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Declaration of Regulation Change (15-01)

Under authority of Section 26-159a of the Comlecticut General Statutes and Section 26-159a-22
of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies, the Commissioner of Energy and Envirolm~ental
Protection is authorized to establish or adjust, by declaration, closed seasons, length limits, creel
limits, trip limits and trip limit adjustment values in order to comply with interstate fishery
management plans (FMP) adopted by fl~e Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC)
or the U.S. Departnrent of Conunerce (DOC).

In accordmace with the aforementioned authority, the foilowing sections of Departnrental
regulations are amended as specified on pages 2 tln’ough 9 of this Declaration.

Measures applying to American eel, American lobster, Atlantic menhaden, black sea bass,
bluefish, scup, spiny dogfish, smnmer flounder, tautog, weakfish and winter flounder are necessary
to maintain compliance with the mandatory provisions of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Conmaission fishery management plans adopted for these species under the Atlantic Coastal
Fisheries Cooperative Management Act. Measures applying to minimum lengths of northeast
groundfish species (p 2) are adopted consistent with Northeast Multispecies (groundfish) federal
fishery management plans adopted under the Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

Robert J. Klee
Commissioner



Declaration 15-01

26-142a-8a. Species restrictions. Subsection (b) Minimum Legal Length. -- is modified as
follows.

(b) Minimum Legal Length. No person shall possess ally fish taken by ally connnercial
fishing gear or for commercial purposes less than the lengths specified below measured
fi’om the tip of the snout to the end of the tail and, notwithstanding section 26-159a-4 of
the Regulations of Connecticnt State Agencies, no person shall bny, sell, offer for sale or
possess in a place where fish are offered for sale, ally of said species less than the lninimnm
legal length stated herein.
(1) Atlantic tomcod (fiostfish) (Microgadus tomcod) - 7 inches
(2) Tautog (blackflsh) (Tantoga onitis) - q4 l_f!6 inches
(3) Scup (porgy) (Stenotonms chrysops) - 9 inches
(4) Black sea bass (Centropristis striata) - 11 inches
(5) Winter flounder (Pseudopleuronectes mnericanus) - 12 inches
(6) Bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix) - 9 inches
(7) Summer flounder (fluke) (Paralichthys dentatas) - 14 inches
(8) Atlantic cod (Gadus morhua) - [,a~M~Maes] tile length specified in 50 CFR §

648.83 ,.~
(9) Weakfish (Cynoscion regalis) - 16 inches
(10) Yellowtail flounder (Pleuronectes fen~ugineus) - [4~4aehes] tile length SlleCified

in 50 CFR § 648.83(a)
(i 1) Haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus) - [~] tile len~,th specified ill 50

CFR § 648.83(a)
(12) Pollock (PollacNus virens) - [~] the len~oth specified in 5(I (:Fit §

648.83 a.~
(13) Witch flounder (Glyptocephalus cynoglossus) - [~] tile length Sllecified in

50 CFR § 648.83(a)
(14) American plaice (Hippoglossoides platessoides) - [~] the len~,th specified

in 51) CFR § 648.83(a)
(15) Redfish (Sebastes marilms) - [9~?adac-s] the length specified in 50 CFR §

648.83.t~
(16) Alnerican eel (Anguilla rostrata): 9 inches;
Any of said species less than the minimuln legal length taken by any corrmaercial fishing
gear shall, ~vithout avoidable injury, be returned immediately to the water from which
taken. No person on board any vessel engaged ill conmaercial fishing or landing species
taken by co~mnercial fishing gear shall possess any SUlmner flounder fillet less than the
minimuln total length for the species unless the carcass of tile fish fi’om which the fillet
was re~noved has been retained and meets the mininmm length. This subsection shall not
be construed to prevent filleting of fish on shore or at the dockside.
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Declaration 15-01

26-157c-1. Taking lobsters - general - is modified as follows.

26-157c-1.

(a)
Taking lobsters - general

Definitions

(4) "LMA" means any lobster management area as defined in the FMP.

(5) "LMA 6 nraxilnum length" means a carapace length of 5-1/4 inches.

(6) "LMA 6 minimum length" means a carapace length of [.’~5gq4q 3 3/8 inches.

26-159a-8. Winter flounder - is modified by the addition of the following restrictions.

Winter flounder.
(a) Commercial FisheLw Possession Limit.

(1)    No person engaged in commercial fishing shall possess or land winter flounder in
excess of 50 pounds or 38 fish, unless such fish were taken in federal waters under
a federal commercial fisheries northeast multispecies permit.

(2) The possession and landiugs limits specified in subdivision (1) of this subsection
shall apply to the vessel, regardless of how many persons are on board. Possession
and landing limits shall apply per trip or per day, whichever is the longer period of
time. Transfer of winter fiounder between vessels at sea is prohibited.

