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Minutes
July 23, 2014

Members Present:  Commissioner Terrence Macy, Jennifer Bogin, Ruth Eren, Jim Loomis, Marcia Eckerd, Sharon Wright, Zackary Laudano, Yana Razumnaya, Sara Reed, Lynn Ricci, John Molteni, Ann Gionet, Doriana Vicedomini, Representative Catherine Abercrombie, , Carol Ryan-Hanlon, Shelly Maynes, Bill Halsey, Beth Leslie, Sara Lourie

Members Absent:  Wendy Campbell, Lois Rosenwald, Robert Shea, Maria Synodi, Judy Dowd

Call to Order:  10:05am

Welcome and Introduction:

Review and Approval of Minutes:  Motion to approve by Doriana, Representative Abercrombie Motioned Second to approve.

Public Comments:
· Parent advocate- finds Autism progress exciting.
·  representative from Legal Aid- Discussed Directive from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMMS) regarding Medicaid coverage of services for individuals with autism including  ABA – Applied Behavioral Analysis,
· Advocate – Discussed prevention 

Autism Division Updates by Jennifer Bogin:

· Jennifer introduced members of the Autism Division including new Early Childhood Autism Waiver Case Managers, Heidi Hamer and Angela Frame
· Two Early Childhood Autism Waiver Information Nights
Updates by Cathy Calway and Christine Damato, Autism Support and Resource Specialists.  To date:
· Approx. 350 individuals on the Autism Waiver Waitlist
· Have responded to telephone calls and emails and visited approximately 50 families
· Have provided assessments to individuals
· Verbal Behavior-Milestone Assessment and Placement Planning (VB-MAPP) – skills development
· Answered families’ questions regarding housing, social recreation
· Looking for a mechanism to develop family meet-ups for support
· Next steps for wait list initiative – The agency is preparing a brochure/roadmap to explain where the division is going, describing what the Autism Division provides that will be included in the acceptance letter
· Question as to the timeframe for the waiting time associated with the autism waivers – Because the wavier was granted for three years and the number of slots and associated funding approved by legislature and CMS, wavier expansion opportunities will need to be discussed through the normal budget process.
· Suggestion to contact local YMCAs as a collaborative program for children with autism and families to build relationships with schools, grants
· Suggestion of the possibility of setting up a connection with pediatricians
· Discussed both challenges with Birth to 3 transition and the disconnect going from middle school to high school.  

Subcommittee Reports:

DDS Autism Spectrum Disorders Advisory Council (ASDAC) Subcommittee funding Proposals Summary by Jennifer Bogin (attached)

Qualified Professionals and Effective Services/Credentialing Committee (Jim Loomis) (handouts attached):
Jim Loomis discussed:
· Feasibility study
· Provider credentialing (high school diploma, Bachelor’s degree, Graduate degree)
· Challenges
· Continuing education, high school and bachelor supervision, providing important and vital services
· Trying to make user-friendly
· 3 year renewal systems

Questions:
· Grandfathering?
· Straight forward continuing education requirements?
· Showing evidence of degrees, licenses and certificates?
· Use of evidence-based practice?
· Opportunity to reapply?  Monitoring systems?
· Consumer protection?

General Discussion: 
· Seems monumental
· Group made decision to target direct support staff.
· Group had concerns about the fact that the frontline staff spend the most time with individuals and may have no credentials
· Next Piece?  Is this working?  Families ask this.
· Measureable goals, measuring improvement, need to do more
· High School/Bachelor degree, Associates degree, categorizing

Jim Loomis:  
· Phase I, some Individuals with wonderful credentials are good, others are not
· Talking with Training Committee
· Principles, basic understanding, provider practice standards, collaboration, measuring outcomes, collecting data and outcomes, teaching techniques, experience  with Autism, understanding, impact of environments, facilitating social interaction, building links in community

Access to Comprehensive Resource Guide (Sara Reed & Ann Gionet):
· Looking forward to hearing back from Commissioner Macy on the implementation of their proposals
· Discussed resources including the Child Development Information Line

Implement Effective Services/Social/Recreation/Respite (Carol Barons):
Committee member gave overview:  
· Identified concerns – different needs/interests at difference ages, different levels of impact, strengths and challenges
· Inclusive for those on Autism Spectrum or not focused on programs
· Programs – peer mentors for older children, college age, engaging in more mainstream with mentor to help navigate
· Programs for younger children who need more 
· Adults and mentoring – help navigate recruit, train, utilizing existing agencies, use resources that already exist

Training, Consultation and Learning Opportunities (John Molteni)
· Discussed large survey
· Responses from parents, educators, licensed professional, community-based providers
· Parents want training, others want evidence-based practice
· Some responses mentioned a desire for additional resources; funds to develop training was specifically mentioned
· Looking at life span, evidence-based
· 
· Goal to offer continued education with credentialing committee, acknowledging skills
· Discussed need for External outcome measures
· Mechanism for training and evaluating

Implement Effective Service in-home Behavioral Support (Doriana Vicedomini) (handouts attached):
· Presented PowerPoint presentation of proposal to Commissioner and Jennifer
· Excited and awaiting answer
· Briefly reviewed proposal
· Partnering with school system, extend to home
· Support for parents and children
· Goal to keep children out of hospitals
· Plan to work in phases
· Critical once child is stabilized, plan to help connect children, help them want to go to school, want to improve

General Discussion-  
· Huge demand coming from emergency mobile psych services (EMPS), plan before crisis.
· Hitting a brick wall in school districts.  They are overwhelmed, underfunded, understaffed.  
·  School districts will need additional personnel and money to implement.
· Suggestion that there are many available grants that the schools might not know about/ apply for
· Thinking out of the box is important, providing schools with information about grants, etc.
· Important to keep individuals included in public schools as long as possible
· Big demands on schools
· Serving individuals with autism needs to be a priority
· Gaps in programming
· Individuals fall between cracks
· Faith-based organization, certain communities may have good advocacy while some committees do not

New Business:
Sara Reed – Inquiry about the state’s response to the directive from CMS about Medicaid coverage for individuals with autism

Representative Abercrombie – reported that after she had seen the bulletin, had sent a letter inquiring of DSS what services would be offered.  She is also , working with Governor’s office, insurance companies, legislature about how to make private insurers cover these services as is mandated under state statute.

Bill Halsey– Reported that DSS is currently reviewing the bulletin and preparing recommendations.   

Marcia Eckard:  major issue, very few providers on insurance panels providing services, don’t have those who can do it

Representative Abercrombie:  Insurers are saying they cover ABA services as out of network because the providers are not certified.  

Jim Loomis:  suggested inviting providers to attend a council meeting in the near future to talk about the impediments for private insurers to cover ABA 

Doriana:  Discussed connecting committees with insurance companies, having meetings

Board to decide what insurance carriers can speak on 

Updates from DDS-
· Physician to join Council as of October 1st , 2014
· Next step in Subcommittee funding proposals is to draft and send out RFPs.  DDS is working on identifying the funding mechanism for each proposal  

Adjournment:
Meeting adjourned at 11:50 am.

Next meeting is Wednesday, October 22nd 2014
10:00am-12:00pm
Legislative Office Building
Room- TBD
300 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT  06106


