CONNECTICUT FAMILY SUPPORT COUNCIL

September 11, 2014
Annual Retreat Agenda

Time: 9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Location: Camp Harkness
Introductions

Guests: Jonathan Slifka 9:30 am
Governor's Liaison to the Disability Community

Craig Henrici 10:15 am
Executive Director
Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons

With Disabilities

Break 10:45 am
Supporting Families Community 11:00 am
Practice Update: Robin Wood
Lunch
Family Support Council Meeting 1:00 pm
Call to Order: Co-Chairs Lisa Sheppard and Mona Tremblay

Public Comment
Announcements

Review of July Minutes
Family membership/brochure
Focus for the coming year

Adjournment



Family Support Council
Connecticut General Statute 817a-219c

Sec. 17a-219c. Family Support Council. (a) Therstablished a Family Support Council to
assist the Department of Developmental Disabiliied other state agencies that administer or
fund family support services to act in concert amihin available appropriations, to (1)
establish a comprehensive, coordinated systermafyf@upport services, (2) use existing state
and other resources efficiently and effectivelyappropriate for such services, (3) identify and
address services that are needed for familiesilufreh with disabilities, and (4) promote statewide
availability of such services. The council shalhsist of twenty-seven voting members
including the Commissioners of Public Health, Depahental Services, Children and Families,
Education and Social Services, or their desigrieesChild Advocate or the Child Advocate’s
designee, the executive director of the Office mit€ction and Advocacy for persons with
Disabilities or the executive director’s designie, chairperson of the State Interagency Birth-to-
Three Coordinating Council, established pursuasetdion 17a-248b, or the chairperson’s
designee, the executive director of the Commissiohildren or the executive director’s
designee, and family members of, or individuals \ateocate for, children with disabilities.
The family members or individuals who advocatedaitdren with disabilities shall comprise
two-thirds of the council and shall be appointedadlsws: Six by the Governor, three by the
president pro tempore of the Senate, two by thentgajeader of the Senate, one by the
minority leader of the Senate, three by the speaktite House of Representatives, two by the
majority leader of the House of Representativesaredby the minority leader of the House of
Representatives. All appointed members servingraiter October 5, 2009, shall serve no
more than eight consecutive years on the counké. douncil shall meet at least quarterly and
shall select its own chairperson. Council membkadl serve without compensation but shall be
reimbursed for necessary expenses incurred. Thie abadministering the council shall be
within available appropriations in accordance witis section and sections 17a-219a and 17a-
219b.

(b) The council shall: (1) Gather input and devedopsion and guidelines for family support
services in Connecticut; (2) review existing pragnaolicies, procedures and funding
mechanisms for conformity to the guidelines and enabpropriate recommendations; (3)
monitor the implementation of the guidelines amtbremendations; (4) report to the Governor
and the General Assembly on an annual basis regptige status of family support services,
including the implementation of the guidelines aadommendations; (5) advocate for family
support services in accordance with the guidelif@scompile and distribute information on
family support services within public and privatgeacies; and (7) perform such other duties as
are elated to the advancement of family centerpgats, policies and services.

(P.A. 94-228, S. 3, 4; P.A. 95-257, S. 12, 21, B&. 96-185, S. 13, 16; P.A.98-100; P.A. 01-
195, S. 127, 181; P.A. 07-73, S. 2(a),(b); Sept.S&ss. P.A. 09-7, S. 137; P.A. 10-93, S. 9;
June 12 Sp. Sess. P.A. 12-2, S.123)



