

  Connecticut Statewide Citizen Corps Council

Advisory Committee Minutes
July 17, 2014 
Attendees: William Austin (Chairman); Joel Severance (Region2); Virginia Mason
(COGCNV); Greg Martin (CCRPA); Norma Peterson (Fairfield CCC); Mary Rose Duberek (DEMHS); Don Davis (CRCOG ESF-16); David Hannon (HVCEO); Gary Ruggiero (DEMHS); Debbie Dileone (Hamden CERT) and Bob Freeman (Hamden CERT)
Call to Order: Chairman Austin called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance and introductions. 
Public Comments: none
Guest Speaker:  none
Approval of Meeting Minutes:  A motion to approve the June 19, 2014 meeting minutes was made by Don Davis seconded by Norma Peterson – approved unanimously.       
Guest: none 
Report on State DEMHS Coordinating Council Meeting: No report
Old Business  

Correspondence:  Chairman Austin read correspondence received and sent.  
Informational messages through 2014 # 40 have been sent.

DEMHS Report: Gary Ruggiero reported that the CERT Weekend is tentatively 
scheduled for November 8-9, 2014 at the State Fire Academy.  Mr. Ruggiero also 
explained the CERT team activation process and had a general discussion on liability 
issues. 

American Legion Report:  No report 
Statewide Operational Update: Updates and changes were made to applicable levels.         
New Business    

DEMHS Category A:  

Bristol (Class A) approved for $1,000 for basic class of 25 beginning August 1, 2014

Bristol (Class B) approved for $1,000 for basic class of 25 beginning Sept. 1, 2014


South Windsor approved for $1,000 for basic class of 25 beginning August 1, 2014


East Hampton approved for $1,000 for a basic class of 25 beginning Sept. 11, 2014

A motion to approve these Category A funding request was made by Virginia Mason 
seconded by Joel Severance - approved unanimously.

Foundation Category A: none 

Category B: none

Category C

RiverCOG approved for $3,000 for period of July 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014 

CRCOG approved for $3,000 for period of July 1, 2014 to December 31, 2014

A motion to approve the Category C funding requests was made by Norma Peterson and 
seconded by Dave Hannon – approved unanimously.

Conference Update: Virginia Mason reported on this year’s 7th Annual Connecticut 
Citizen Corps Conference.  The conference will be a one-day event held on Thursday, 
October 16, 2014 at Water’s Edge Resort in Westbrook, Ct.  This year’s theme will be 
“The Citizen Responder – Making Communities Stronger” and will feature speaker Jeff 
Bauman, author of the book “Stronger” about his experiences in the continued recovery 
from the Boston Marathon bombing and he became the face of the event in the national 
news.  This is a dramatic and heart-warming presentation that you will not want to miss.   
Virginia Mason (CERT) and Katherine McCormack (MRC) are the co-chairs of this 
year’s planning committee and are building a great program.  Virginia also reported that 
Governor Malloy is being invited again this year, as are a host of other VIPS and award 
winners.  Committed sponsors thus fare include CL and P; Connecticut Emergency 
Management Association; Metropolitan Medical Response System; New Britain 
Emergency Medical Services and a Medical Reserve Training Grant (thru Yale 
University).


Meeting with Commissioner Shea and Director Hackett: Chairman Austin gave a 
report on his meeting with Commissioner Shea and Director Hackett.  The meeting 

occurred on July 15th at DEMHS and was very productive.  A number of items were 
discussed including the Citizen Corps By-Laws, their application and process for 
updating; submitting an updated council voting list; the need for a co-chair for the 
council, which the Commissioner would appoint; submission of the monthly meeting 
agenda and minutes for inclusion on the website; posting of the meeting dates for the year 
and the process used; reduction in funding and amounts approved (FY2012 $100K, 
FY2013 $85K, and FY2014 $85K); CERT activation process and general liability issues; 
7th Annual Citizen Corps Conference (VIP invites, speakers, funding and donation 
process used with CRCOG Foundation, donors, and site location); and establishing a 
quarterly meeting with the Commissioner and Director for effective communications. 

Re-discuss the October 2014 Meeting Date: General discussion about the October 17th 
meeting date being on Friday and reconfirming the location North Haven for the new 
date.


Council Voting List: The council updated the official Citizen Corps Council Voting List 
as of July 17, 2014 with updated list to be forwarded to Dep. Commissioner’s Shea’s 
office at DEMHS


CERT Handbook: General discussion on handbook and timeline determined to allow 
for introduction at the annual conference on October 16th.  Final draft is due to Chairman 
Austin by Joel Severance by October 1, 2014.
Regional Council Updates: none
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.

Next Meeting Date: August – No Meeting
Future meeting dates for 2014:  September 18; October 17 at North Haven; November 20; and December 18th
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