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State Parks and Other DEP Property



CONNECTICUT STATE PARK STATISTICS 
2007

103 State Parks 
40 State Forests

143 Individual Management Parcels

Included in above:
19 Swimming Areas and Beaches (4 Saltwater,1 Swimming Pool)
14 Campgrounds
2 Horse Camps
18 Youth Group Camping Areas
3 River Camping Areas
9 Historic Sites
800 Miles of Hiking Trails
230 Lakes and Ponds
2000 Miles of Rivers and Streams
1300 Campsites (actual number = 1289)
121 Public Boat Launch Areas (includes trailer and car-top launches)



CT State Parks and Forests

Acreage:  

State Parks:       36,000
Forests & Other Areas: 214,000
Total

236,000

Acreage Acquired Since FY87
53,000



Management Units
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31 Years of Parks and Forest Attendance
 1975-2006

Annual Attendance

State Parks and Forest Attendance

*figures based on a calculation of the number of cars entering the park multiplied by four (4) occupants per vehicle
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Picnic areas, shelters, & playgrounds
Historic sites & areas

Freshwater/saltwater swimming areas
Paved multi-use trails

Unpaved multi-use trails
Nature preserves & bird watching areas

Outdoor swimming pools/water parks
Unpaved single use dedicated trails

Sledding or snowboarding areas
Volleyball, tennis & basketball courts

Canoeing, kayaking or tubing areas
Golf courses

Overnight camping areas
Baseball & softball fields

Fishing or ice-fishing areas
Ice-skating or hockey areas

Motor boating or sailing areas
Snowboarding or snow skiing areas

Soccer, football, lacrosse & rugby fields
X country/snowshoeing trails

Off road motor/dirt biking & ATV areas
Water skiing & jet skiing areas

Snorkeling & scuba diving areas
Hunting or trapping areas
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Q7. Percentage  of Respondent Households that Have a 
Need for Various Parks and Recreational Facilities

by percentage of respondents (multiple choices could be made)

Source:  Leisure Vision/ETC Institute (February 2005)



Reasons Preventing Use of Outdoor Recreation 
Facilities



America’s 
Pastimes:
Play Less, 

Watch More



The Next Generation of Environmental Stewards



And its Sponsors…And its Sponsors…





www.nochildleftinside.org



Eight State Parks and Forests in Eight Weeks

• More than 200 families participated
– Dino Rangers, Hots Four the Outdoors, Nutmeg Nuts, Paradise from the Backyard 

Lights, The Franklin Turtles



The Kickoff – Dinosaur State Park



Week 2                               
West Rock Ridge State Park        
Self-Guided Hike

Week 5                           
Putnam Memorial State Park  
Celebrating History

Week 3                                  
Stratton Brook State Park    
Fishing

Week 7                                   
Silver Sands State Park        
Sand Sculpture Contest

Weeks 4 & 6            
Peoples State Forest and 
Mashamoquet Brook 
State Park     
Letterboxing

Weeks 2-7



The Finale – Fort Trumbull State Park





THE WINNERS

“When we first started this adventure, 
the kids weren’t used to these 
environments and they were a bit 
nervous hiking through the forests 
and embracing nature.  But you could 
see their confidence build as the game 
progressed, and they were soon 
climbing around, falling down, getting 
dirty, examining insects and having a 
great time!”

Team Bernard



Pratt Farm

Maroon Dog Farm

2nd Place

3rd Place



A $10,000 grant 
from Bank of 

America provided 
for 1,300 CT State 

Park & Forest 
Passes to CT Foster 

Families 

State Parks & Forests
Passes at Public LibrariesLibrary Display

Other Campaign Highlights

Increased Number of        
Park and Forest 

Interpreters



“We have had a fantastic time and truly appreciate 
your efforts. Thank you to ALL who have given us 
this opportunity to explore and learn about CT 
especially our heroes and the history. We have 
learned to read a map, follow a trail, use binoculars 
& a compass and are hooked on letterboxing. We 
purchased our park pass and have started a list of 
parks that need to be visited or revisited. We will see 
you in the parks.”
- Adventurers

“Over the past eight weeks, my girls and I have 
walked with the dinosaurs; participated in a three-
legged race; climbed over, into and on rocks (and 
some mud, too); fished for the first time together; met 
a box turtle, a horseshoe crab, a red-winged 
blackbird and a cool-looking salamander; got lost 
(more than once); took in some incredible views of 
Connecticut, pink lady slippers and mountain laurels; 
learned a little history and geology; camped in our 
new camper for the first time; met some terrific 
people; laughed a lot; played a lot; pushed our own 
boundaries and exceeded all expectations.
I couldn’t be more proud of my girls. We really did 
win, in every aspect.”
- The Lovely Ladies
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