(3) Any winter flounder taken contrary to this section shall, without avoidable injury,
be returned inm~ediately to the water from which taken.

26-159a-9. Bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix). (c) Open Commercial Fishing Season and (d)
ColmnercialFishery Possession Limit are snperseded by the following restrictions.

Bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix).

(d) Commercial Fishe~T Possession Limit.
(1) No person engaged in commercial fishing shall possess or land bluefish in excess

of the following possession limits that are based on Connecticut’s amaual bluefish
quota specified in the Bluefish Fishery Management Plan of the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Cmnmission:
(A) during tile winter one period defiued herein as tile period betweea January 1 and

April 30, inclusive, the possession and landing limit shall be 1,000 pouuds, except
as provided in subparagraphs (D), (E) and (F) of this subdivisioa, aad tile period
target quota shall be 33% of Conaecticut’s anoual quota;

(B) during the summer period defined herein as the period between May 1 and
October 31, inclusive, the possession limit shall be 500 pounds, except as
provided in subparagraphs (D), (E) and (F) of tbis subdivision, and the
period target quota shall be 84% of Com~ecticut’s aimnal quota;

(c) during the winter two period defined herein as the period between
November 1 and December 31, inclusive, the possession limit shall be 1,000
pounds, except as provided in subparagraphs (D), (E) and (F) of this
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Declaration 15-01

(2)

(3)

subdivision, and the period target quota shall be 100% of Co~mecticut’s
annual quota;

(D) during each period the department shall nmnitor weekly landings and nray
periodically adjust the possession limit if less than or nrore than the period
target quota specified in snbparagraphs (A), (B) and (C) of this subdivision
is projected to be landed. Except as provided io subparagraph (E) of this
subdivision, the adjusted possession limit shall be calculated as (Q / T / W),
rounded to the nearest 100 pounds, where Q is the amount of Connecticut’s
annual quota remainiug in the period and T is the projected nunrber of
fishing trips per week landing sunnner flounder during the weeks remaining
in the period and W is the number of weeks remaining in the period;

(E) the possession limit shall not exceed 1,000 pounds at any time.
(F) when 100% of Colmecticut’s mmual quota is lauded the possession limit

shall be zero pounds.
The possession limits specified in subdivision (1) of this subsection shall apply to
the vessel, regardless of how many persons are on board. Possession limits shall
apply per trip or per day whichever is the longer period of time. Transfer of bluefish
between vessels at sea is prohibited.
Any bluefish taken contrary to this section shall, without avoidable injury, be
retnrned immediately to the water from which taken.

26-159a-10. Sununer flounder (Paralichthys dentatus) subsection (c) Conm~ercial Fishery
Possession Limit is superseded by the following restrictions.

Sulmner flollnder.

(c) Summer Flonnder Commercial Fishe~2� Possession Limit.

(1) No persoo engaged in commercial fishing shall possess or land summer flounder in
excess of the following possession limits that are based on Connecticut’s mmual
sunmrer flounder quota specified in the Summer Flounder Fishery Management
Plan of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Conmfission:
(A) during the winter one period defiued herein as the period between January 1 and

April 30, ioclusive, the possession and landing limit shall be 1,000 pounds per
week, except as provided in subparagraphs (D) and (E) of this subdivision, aud the
period target quota shall be 45% of Connecticut’s annual quota;

(B) during the sunmaer period defined herein as the period between May 1 and
October 31, iuclusive, the possession limit shall be 100 pounds, except as
provided in subparagraphs (D) and (E) of this subdivisioo, and the period
target quota shall be 95% of Connecticut’s annual qoota;

(C) tinting the winter two period defined herein as the period between
November 1 and December 31, inclusive, the possession limit shall be 100
pounds, except as provided in subparagraph (D) of this subdivision, and the
period target quota shall be i00% of Comaecticut’s annnal quota;
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(3)

(4)

(5)

(D) during each period the department shall monitor weekly landings and
periodically adjust the possession lilnit if less than or more than the period
target quota specified in subparagraphs (A), (B) and (C) of this subdivision
is projected to be landed. The adjusted possession limit shall be calculated
as (Q / T / W), rounded to the nearest 25 pounds, where Q is the amount of
Connecticut’s annual quota remaining in tile period and T is the projected
number of fishing trips per week landing sunnner flounder during the ~veeks
remaining in the period and W is the number of weeks remaining in the
period;

(E) when 100% of Connecticut’s annual quota is landed the possession limit
shall be zero pounds.

