[bookmark: _GoBack]DDS Autism Spectrum Disorder Advisory council (ASDAC)
Minutes
April 23, 2014

Members Present:  Commissioner Terrence Macy, Jennifer Bogin, Maria Synodi, Ruth Eren, Lois Rosenwald, Jim Loomis, Marcia Eckerd, Sharon Wright, Zackary Laudano, Yana Razumnaya, Sara Reed, Lynn Ricci, John Molteni, Ann Gionet, Doriana Vicedomini, Nikki Richer, Catherine Abercrombie, Judy Dowd, 

Members Absent:  Sara Lourie, Robert Shea, Carol Ryan-Hanlon, Bill Halsey, Beth Leslie, Wendy Campbell

Call to Order:  10:09am

Review and Approval of Minutes from 2/19/2014:  to be reviewed at the next meeting (minutes not included in packet)

Autism Division Updates:

· Reviewed Peter Doehring Presentation Survey and discussed results.  Generally seen as a positive and helpful step in our work.
· Early Childhood Waiver Information night – June 9th with presentation by Dr. Felicia Morgan
· Presentation with Jane Theirfield-Brown on college for students on the Autism Spectrum- May 28th at Central 

Subcommittee Reports:

Qualified Professionals and Effective Services (Jim Loomis & Brian Reichow):

Subcommittee Report attached.  

General discussion regarding report:
Workgroup is continuing discussions and research regarding a credentialing proposal for the State of CT.   Literature review has not resulted in a good research base.  Focus remains on front line staff.  Concern regarding creating appropriate incentive to receive credential once it is in place.  Workgroup intends to have a proposal in place prior to next Council Meeting.

Training, Consultation and Learning Opportunities (John Molteni & Tierney Gianotti):

Subcommittee Report attached.

General Discussion regarding report:
Utilizing the results of the needs assessment workgroup has identified four populations requiring training.   Sub groups have been created to draft proposals regarding training for each of the populations.   Council members stressed the importance of coordination among the workgroups so that training, credentialing and resources are all working together.

Access to Comprehensive Resource Guide (Sara Reed & Ann Gionet):

Subcommittee Report Attached.   

Looking forward to hearing back from Commissioner Macy on the implementation of their proposals.  

Implement Effective Service in-home Behavioral Support (Doriana Vicedomini):

Subcommittee Report Attached.

General discussion regarding report:
Some concern among council members regarding proposal including working with school districts as we need to be cognizant of funding issues (IDEA vs. Feasibility Study funds).  Workgroup will address this issue in proposal.

Implement Effective Services/Social/Recreation/Respite (Carol Barans):

Subcommittee Report Attached.

General discussion regarding report:
Proposal has been presented to the department.  Workgroup has made proposal regarding pilot projects for different audiences.    Workgroup is aware of the different needs of different age ranges, diagnosis and geography.
Council suggested that the research produced by this workgroup regarding resources currently available in the state be made available to the resource group for inclusion in the statewide services directory.  Council members raised concern regarding geography and transportation (particularly for adults) as transportation is often a large barrier to receipt of services for our adults with ASD.

General Comments- 

Commissioner Macy – Subcommittees: The quality of thinking you are doing is incredible. So impressed with how you are making sure projects are outcome and data based and integrating each other’s work.  Outstanding thinking .  Thank you

New Business:
· State Representative Brian Becker  – At a meeting of the MORE Commission on April 17th a study of transition for individuals with ASD was approved.  Wants to get to a point so those can lead productive lives.  Housing, other aspects, great concern.  Study has been approved.  Should see results by year end.

· Update Department of Public Health.  

· Announced state health assessment.  Improvement plan was announced.  Work groups,  Criteria – developmental screening, and autism.  Provided Link….taking public input until April 30th 

· Early detection and prevention conference – interest in change was about links between hearing loss and have ASD.  Provided link. Interesting to see the family impact, what it is to families.  Priority, least amount of stress with hearing loss, autism and then those with both.  Data is interesting.  Developmental screen done, referring back to newborn screen.  Seeing connection what needs to be done.  Important to be checked for both.

· New federal initiative Birth to 5, help me thrive- Federal coming together and joining hands with state agencies.  Metabolic and hearing screenings.  Shorter time when done as an infant.  Look at link, tools for families, pediatricians, daycare workers.

· Children’s Behavioral Health–Invitations sent for May 12th forum from 11 to 1, lunch discussing Autism services and support.  Result from Newtown, plan that addresses emotional and behavioral needs of children.  Expert panel.  Recommended advisory board.  

Adjournment:
Meeting adjourned at 11:17 am.

Next meeting is Wednesday, July 23rd 2014
10:00am-12:00pm
Legislative Office Building
Room 1C
300 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT  06106
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