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T

he following general information notice has been prepared  as an update of the documents and materials available for your reference in the library at the Office of State Marshal’s Bureau of Engineering.  
Documents available include but are not limited to the following;

· NFPA Standards 2010 Subscription Service 

· NFPA Standards back to the late 1960”s & early 1970’s

· UL Directories from 1990 through 2004
· A 1996 Three Volume Set of ASTM Standards Typically Referenced in Building Construction

· NFPA Fire Protection Handbooks
· Fire Engineering Handbooks

· NFPA Handbooks for Automatic Sprinkler Systems, Fire Pumps, Fire Alarm and Communication Systems, Life Safety Code, Fire Prevention Code, Hazardous Materials Standards [yes; even the editions from the 90’s referenced by CT]
· ICC Handbooks for the IBC, IFC, IMC 

· Chemical Handbooks and Dictionaries 

· Industry & Association Magazines;  NFPA, Petroleum News, 
The Library no longer maintains the following;

· Manufacturers’ Product Catalogs; most catalogs and installation manuals are available via the internet, a “Google” search for the manufacturer and model number will generally result directly at the information sought, searching just the manufacturer will typically result in all of the manufacturer’s data 
· Directory of Certified Independent Testing Laboratories;  available free of charge via www.astm.org, --  the Lab Directory is within the menu on the left side of the home page
· Current UL Directories; available free of charge via  www.ul.com  -- choose certifications on the home page then on next screen click on Online Certifications Directory
· FM Global Approval Guides; available free of charge on-line via www.fmglobal.com; choose Products and Services on the home page then product certification on the next screen, then Approval Guide, which should result in www.approvalguide.com.  Although this page will require registration it is free.
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Suggestions for finding the necessary results as well as reducing the number results from “Google” or other search engines
· Use quotation marks around words that should be searched together 

· “portable fire extinguisher”  will produce substantially fewer results than portable fire extinguisher, it will also list the search results in which those words are found together first
· Use + when searching for related topics 
· “means of egress” + stairs 

· If specific information applies to the search try  including that information

· Doors + hardware = 16,600,00 results

· Hollow metal doors + hardware =87,300 results

· “hollow metal doors” + hardware = 28,500 results

· Although too much information  may not provide the results needed either

· "hollow metal doors" + "gold-tone heavy duty hardware"  = no results 

Local Fire Marshals, Deputy Fire Marshals, Inspectors, Building Officials, Assistant Building Officials, and Inspectors are welcome to access the OSFM/BOE library for on-site research during Department of Public Safety Headquarters’ normal business hours of 8:30 to 4:30, Monday through Friday. 

Although some resource materials are only available in a single copy, it should be fairly easy to locate any material in use by DPS Staff.  In-house policy for DPS Staff requires that anyone using a book at their desk for more than a few hours in a single day fill out the sign out sheet by the library door for this very reason.  When someone else in the office needs that document it can be easily located.
 If a seeking a reference material not on the “available“ list above, then calling a day or two ahead to determine whether or not a specific document or standard is part of the library collection is suggested.  
Should you have any questions concerning specific materials available in the OSFM/BOE Library, please feel free to contact Terri Trenholm, Fire & Life Safety Specialist, at the Office of State Fire Marshal, Bureau of Engineering via (860) 685-8350.  Please Note; Voice Mail is typically checked from the field daily.
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