The possession limits specified in subdivision (1) 6f this subsection shall apply to
the vessel, regardless of how lnany persons are on board. Possession limits shall
apply per trip or per day whichever is the longer period of time. Transfer of sulnmer
flounder between vessels at sea is prohibited.
Any sunnner flounder taken contrary to this section shall, ~vithout avoidable injury,
be returned ilnnrediately to the water from which taken.
When a weekly landing or possession limit specified in subdivision (1) of this
subsection is in effect, no person engaged in commercial fishing shall possess or
land summer flounder more than the stated weekly limit duriug each weekly period
that begins Sunday morning at 0001 hours and ends the following Saturday night
at 2359 hours.
When a weekly landing or possession limit specified in subdivision (1) of this
subsection is in effect, the commercial fishing vessel operator shall, prior to
departure on any trip in which sunnner flounder will be possessed, inform the
Department Energy and Enviromnental Protection Enviromnental Conservation
Police of the vessel’s departure and provide inforlnation that shall include, but not
be limited to, the vessel’s name, captain’s name, depar|ore date and time, estimated
return date and time and the port of laflding.

26-159a-13. Tautog (Blackfish) (Tantoga onitis) - is superseded by the following restrictions

Tantog.
(a) Closed Season. No person engaged ill commercial fishing shall possess or land any tautog,

wherever taken, except flom April 1 to April 30, July 1 to August 31, October 8 to
December 24, all dates inclusive.

(b) Commercial Fishery Possession Limit. No person engaged in commercial fishing shall
possess or land tautog in excess of 10 fish.
(1)    The possession and landing linffts specified in tlffs subsection shall apply to the

vessel, regardless of how many persons are on board. Possession and landing
limits shall apply per trip or per day, whichever is the longer period of time. No
person shall transfer tautog between vessels at sea.

(2) Any tautog taken contrary to tiffs section shall, without avoidable injury, be
returned inmrediately to the water from which taken.
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Declaration 15-01

26-159a-15. Scup (porgy) (Stenotomus chrysops) subsection (c) Commercial Fishery Possession
Linfits is superseded by the following restrictions.

Scup.
(e) Commercial Fishery Possession and Landing Limits.

(1) No person engaged in cmmnercial fishing shall possess or land scup in excess of
the tbllowing possession limits that are based on the coastwide scnp quota and
Connecticut’s summer period scup quota as specified in the Scup Fishery
Management Plan of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission:
(A) during the winter one period defined herein as the period between January

1 and April 30, both dates inclusive, the possession limit shall be 50,000
pounds until 80% of the winter one coastwide quota has been landed, at
which time the possession limit shall be 1,000 pounds until 100% of this
period quota has been landed, at which time the limit shall be zero pounds;

(B) dnring the sununer period defined herein as the period between May 1 and
October 31, both dates inclusive, the possession limit shall be 1,000 pounds
except as provided in subparagraph (D) of this subdivision, and the period
target quota shall be 100% of Co~mecticut’s summer period quota;

(C) during the winter two period defined herein as the period between
November 1 and December 31, both dates inclusive, the possession limit
shall be 12,000 pouuds until 100% of the winter two coastwide quota has
been landed, at which time the limit shall be zero pounds;

(D) doring the sunnner period the department shall monitor landings weekly.and
periodically adjust the possession limit if less than or more than 100% of
Connecticut’s smm~rer period quota is projected to be landed. The adjusted
possession limit shall be calculated as (Q / T / W), rounded to the nearest
100 pounds, where Q is the amount of Connecticut’s summer period quota
remaining and T is the projected number of fishing trips per week landing
scup during the weeks remaining in the period and W is the nnmber of
weeks remaining in the period, except that:
(i)    in the lobster pot fishery when in possession of lobsters, the

possession limit sball be 10 fish;
(it) at any time during the sunmaer period, when 100% of Connecticut’s

sommer period quota is landed the possession limit shall be zero
pounds for all gear types.

(2) The possession and landing limits specified in subdivision (1) of this subsection
shall apply to the vessel, regardless of how many persons are on board. Possession
limits shall apply per trip or per day, whichever is the longer period of tilne. No
person shall transfer scup between vessels at sea.

(3) Any seup taken cnntrary to this section shall, without avoidable injury, be returned
innnediately to tbe water from which taken.
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Declaration 15-01

26-159a-16. Black sea bass (Centropristis striata) subsection (c) Cnnnnercial Fishery Possession
Lilnits is superseded by the following restrictions.

Black sea bass.

(c) Commercial Fishery Possession Limits.

