Gibb – NHCOG – Nothing to report.
Don Davis – CRCOG – at the last regional meeting the R3 Council approved 2 training classes.
Joel Severance – Region 2 CERT – Chester Hose Co. is hosting a Rescue Technician class on October 17, 18, 24, 25 and Nov 1.

Jeff Williams – SECCOG – Southeast has been very active in training.

Jim Larkin – NECCOG – nothing to report.

Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.

Next Meeting Date:  October 15, 2015 (SEOC)

Future meeting dates for 2015:  November 19th; and December 17th.
Voting Members as of October 2015
	Name
	Appointed by/Representing

	Co-Chair Thomas Gavaghan,  DEMHS Regional Coordinator
	DESPP/DEMHS Dep. Commissioner William Shea

	Co-Chair Mark Amatrudo (Wilton) Local Representative
	DESPP/DEMHS Dep. Commissioner William Shea

	Sue Prosi (WestCOG)
	REPT – Region 1

	Norma Peterson (Fairfield)_
	REPT – Region 1

	Joel Severance (Region 2 CERT)
	REPT – Region 2

	Jean Davies (RiverCOG) interim
	REPT – Region 2

	Don Davis (Ellington) ESF 16 Chair
	REPT – Region 3

	Pending
	REPT – Region 3

	Jim Larkin (NEECCOG)
	REPT – Region 4

	Jeff Williams (SECCOG)
	REPT – Region 4

	Paul Gibb (Northwest Hills)
	REPT – Region 5

	Joanna Rogalski (NVCOG)
	REPT – Region 5

	Don Janelle (Manchester)
	CEMA

	Katherine McCormack (CR-MRC)
	MRC

	Robert Kenny, Regional Coordinator
	DEMHS Region 1

	John Field, Regional Coordinator
	DEMHS Region 2

	Mike Caplet, Regional Coordinator
	DEMHS Region 4

	Thomas Vannini, Regional Coordinator
	DEMHS Region 5

	Mary Rose Duberek, EMPS
	DEMHS Planner

	Gary Ruggiero, Trainer
	DESPP/DEMHS Citizen Corps Coordinator
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