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Draft Green Plan
2016 — 2020

Connecticut’s Comprehensive
Open Space Acquisition Strategy

Graham Stevens, Office Director

Constituent Affairs & Land Management

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection



General Statutes § 23-8

Must protect 21% of CT’s land base by 2023

State

320,576 ac.
Protected

673,210 ac.

2104 Partners

352,634 ac.

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection




General Statutes § 23-8

 Must update Green Plan every 5 years

 DEEP to work with DoAG, DPH, CEQ, municipalities,
regional planning agencies, and private non-profit
land conservation organizations

* Revised Green Plan will include many new
components

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection




New Components

* Pilot Public Use and Benefit Land Registry

Land Registry Parcel

Land Registry Property
Land Registry Parcel 3 o SESEE Sk

Grantor Ellen M. Foley
Date Acquired May 4, 1920 S |
Purchase Price 1.00 1 Natural Area Preserve

State Park Scenic Reserve

Encumbrance(s)

Easement(s)
Types of Protection
Survey Acres
Mapped Acres

Attachment
Deed Hami asset 138-081-076.pdf

Parcel File Hammonasset 138-081-076.

DEEP Property

D State Forest
D State Park

State Park Scenic Reserve

D State Park Trail

- - Natural Area Preserve
Zoom to . D Historic Preserve
™ dam D wildlife Area
CTDEEP | E o~
£ options ¥ Q Zoom to Clear Selection (C Refresh
Land Registry Parcel = Land Regisly

Grantor Date Acquired Purchase Price - Encumbrance(s) Easement(s) Types of Survey Acres Mapped Acres
Protection

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection



http://www.ct.gov/deep/openspace

Land Registry Pilot




New Components

* Highest priority potential acquisitions
 Permanent protection of State-owned lands

Connecticut Open Space
DOT Scenic Land Strips
1

Protected Open Space Mapping
Project




Draft Green Plan 2016-2020

5-year Action Strategy
Green Plan Background & Purpose
. Status of Open Space in CT

. Funding Programs & Partners

Purpose of, and Need for, Open Space

. ldentifying High-priority Lands for
Conservation

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection



Draft Green Plan Goal:
Increase DEEP acquisitions through 2020

B Actual goal
[_ 1 Needed to meet ideal acquisition goal
Property rights acquired associated with Kelda and Childs land transactions

Future acquisition pace
needed to meet goal
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108,920

Have
243,714 ac.
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5-year Action Strategy

Land Acquisition Priorities

A. Natural Waters & Drinking Water Resources
B. Areas Significant to the Coast
C. Natural Heritage Resources

D. Natural Resource-based Outdoor Recreation

Program Administration Priorities

. Strategize Acquisitions for Climate Change Resiliency
. Build Partnerships and Public Support for Open Space
. Improve Open Space Data and Tools

. Develop Strategies for Preserving in Perpetuity State Lands of
High Conservation Value

. Optimize State Acquisition and Grant Program Operations

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection



Green Plan Goal: 11,500 acres by 2020

Green Plan Conservation Focus Areas for land acquisition or protection
by DEEP and its partners through 2020

Conservation Focus Area

Acres

DEEP Acquisitions
(Ac.)

Partner Acquisitions
(Ac.)

Watershed Lands

5,000

1,500

3,500

(30% of total)

(70% of total)

Coastal Lands

1,000

300

700

(30% of total)

(70% of total)

Natural Heritage Resources

1,000

750

250

(75% of total)

(25% of total)

Other Natural Resource and
Recreation Lands Held by DEEP

2,500

2,500

(100% of total)

Recreational Trails

2,000

500

1,000

(25% of total)

(75% of total)

Totals

11,500

5,550

5,950

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection



Land Acquisition Priorities

A. Natural Waters & Drinking Water Resources

Free-flowing streams, headwater
and aquifer recharge areas,
floodplains

Protected and Unprotected
Core Forestland in Connecticut

2006 Forest Fragmentation
Small Core Forest (<250 acres)

- Medium Core Forest (250-500 acres)
- Large Core Forest (>500 acres)