(1) No person engaged in connnercial fishing shall possess or land black sea bass in
excess of the following possession limits that are based on Connecticut’s mmual
black sea bass qnota as specified in the Black Sea Bass Fishery Management Plan
of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Connnission:

(A) during the winter one period defined herein as the period between January
1 and April 30, inclusive, the possession and landing limit shall be 100
pounds, except as provided in subparagraphs (D) and (E) of this
subdivision, and the period target quota shall be 33% of Connecticut’s
annual quota;

(B) during the sununer period defined hereiu as the period between May 1 and
October 31, inclusive, the possession limit shall be 50 pounds, except as
provided in subparagraphs (D) and (E) of this subdivision, and the period
target quota shall be 84% of Connecticut’s annual quota;

(c) during the winter two period defined herein as the period between
November 1 and December 31, inclusive, the possession limit shall be 50
pounds, except as provided in subparagraphs (D) and (E) of this
subdivision, and the period target quota shall be 100% of Connecticut’s
annual quota;

(2)

(3)

(D) during each period the departlnent shall monitor weekly landings and
periodically adjust the possession limit if less than or more than the period
target quota specified in subparagraphs (A), (B) and (C) of this subdivision
is projected to be landed. The adjusted possession limit shall be calculated
as (Q / T / W), rounded to the nearest 10 pounds or equivalent number of
fish, where Q is the amount of Co~mecticut’s annual quota remaining in the
period and T is the projected nnuaber of fishing trips per week landing black
sea bass during the weeks remaining in the period and W is the number of
weeks remaining in the period, except that in the lobster pot fishery when
in possession of lobsters, the possession limit shall be 10 fish.

(E) When 100% of the Connecticut quota is landed the possession limit shall be
zero pounds tbr all gear types.

The possession and landing limits specified in subdivision (1) of this subsection
shall apply to the vessel, regardless of how many persons are on board. Possession
limits shall apply per trip or per day, whichever is the longer period of time. No
person shall transfer black sea bass between vessels at sea.
Any black sea bass taken contrary to this section shall, without avoidable injury, be
returned immediately to the water frolll which taken.
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Declaration 15-01

26-159a-19. Spiny dogfish (Squalus acanthius) -- is superseded by tbe following restrictions

Spiny dogfish.
(a) Commercial Fishe~T Possession Limits

(1)    No person engaged in connnercial fishing shall possess or land spiny dogfish in
excess of the following possession limits that are based on the northern region spiny
dogfish quota as specified in the Spin), Dogfish FishmT Management Plan of the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission:
(A) between May 1 and October 31, both dates inclusive, the possession limit

shall be 5,000 pounds, except as provided in subparagraph (C) of tlfis
subdivision;

(B) between November 1 and April 30, , both dates inclusive, the possession
lilnit shall be 5,000 pounds, except as provided in subparagraph (C) of this
subdivision.

(2)

(C) when 100% of the northern region qaota is landed the possession limit shall
be zero pounds.

The possession and landing limits specified in subdivision (1) of this subsection
shall apply to the vessel, regardless of how many persons are on board. Possession
limits sbalI apply per trip or per day, whichever is the longer period of time. No
person shall transfer spiny dogfish between vessels at sea.
Any spiny dogfish taken contrary to this section shall, without avoidable injury, be
returned immediately to the water from which taken.

Weakfish (Cynoscion regalis)
(a) Commercial FisheL’y Possession Limits.

(1)    No person engaged in conmaercial fishing shall possess or land weakfish in excess
of 100 pounds.

(2)    The possession and landing limits specified in subdivision (1) of this subsection
shall apply to the vessel, regardless of how many persons are on board. Possession
limits shall apply per trip or per day, whichever is the longer period of time.
Transfer of weakfish between vessels at sea is prohibited.

(3) Any weakfish taken contrary to this section shall, without avoidable injury, be
returned innnediately to the water from which taken.

Atlantic Menhaden (Brevoortia tyrannus)
(a) Commercial Fishery Possession Limits.

(1)    Except as provided in subdivision (4) of this subsection, no person engaged in
cmrannrcial fishing shall possess or land Atlantic menhaden in excess of the
following possession li~rfit that is based on Connecticut’s Atlantic menhaden quota
specified in the Atlantic Menhaden Fishery Management Plan of the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission: 6,000 pounds.

(2) The possession and landing limits specified in subdivision (1) of this subsection shall
apply to the vessel, regardless of bow many persons are on board. Possession limits
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(3)

(4)

shall apply per trip or per day, whichever is the longer period of there. The transfer of
more than 6,000 pounds per day of menhaden between vessels at sea is prohibited.
Any Atlantic menhaden takeo contrary to this section shall, witbont avoidable injury,
be returned imnrediately to the water fi’om which taken.
Landing in excess of 6,000 pounds shall be permitted provided:
(A) the Commissioner receives and accepts an offer of quota transfer from another

state in an amount equal to or greater than the amoont of fish to be landed,
and;

(B) such quota transfer conforms with the requirenrents of the Atlantic Menhaden
Fishery Management Plan of the Atlantic States Marine Fisberies
Conmaission for quota transfers between states, and;

(C) such quota transfer is completed before fish are offloaded in this state.
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