Connecticut Statewide Citizen Corps Council

Advisory Committee Minutes
January 15, 2015
Attendees: William Austin (Chairman); Gary Ruggiero (DEMHS); Paul Gibb ( Litchfield Hills); Susan Prosi (SWRPA); Joel Severance (RiverCOG); Paul Gibb (Litchfield Hills); Art McLean (AmerLegion); Richard Rampone (AmerLegion); Don Janelle (CEMA); Don Davis (CRCOG); Simone Mason and Arthur Bosley (Ansonia)
Call to Order: Chairman Austin called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. followed by the pledge of allegiance and introductions. 
Public Comments: none
Guest Speaker:  none
Approval of Meeting Minutes:  A motion to approve the December 18, 2014 meeting minutes was made by Joel Severance and seconded by Paul Gibb – approved unanimously.       
Guest: none 
Old Business  

Correspondence:  Chairman Austin read correspondence received and sent.  
Informational messages through 2015 # 2 have been sent.

DEMHS Report: Gary Ruggiero reported that initial planning had taken place on the 
June 2015 Exercise.  The exercise will involve a ship incident in the Long Island Sound 
and may involve the use of some CERT teams for such missions as reunification and 
accountability.  Gary also asked everyone to remember to order CERT manuals 5-6 
weeks ahead of time. 
The State does not stock CERT manuals – preorder the manuals 
and they will be shipped free to your address.  Manuals in Spanish are also available, but 
require 10-12 weeks lead time for printing.

American Legion Report:  No report 
Statewide Operational Update: Updates and changes were made to applicable levels.  
New Business 

The Council discussed and issued a clarification of the Category A and Category B 
grants.  Both are being funded at $1,000 during the current fiscal year (FY2012).  
Category A can be used multiple times during the year to conduct CERT Basic 
Training.  Category B can only be used once a year to fund advanced mission related 
training by each municipality (with the exception that medical related training of any type 
is no longer eligible for grant funding and must be handled by the sponsoring agency or 
municipality.

Category A: Hamden CERT MS approved for $1,000 for a class of 25 students starting 
3-18-2015; Hamden CERT HS approved for $1,000 for a class of 25 students starting 3-
9-2015; Hamden Regular CERT Class approved for $1,000 for a class of 25 students 
starting 2-11-2015; and Weston CERT for backpack’s only; – motion for approval 
by Don Davis and seconded by Sue Prosi – motion approved unanimously.

Category A Foundation; Windsor Locks approved for $1,000 for a class of 20 students 
starting 2-1-2015; and Region 1 (Multi-region) CERT Class for $1,000 for a class of 25 
students starting 3-1-2015 - A motion to approve these Category A funding request was 
made by Sue Prosi and seconded by Don Davis - approved unanimously.

Category B: East Hampton approved for $1,000 for a class of 25 students starting 2-1-
2015 for a Special Needs/disability training class in emergency situations – motion for 
approval by Joel Severance and seconded by Simone Bosley – motion approved 
unanimously.

Category C – CRCOG approved for $3,000 for period of Jan 2015 thru June 30, 2015; 
RIVERCOG approved for $3,000 for period of Jan 2015 thru June 30, 2015 – A motion 
for approval was made by Don Davis and seconded by Simone Bosley – approved 
unanimously. 
Regional Council Updates: 

Sue Prosi discussed the new technology and education funding process in Region 1 
and how the emergency support functions were integrating training opportunities; 
disability training in Region 1 in December 2014; How the region used trainers from 
Harvard University for their management training; and issues with school security 
training in reference to active shooter training.

Paul Gibb discussed the successful damage assessment class recently held in 
Winsted and the enthusiasm for the WEBEOC classes being conducted in the region.


Don Davis reported that the WEBEOC class was conducted in Ellington with 19 
students on December 13, 2015; the regional CRCOG Citizen Corps Council voted 
at its January 5, 2015 meeting to begin meeting every other month in the odd months of 
the year; and Don explained the regional “CERT Ambassador” training 
program used 
in the Hartford and Bristol areas.
Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 3:35 pm.

Next Meeting Date: February 19, 2015 
Future meeting dates for 2015:  March 19, 2015; April 16, 2015; May 21; June 18; July 16; August – NO MEETING; September 17, October 15th; November 19th; and December 17th.
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