- Protected Core Forest

Surface and aquifer lands,
including potential future
supplies

‘Aquifer Protectian Are

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection




Land Acquisition Priorities

B. Areas Significant to the Coast

or 3% of remaining
unprotected lands within the
State’s coastal boundary

[l coastal Boundary Extent

2010 Land Cover Type [ \on-forested Wetland
Agricuttural Field [l Other Grasses
Barren Land [ Tidal Wetland

Il coniterous Forest M utility Corridor

- Deciduous Forest Water

- Forested Wetland

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection




Land Acquisition Priorities

C. Natural Heritage Resources

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection




Land Acquisition Priorities

D. Natural Resource-based Outdoor Recreation

to
create or enhance urban open
spaces;

for

public fishing and other uses; _ _
to public hunting to expand the

current area available by 1%;
that close gaps in

the state’s major recreational

trails; to the State’s system of Parks,

Forests, and Wildlife Management Areas

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection




DEEP Program Administration Priorities

1. Prioritize the protection of lands for open space
that adapt natural resources for impacts from
climate change.




Program Administration Priorities

2. Work with Partners to leverage resources and
provide the public with comprehensive
information on open space.




Program Administration Priorities

3. Launch and enhance a statewide land registry pilot,
improve state open space data, and use data to
make better land protection decisions.

Connecticut Land Registry Pilot

ese®

Land Registry Parcel

Grantor Ellen M. Foley
Date Acquired May 4, 1920
Purchase Price 1.00
Encumbrance(s)

Easement(s)

Types of Protection

Survey Acres

Mapped Acres

Attachments:
138-081-076.pdf
Parcel File 138-081-076..

L] A "

Zoom to

.

0.4mi

i options ¥ © Zoom to (X Clear Selection (C Refresh

Land Registry Parcel | Land Registry Property | DEEP Property |

Grantor

Date Acquired Purchase Price «

CT DEEP |

Types of

Protection

Legend

Land Registry Parcel

Land Registry Property
State Park
State Park Scenic Reserve

Natural Area Preserve

DEEP Property
[ state Forest
[ state park
State Park Scenic Reserve
[ state park Trail
Natural Area Preserve

[ Historic preserve

[ witdife area

~ A

Survey Acres Mapped Acres

vome - Open Space - Planning
»add ~ | §daseman

n @ E
Legend

Connecticut Open Space
DOT Scenic Land Strips

Protected Open Space Mapping
Project

Federal

Land Trust

Municipal

private

State

Mapping not completed
Federal Open Space

[

3

P Property
State Forest
State Park

State Park Scenic Reserve

State Park Trail

Natural Area Preserve
Historic Preserve
widife Area

wildife Sanctuary

DEP Owned Waterbody
Water Access

Fiood Control

Fish Hatchery

Other

NEW MAP

@ save - = share & print | © Diections ¥ Measure B Bookmarks
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Program Administration Priorities

4. Work within DEEP and with other agencies to
develop strategies to permanently protect State lands

of high conservation value.
CGS Sec. 23-8d and e




Program Administration Priorities

5. Address State open space program processes to
improve acquisition planning, performance, and
partnerships.

The Green Plan
Guiding Land Acquisition and Protection in Ce
2007-2012

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OPEN SPACE AND WATERSHED LAND ACQUISITION

Partner Goal

State Goal

Total Open Space Goal State Acquisition Goal Municipal, Non-profit &
(21%) (10%) Water Co. Acquisition Goal
(11%)




DEEP Welcomes Your -
Feedback and Questions {
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B - Stakeholder Feedback is Needed

How should the existing Green Plan be enhanced?
How to address new components?

e Stay Engaged and Read the Draft Plan

Full version of the draft Plan, upcoming public
comment meetings & additional information:
www.ct.gov/deep/openspace
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http://www.ct.gov/deep/openspace

DEEP Welcomes Your

Feedback and Quest|ons
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Graham J. Stevens

860-424-4166
graham.stevens@ct.gov

o B e 8

Jamie L. Sydoriak
860-424-3143

|am|e svdorlak@ct gov
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