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EHS Circular Letter 2013-39 
 
To: Directors of Health 
 Chief Sanitarians 
 Certified Food Inspectors 
  
From: Food Protection Program   
 
Date:  July 3, 2013   
 
Subject:  Health Advisory for Olives Sold by Ocean State Job Lot Stores 

 
Please see attached health advisory from FDA that was originally issued by the Rhode Island 
Department of Health to advise consumers not to eat Calcidica Sweet (Bel Frantoio brand) 
olives sold at any Ocean State Job Lot (OSJL) stores. The advisory was issued when Rhode Island 
Department of Health staff found that the product was not refrigerated as required to prevent 
production of Clostridium botulinum toxin.  
 
The product was packaged in 34 oz. plastic containers and sold to OSJL stores throughout New 
England including Connecticut. OSJL is voluntarily recalling the product and consumers are 
advised to discard the product or return it to the store for a refund. The advisory does not apply 
to other types of olives sold at OSJL including other types of olives produced by Bel Frantoio. 
 
The Connecticut Department of Consumer Protection is aware of the advisory and recall.  
 
No illnesses have been associated with this recalled product to date. Ingestion of botulinum 
toxin from improperly processed/stored foods can result in serious illness or death. Consumers 
of the product who experience symptoms should be advised to seek prompt medical care. 
 
This information is provided to local health departments in case calls are received from the 
public or food establishment operators.  
 

 

C: Suzanne Blancaflor, MS, MPH, Chief, Environmental Health Section, DPH 

     Ellen Blaschinski, RS, MBA, Chief, Regulatory Services Branch, DPH 
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U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
10903 New Hampshire Avenue  
Silver Spring, MD 20993  

  
FDA posts press releases and other notices of recalls and safety alerts from states as a service to consumers, the 
media, and other interested parties. FDA is not responsible for the content of these notices. 

Contact: 
Consumer 
(401) 295-2672, Option 6 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - July 2, 2013 - The Rhode Island Department of Health (HEALTH) advises 
consumers not to eat Mediterranean Olives: Calcidica Sweet (Brand: Bel Frantoio) sold at any Ocean State Job 
Lot (OSJL) stores. OSJL is voluntarily recalling the product after HEALTH staff discovered that these products 
were not handled appropriately to prevent production of the toxin that causes botulism. 
Mediterranean Olives: Calcidica Sweet, produced by Bel Frantoio and packaged in 34-oz. plastic containers, were 
sold in OSJL stores in New York and throughout the Northeast (Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New 
Hampshire, Vermont and Maine). This product is being voluntarily recalled because it is labeled “Keep 
Refrigerated,” but was sold at room temperature, making it susceptible to contamination with Clostridium 
botulinum. 
Other olive products produced by Bel Frantoio that were sold at Ocean State Job Lot, as well as other brands of 
olives, do not currently pose a safety issue. This recall applies only to this product sold at Ocean State Job Lot. 
This product sold elsewhere, where refrigerated, is safe for consumption. 
Ingestion of botulinum toxin from improperly stored foods can lead to serious illness and death. 
Anyone who has eaten this product and has experienced abdominal cramps; difficulty breathing, speaking or 
swallowing; double vision; muscle weakness; muscle aches; nausea; vomiting; diarrhea; or fever should contact 
their healthcare provider immediately for evaluation and treatment. The young, elderly, immune-compromised, 
and pregnant women are especially susceptible to foodborne illness. 
No illnesses associated with this recall have been reported at this time. 
Consumers should discard this product or return it the store for a refund. For more information, contact the 
Ocean State Job Lot Customer Service Center at (401) 295-2672, Option 6. 
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