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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

79 ELM STREET HARTFORD, CT 06106-5127

PHONE: 860-424-3001

December 9, 2010

RE: Funds Available for Diesel Reduction Projects

Dear Interested Parties,

The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has received approximately
$234,000 in federal funding to reduce diesel emissions in the state. These funds are authorized under the
Diesel Emissions Reduction Act (DERA) and are administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA). In tough economic times, these funds provide a great opportunity to support green
technologies while addressing the public health and environmental concerns posed by diesel emissions in
Connecticut.

DEP is looking for proposals from municipalities, organizations and individuals for diesel
reduction projects that are environmentally and economically beneficial, while having the ability to be
initiated promptly and completed quickly. To be consistent with DERA requirements, these funds must
be used to provide grants for projects that reduce diesel emissions.

Clean Diesel Projects Eligible for State Funding

Information regarding State DERA funding opportunities may be found at
http://www.epa.gov/cleandiesel/prgstate.htm#funding. Projects that can be expedited and completed
quickly will be prioritized for funding. Applicants should verify that there are no prohibitions or
restrictions on the use of federal funds for the proposed project. All interested parties must submit their
proposal on the enclosed form to DEP by January 19, 2011. This form can also be found on DEP’s
DERA Program page at: http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2688&q=438552&depNav GID= 1511.
Completed forms and inquiries should be directed to Patrice.Kelly@ct.gov.

Clean diesel projects eligible for state funding must fit one of the categories listed below:

Early replacement, or repower with EPA-certified engine configurations (varying incremental
costs);
Idle reduction technologies that are verified by EPA;
Retrofit technologies that are verified or certified by EPA or the California Air Resources Board
(CARB); and
Technologies from EPA’s Emerging Technologies List.

Applicants should be aware that DERA rules require that DEP grant funds directly to the owners
of either the equipment being controlled or the property on which an infrastructure project is being
installed. Furthermore, while a contractor or technology vendor may prepare and submit an application
on behalf of an owner, the owner who receives the grant is still obligated, under DERA rules, to conduct a
competitive procurement process for contractual services and/or technologies used on the project.

Proposals will be evaluated and ranked according to the extent of diesel emission reductions, cost
effectiveness (including the applicant’s ability to provide matching funds), and the project’s potential for
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expedient completion. The inclusion of an anti-idling education and outreach program as part of the
project will enhance the application. Communities, organizations or individuals applying for this program
will be given prioritization points based on the following criteria:

¯ In an EPA-designated non-attainment area for particulate matter (Fairfield or New Haven
Counties) (1 Point);

¯ In an environmental justice community (1 Point);
¯ Near transportation hubs or corridors (1 Point);
¯ In an urban area (1 Point); and
¯ Inclusion of anti-idling education and outreach (1 Point).

The more details you can provide in addressing the ranking criteria, the better DEP will be able to
evaluate your proposal. Awards require entering into a contract with the State of Connecticut and
compliance with state and federal contracting requirements.

National Funding Also Available

Even if the DEP does not use your idea for the state funding, we encourage eligible applicants to
apply for DERA funds available through a national competition that was announced November 2, 2010
with proposals due January 13, 2011. The request for proposals (RFP) and other details are posted on
EPA’s website at: http://www.epa.gov/otaq/diesel/prgnational.htm. Eligible entities include:

U.S. regional~ state, local or tribal agencies/consortia or port authorities with jurisdiction over
transportation or air quality; and
Nonprofit organizations or institutions that:

o represent or provide pollution reduction or educational services to people or
organizations that own or operate diesel fleets; or

o have, as their principal purpose, the promotion of transportation or air quality.

If you wish to propose a project or if you have additional questions regarding the availability of
funds for diesel reduction projects, please contact Patrice Kelly at Patrice.Kelly@ct.gov. In order for
Connecticut to make the best use of these funds, proposals must be submitted for DEP’s consideration no
later than January 19, 2011.

Yours truly,

Amey W. Marrella
Commissioner
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Proposals for Use of State DERA Money for 
Diesel Reduction Projects 

 
INSTRUCTIONS:  
Complete all sections of this form. All proposals must be received by Wednesday, January 19, 

2011 to be considered.  Proposals should be submitted to the attention of Patrice Kelly at the 

Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) via e-mail at Patrice.Kelly@ct.gov, 

via fax at (860) 424-4063, or she can be contacted at (860) 424-3410. 
 

Eligible Use of Funding 

The funding allocated to the state may be used to fund grant programs for clean diesel projects.  

Please identify which of the following categories your project would qualify for: 

 

Categories Potentially Available for Funding:  
Please check those that apply 

Early replacement, or repower with certified engine 

configurations (varying incremental costs) 
 

Idle reduction technologies that are EPA verified  

Retrofit technologies that are EPA or CARB-certified or verified  

Technologies from EPA’s Emerging Technologies List   

 

Evaluation Criteria 

Proposals will be evaluated and ranked according to the extent of diesel emission reductions, cost 

effectiveness (including the applicant’s ability to provide matching funds), and the project’s 

potential for expedient completion.  Project ideas will be evaluated according to the following 

criteria developed to be consistent with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) 

priorities for this grant program. The more details you can provide in addressing these criteria, the 

better DEP will be able to evaluate your proposal.   

 

Evaluation Criteria: 
Please check those that apply 

In an EPA-designated non-attainment area for particulate 
matter (Fairfield or New Haven Counties) (1 point); 

 

In an environmental justice community (1 point);  

Near transportation hubs or corridors (1 point);  

In an urban area (1 point);  

Includes anti-idling education and outreach (1 point).  

Total Criteria Points Met:  
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Applicant Name:  

Organization Name:  

Address:  

City:  State:  Zip Code:  

Telephone:   Fax:  

E-Mail:  

 

 

Proposed Project Title: 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Summary: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Duration of Project Requested: 
 Project 

Start 
Date 

 
Project 

End 
Date 

 
Months 
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Proposed Project Budget:   

Please provide a list of the expenses for the proposed project. You may add line 

items as needed.  In addition, please provide a brief narrative explaining each line 
item expense being requested for the proposed project. 

Line Item: Cost 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Total Project Cost:  
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