Connecticut Statewide Citizen Corps Council

Advisory Committee Minutes
November 21, 2014
Attendees: William Austin (Chairman); Virginia Mason (COGCNV);Norma Peterson (Fairfield CCC); Gary Ruggiero (DEMHS); Don Davis (CRCOG) and Joel Severance (RiverCOG)
Call to Order: Chairman Austin called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance and introductions. 
Public Comments: none
Guest Speaker:  none
Approval of Meeting Minutes:  A motion to approve the September 18, 2014 meeting minutes and the October 17, 2014 meeting minutes was made by Joel Severance seconded by Norma Peterson – approved unanimously.       
Guest: none 
Report on State DEMHS Coordinating Council Meeting: Meeting cancelled in October.
Old Business  

Correspondence:  Chairman Austin read correspondence received and sent.  
Informational messages through 2014 # 77 have been sent.

DEMHS Report: Gary Ruggiero reported that the CERT Weekend, November 8, 2014 
at the State Fire Academy.  Mr. Ruggiero reported an excellent experience with 151 
students at the event. 

American Legion Report:  No report 
Statewide Operational Update: Updates and changes were made to applicable levels.  
New Business 

Policy Discussion on Quorum Requirements – The council had an extended 
discussion on the policy to follow when a quorum was not present for a meeting.  
Regulatory requirements built into the funding requirements require that a class cannot 
begin until approved by the Statewide Council.  Classes that begin the before 
approval is received forfeit their right to claim class expenses for reimbursement.  
The 
requirement mandates that grants be approved by the council on a monthly basis.  
The 
following motion was made in reference to this discussion and problem resolution:

Motion:  A motion was made Joel Severance and seconded by Norma Peterson 
 
to amend The Bylaws of Connecticut Citizen Corps Advisory Committee….. Article 
2, Section 2.1 Number, Election, and Qualification, bullet 4 from 18 representatives 
to 14 representatives; amend Article 2, Section 2.10 Quorum, from the Chair and 6 
members to the chair and 4 members and to add a second sentence to Article 2, 
Section 2.10 Quorum, that reads “In the event there are time sensitive documents 
that require immediate action, the quorum requirement shall be suspended and a 
majority vote of the members present will prevail”.  Motion approved unanimously.

DEMHS Category A:  A discussion pertaining to Category A grants and funding all 
eligible grant applications being funded through the CRCOG Foundation until those 
funds are expended.  The CL&P grants (administered through the CRCOG Foundation) 
expire in early 2015, with the requirement to refund any unexpended funds at that time.

Motion: A motion was made by Virginia Mason and seconded by Joel Severance to 
which read “All Category A grants in the CL&P service area requiring funding will 
be approved as Category A Foundation grants until such time that all funds are 
expended to comply with CL & P funding restrictions requiring funding to be 
expended or encumbered by April 1, 2015 or returned to CL&P”.   Motion approved
unanimously

Category A: New Canaan request for backpacks only – motion for approval by Don 
Davis and second by Virginia Mason – Motion approved unanimously

Foundation Category A


Seymour approved for $1,000 for a basic class of 25 beginning November 26, 2014

A motion to approve these Category A funding request was made by Virginia Mason 
seconded by Gary Ruggiero - approved unanimously.

Category B: 

Monroe approved for $1,000 for responder disabilities training class beginning 
December 10, 2014.  Motion to approve was made by Virginia Mason and seconded by 
Norma Peterson – approved unanimously.

Category C – 

Western CTCOG for $3,000 for administrative activities in support of CERT Program 
in Region – Motion to approve was made by Virginia Mason and seconded by Joel 
Severance – approved unanimously. 
Regional Council Updates: Joel Severance discussed the requirements for CT-SART CERT 
training and had a question about obtaining the close out information on the previous 
year’s grant reimbursements to CERT teams
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm.

Next Meeting Date: December 18, 2014 in New Haven
Future meeting dates for 2014:  January 15, 2015; February 19, 2015; March 19, 2015; April 16, 2015; May 21; June 18; July 16; August – NO MEETING; September 17, October 15th; November 19th; and December 17th.
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