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Policy Statement
The Department of Developmental Services (DDS) is committed to promoting the respect and dignity of individuals who receive services from the department and its providers. This healthy relationship policy and its related attachments detail an individual’s rights to have relationships of his or her choice including the right to be supported to have a relationship, the right to privacy, and the opportunity to express his or her own sexuality.   The right to have healthy relationships falls within section 17a-238 of the Connecticut General Statutes that charges the Commissioner with “the development of such person’s full potential at all times, with full respect for such person’s personal dignity and right to privacy”. 
A.  Purpose
To make DDS consumers, employees and private providers aware of the fundamental rights of persons served by the Department of Developmental Services and how the right to enjoy a healthy relationship is a part of those rights. 

B.  Applicability
This policy and the associated guidelines in I.F.PO.005 Attachment A are applicable to all DDS consumers, all DDS staff, and all qualified provider staff.
C.  Definitions

None
D.  Implementation

See I.F.PO.005 Attachment A: Healthy Relationships Guidelines

E.  References
Section 17a-238 of the Connecticut General Statutes “Rights of Persons under the Supervision of Commissioner of Developmental Services”
F.  Attachments

I.F.PO.005 Attachment A: Healthy Relationships Guidelines
I.F.PO.005 Attachment B: Rights of Persons under the Supervision of Commissioner of Developmental Services Section 17a-238 of the Connecticut General Statutes
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