
 

KKeeyy  TThhrreeaattss  
2015 Wildlife Action Plan Revision 
 

Residential and Commercial Development 
 Loss, degradation, or fragmentation of habitats from development or changes in land use 

 Loss of coastal habitat due to development 

 Loss to development of buffers around streams, vernal pools, wetlands, and key habitats that may provide 

migration corridors 

 Loss of large forest blocks (e.g. 2000+ acres) with unbroken canopy due to fragmentation through development 

 Loss of cold water habitat and cold hilltop microclimate 

 Degradation of habitat due to impacts of new roads, impervious surfaces, and culverts 

 Loss of warm season grasslands 

 Loss of pollinator habitat to turf 

 

Agriculture and Aquiculture 
 Loss of water quality and aquatic habitat due to farm field runoff 

 Loss of water quantity due to agricultural use 

 

Energy Production and Mining 
 Adverse effects from construction of energy production and energy transport facilities (power plants, pipelines, 

windmills, transmission corridors). 

 

Transportation and Service Corridors 
 Mortality of GCN species (especially amphibians and reptiles) on roads 

 Habitat fragmentation from transportation and service corridors 

 Adverse effects from materials used winter road treatment 

 Degradation of water quality and modification of water flow due to transportation 

 

Biological Resource Use 
 Illegal collection and poaching of plant and animal species  

 

Human Intrusions and Disturbance 
 Intrusion of dogs and cats in natural areas 

 Degradation of habitats from off-road vehicles, boats, jet-skis, etc. 

 Degradation of habitats from blazing of unauthorized trails 

 

Natural Systems Modifications 
 Loss of early successional habitat to natural succession 

 Loss and degradation of shoreline habitat due to modification (e.g. armoring, seawalls, riprap) 

 Lack of stand age, structural diversity, and understory diversity among upland forest 

 Lack of fire needed to maintain certain habitats 



 

 Adverse effects of barriers to upstream habitats (dams, culverts, tide-gates, etc.). 

 Adverse effects of consumptive draws of surface or ground water  

 Loss of coldwater habitat due to warming from habitat modification such as wetlands filling, impoundment, 

beaver dams, and removal of riparian vegetation. 

 Adverse effects of dredging, ditiching, drawdowns and other water body modifications 

 

Invasive and Other Problematic Species, Genes, and Diseases 
 Degradation of habitat from exotic and invasive insects and plants 

 Impacts to wildlife populations by emerging diseases  

 Depredation of wildlife and degradation of habitat by exotic, domestic, or nuisance animals 

 Encroachment of invasive nonnative plants and animals on critical habitats 

 Degradation of habitat from over browsing by deer 

 

Pollution 
 Effects of residual contaminants in sediments and water such as nutrients, herbicides, and pesticides 

 Adverse effects of hypoxia and other water quality impairments due to eutrophication 

 

Climate Change and Severe Weather 
 Disruption of wildlife and plant life cycles due to changes in phenology of co-dependent species  

 Degradation and loss of low-lying habitats from sea level rise and salt water incursion 

 

Resource Management Challenges 
 Insufficient staffing in fish and wildlife agencies to implement wildlife conservation 

 Insufficient staffing in fish and wildlife agencies for successional planning which would ensure continuity of 

wildlife conservation 

 Insufficient resources to maintain and enhance wildlife habitat 

 Insufficient scientific knowledge regarding wildlife, fish, and their habitats 

 Insufficient or inappropriate habitat management or modification on public and private lands 

 Insufficient wildlife conservation and management at a regional level. 

 

Education and Outreach Challenges 
 Public indifference towards conservation 

 Promotion and persistence of inaccurate wildlife myths 

 

Administrative Challenges 
 Public policy focused on goals and interests that adversely affect wildlife and natural resource conservation 

 Need for more effective policy to protect resources 

 Insufficient data exchange and coordination among the public, government, and scientific communities 

 Insufficient law enforcement

 


